OFFERTORY MOMENTS 2013
JANUARY 2

Today, (January 6) is EPIPHANY!  This is the traditional time of the visit of the Magi to the Baby Jesus.  Epiphany means “Manifestation” and signifies the revealing of the Christian story to the world.  As we know, the Magi came BEARING GIFTS.  The gifts were not to pay bills or meet budgets – but were given as a homage and expression of honor to Christ.
Our gifts are in HONOR of Christ, and to pay homage to his coming.  Let’s give an appropriate honor by our sacrificial gifts, as we present God’s tithes and our offerings.
JANUARY 9
Today we remember the Baptism of Jesus by John, The Baptist.  Baptism, along with Holy Communion are the two sacraments we continue in our tradition, because of the participation of Jesus and the connection with God.  We celebrate the presence and activity of God in our lives, and because of that, GIVING becomes Sacramental, or SACRED, therefore HOLY.
As we bring God’s presence and activity into our GIVING, our giving becomes sacred, or sacramental, and sacrificial.  Let us now give sacramentally as we present God’s tithes and our offerings.

JANUARY 16
By now, the hangovers of New Year’s Day have passed.  Even the National Championship has been decided, and the bowl games are over.  We may have received some bills for the Christmas gifts we bought.

But, a new year is mostly still before us.  There is new opportunity to show gratitude to God by our commitment to PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS, SERVICE and WITNESS.  Let us be recommitted to these – at this time of year, and at this time of worship – especially the giving, as we now present God’s tithes and our offerings.

JANUARY 23
It has been said that a failure to plan is a plan to fail.  Without a plan, there is no strategy.  Without a strategy, nothing much happens.  What is our Strategy for giving to God?  Do we have one?  Does it involve tithing, or even proportionate giving?  Shouldn’t we have a strategy for honoring God by our gifts?  Le’s pray about that, and develop our strategy about giving.  Now let us present God’s tithes and our offerings to the work of God in the world.
JANUARY 30
The three MAIN essentials for life are Food, Clothing and Shelter.  Today we also are in need of transportation, education and medical care.  Recreation and leisure are important for our quality of life, as well as cultural experience.  That amounts to 90% of our needs.  What about the other 10%?  Does it belong to God?  Whatever we claim for ourselves from that 10% is, in a way, taking it from God’s portion.  If God’s portion of our income is Not 10%, what percentage is it?  Let us now present God’s portion as we give God’s tithe and our offerings.
FEBRUARY 6

This next Wednesday will be the beginning of LENT, when we prepare for the journey of Jesus to Jerusalem and the culmination of his ministry.  Lent is a time of reflection, as we concentrate on confessing our sins and become repentant.  Repentance means changing our course and gong in a God-like direction.  As we remember the journey of Jesus to the cross, may we repent of our tendency to be self-seeking, and become more God-seeking.  Let’s start that journey as we now present God’s tithes and our offerings.
FEBRUARY 13
Studies show that 30% of church members give zero to God’s work. Another 55% of church folks give a minimal amount of their household income.  The remaining 15% of disciples give about 85% of the support for God’s vision and work in the world.

Which group are you in?  Which do you want to be in?  Christianity is about being Disciples and growing in our discipleship, so that we can MAKE disciples.  Let us prayerfully grow as we now present God’s tithes and our offerings.
FEBRUARY 20

When the Church brings up the subject of money, there are various reactions.  Some people think that money-talk is beneath the spiritual nature of the church.  Some are neutral about money.  Some have found the joy that comes with giving.  But, does God care?  Does God notice our gifts?  There is plenty of Biblical evidence that God DOES notice our gifts, and that God is pleased and accepting of our giving.  Numerous passages in the Bible affirm that God loves a cheerful give.
In that light, may we give sacrificially and joyously to God, who affirms our gifts, and we now present God’s tithes and our offerings.

FEBRUARY 27

The very first act of worship in the Bible is the giving of gifts to God.  Cain brought the produce of his fields, and Able, his brother, brought the first born of his flocks.  The Bible says that God “approved” the gift of Able…the “first-fruit” of his flock, but did NOT approve the gift of Cain.  Why is that?  The Bible never gives us the answer.  But could it be that because Able brought the FIRST of his flock to God, that his gift was preferred?  Should we give to God FIRST, before we use our money in other ways?  That seems to be a Biblical principle.  When we tithe, giving God the first 19% of our income, God helps us to live well on the other 90%.  So, let’s give God’s tithe, and our offerings as we present our gifts in an act of true worship.
MARCH 6

Is Giving to God anything like Taxes?  The IRS takes its cut of our money.  The county gets its share out of our property taxes.  The state gets its cut when we buy anything through sales tax.  Is there anything left to GIVE?  Giving is altogether different from taxes.  We give to God to express our appreciation for God’s love, to help feed the hungry, clothe and help the poor, and provide comfort to those who are hurting.  Giving is a joyous way to participate in an eternal activity in God’s love.  So, may we experience the joy of giving as we now present God’s tithes and our offerings.
MARCH 13
A wealthy man gave a significant gift to a church.  The church used the money in a way the donor had NOT intended.  When asked about his reaction, the man said, “My gift was between me and God.  What they chose to do with it is between THEM and God.”

When we give, we relinquish the control of the gift, and our gift is between us and God.  If our gift to God reflects the true depth of our felling and thankfulness to God, then is is a worthy gift.

Let us now generously give God’s tithes, and our offerings.
MARCH 20  (for Palm Sunday)

There is a seeming contradiction about Palm Sunday, isn’t there?  We remember how the crowds cheered for Jesus as he came into Jerusalem with the people putting down robes and palms to honor him.  We sing, “Hosannah, Loud Hosannah!”with the little children waving palm fronds.  But we know this week ahead will bring us the observance of the hardest week in the life of Jesus.  We’ll remember Maundy Thursday, then Good Friday, as we ponder the sacrifices Jesus made for us. As we ponder these things, what sacrifices is God calling us to make?  What portion of our time, our talents and our treasure belongs to God? In the spirit of the gift of our salvation through Jesus, let us now give God’s tithe and our offerings.

MARCH 27  (for Easter Sunday)

The Resurrection of Jesus has been called “The Greatest Story Ever Told.”  We’ve heard it so often and so regularly that we almost take it for granted.  But without the Resurrection, there would be no Christianity, no church and no Easter Sunday.  And, while the Resurrection was for the world and all its people, it is also, JUST FOR YOU.  Everything God has done in Christ, God did JUST FOR YOU!
How do we respond?  Can we go into the world and live the Easter life, with our faithfulness through prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness?  And not just for today, but every day?

Let us celebrate Christ’s victory over death by giving sacrificially and generously, as we present God’s tithe and our offering.

APRIL 3
Easter, for far too many Christians, is simply a day on the calendar.  We dress nicely, go to church, smell the lilies, sing “Christ The Lord Is Risen Today,” and go on about our lives.  But WE ARE EASTER PEOPLE EVERY DAY!  CHRIST IS RISEN!  Has the resurrection of Christ reached our checkbooks and bank accounts?  Do we dare let it?  The prophet Micah tells us that God’s faithfulness exceeds our faithfulness.  Let’s be faithful in giving God’s tithe and our offerings, every Sunday of the year.

APRIL 10
Take a deep breath, and hold it in.  (Pause)  OK, when you can’t hold it any more, let it go.

The air we breathe is a source of life, isn’t it?  But, if we try to keep that breath of air, and not give it back, bad things begin to happen. First, we are unable to breath in another fresh bit of life. Secondly, our bodies build up a toxic amount of carbon dioxide, and we die. It’s the same way with our giving.  Everything we have comes to us because of an interactive society and God’s grace.  When we fail to give back, we slowly die from our lack of generosity. Let’s give off a great breath out, and give generously to the God who gives us life, as we give God’s tithes and our offerings.
APRIL 17
You know about the Dead Sea, don’t you?  It’s over there in Israel.  The Sea of Galilee flows down through the Jordan River into the Dead Sea.  The Dead Sea has a high concentration of salt, so nothing can live in it.  So, the Dead Sea is…..well……Dead! Why is the Dead Sea Dead?  Because it receives, and keeps, but it never gives.  When we receive God’s love, grace blessings and life itself, we cannot keep it all to ourselves.  We are “blessed to BE a blessing.”  We receive new life when we give, as we have so freely received. Let us live abundantly as we GIVE generously, and present God’s tithe and our offerings.

APRIL 24
Do you remember that Jesus said, “Where your heart is, your treasure will be also?”  Did he say that?

NO….he said, “Where your TREASURE is, there will your HEART be also.”

We often hear misquotes of wisdom, like, “That’s not Rocket Surgery,” or “It’s not Brain Science.”

But Jesus knows that where our TREASURE is, there will be our interest, our dedication, our loyalty, and our commitment.

So, where is your treasure?  Is it in a bank, a piece of property, a brokerage account, or buried in a hole?

Or, is your TRUE treasure invested in God’s love and grace?  For God’s love is the truly most important thing in the world.  And we have it by God’s mercy and grace.  Even though we don’t deserve it, God loves us.

So let’s put our earthly treasure into God’s hands, as we present God’s tithes and our offerings.
MAY 1

A was leaving church with his father.  The sermon had been about helping others.  He asked, “Daddy, if we’re here to help others, what are the others here for?”

When you think about it, it is really a profound question.  The consistent message of the Bible is that we are “Blessed to be a Blessing.”  As we reach out to help the “Others,” the others are empowered to reach out to even more “others,” and the spirit of generosity, caring, compassion and kindness spreads way beyond our individual powers.
Giving is where generosity begins.  Let us help others, and give generously, as we present God’s tithes and our offerings.

MAY 8
The Apostle Paul wrote that the fruits of God’s Holy Spirit are LOVE, JOY, PEACE PATIENCE, GENTLENESS, GENEROSITY, KINDNESS, FAITHFULNESS AND SELF-CONTROL.  These nine fruits are evident when we live in the spirit of God’s love and will.

Do you know the next word from Paul?  He said, “AGAINST THESE, THERE IS NO LAW!”  We can freely produce these fruits, and it is legal, permitted, and encouraged!

So why not?  Let’s produce these fruits, and especially the one about generosity, as we present God’s tithe and our offerings.

MAY 15

Today, (Sunday, May 19) is known as PENTECOST SUNDAY!  This is the celebration of the birthday of the Church. The Jews were gathered in Jerusalem to this feast that followed Passover by fifty days. In Acts 2, according to Eugene Peterson’s version of the scripture, THE MESSAGE, “there was a sound like a strong wind…gale force – no one could tell where it came from.  . . . Then, like wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks and they started speaking in a number of different languages as the Spirit prompted them.”  When Peter and John were told by those in authority to keep silence, they responded, “We can’t keep quiet about what we’ve seen and heard.”
On this birthday of the Church, can we keep silent?  We are called to spread the blessings of God throughout the world.  One way we can speak in a loud voice is through our gifts.

Let us shout the story as we present God’s tithe and our offerings.

MAY 22

Tomorrow, (Monday, May 27) is Memorial Day.  This Holiday is set aside to honor those who have died in the service of their country while serving in the Armed Forces.  For the sacrifices of many people over a hundred and fifty years, we give thanks and honor.  For some, this weekend signals the beginning of the summer vacation days.  As we look forward to trips and travels, leisure and cookouts, let’s remember those who have sacrificed on our behalf, and preserved our freedoms.  Let’s also remember the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who gives us life through the Grace of God.  Now, let us give generously as we present God’s tithe and our offering.
May 29

Two-thirds of the name of God is “GO!”

While we often emphasize “coming to church” or Going to church,” this is important, but it is not even the half of it.  We, AS the church, are called to “GO” out into our neighborhoods, our schools, our workplaces and into the whole world, and BE the representative of Christ for others.

Our giving is the beginning of our Going.  Let’s GO into the world as we present God’s tithes and our offerings.
