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I n his last will and testament 
Thomas L. Beavers provided a 

bequest for the benefit of the Rich-
lands First United Methodist 
Church in the amount of $100,000. 
Mr. Beavers and his wife, Brownie 
Beavers, were grateful to the gospel 
ministry of Richlands First UMC  
in the lives of their families and 
friends and in the broader Richlands 
community. Stephanie B. Holby,  
as executrix for the estate of her 
father in consultation with her sis-
ter, Cindy Binkman, created THE 
TOM & BROWNIE BEAVERS MERCY 
AND OUTREACH FUND in the Founda-
tion in order to implement the wish-
es of their father and to provide a 
legacy to the kindness and generosi-
ty of their parents. 
 
Tom Beavers was born in Richlands on November 12, 
1924, the son of Tom and Nance Beavers. He spent his 
entire childhood in Richlands, graduating from Richlands 
High School in 1942, where he was a high-achieving stu-
dent and athlete. He was given the nickname “Smokey” in 
his early years and many of his friends called him 
“Smoke” or “Smokey” for the rest of his life. He had one 
brother, Pete Beavers. Both Tom and Pete served their 
country with distinction during World War II. Pete made 
the ultimate sacrifice dying in combat in France in 1945. 
Following the war, Tom completed his education receiving 
his degree from Virginia Polytechnic Institute in 1950, 
before beginning a very successful career that spanned the 

rest of his lifetime in the construc-
tion industry. First in Virginia, then 
in Tennessee, and eventually in At-
lanta, Georgia, where he lived for 
nearly 50 years. 
 
Tom was also the nephew of Bob 
and Lorraine Repass, who also 
spent their lives in Richlands and 
were active at Richlands First 
UMC. Tom and Brownie’s two 
daughters, Stephanie and Cindy 
have many fond memories of their 
regular family trips to Richlands to 
visit “Granny and Tom” Beavers, as 
well as “Ainie and Bobby” Repass, 
who were long-time operators of 
THE TOWNE SHOPPE clothing store. 
These memories include many hap-
py times participating in worship 
services and Sunday school pro-
grams at Richlands First UMC. 

 
THE TOM & BROWNIE BEAVERS MERCY AND OUTREACH 
FUND’S  priority will be to provide annual distributions to 
sustain the mercy and outreach ministry of the church 
through grants to support those in need due to poverty, 
health crisis or lack of educational resources. The fund will 
not replace other church funds meant to provide assistance, 
but extend and enhance the ministry of the church. 
 
Stephanie and Cindy are proud of their parents and thankful 
to the people of Richlands and Richlands First UMC for 
helping to shape their lives and being there for their family 
through good times and hard times. 

WHERE THERE IS SMOKE 
THERE IS GENEROSITY 

Tom (Smokey) & Brownie Beavers 



B y now you may 
have noticed some 

work going on around 
Broadway UMC. The 
roof is being repaired 
and new light fixtures 
have been installed. The 
repaired roof should put 
Broadway in good shape 
(roof wise) for the next 
25-30 years according to 
Doug Hill who has coor-
dinated the repairs. The 
new, more energy effi-
cient light fixtures may 
reduce monthly utility 
costs by more than $200 
a month assuming TVA 
doesn’t raise the rates. 
Even if TVA does raise 
the rates, we’ll still be using less electricity and paying less 
for utilities than we would have with the old light fixtures. 
 
The total cost for all this work is around $70,000. How are 
we going to pay for it? We’re glad you asked. That’s the real 
story here. 
 
For several years the Trustees have been identifying and 
prioritizing what needs to be done around the church to keep 
our facilities in good repair and minimize operating costs. 
Their “To Do” list is pretty long but the Trustees continued 
to do their job even though they had no idea how they might 
be able to pay for the items on that list. 
 
When they reached the point where we could see blue sky 
through some of the holes in the roof, they knew they had to 
act. Kim Hill investigated the insurance coverage on the 
building. Doug Hill provided details to file a claim. The re-
sult was an award of $43,500 toward repairing the roof. But 
the cost of the roof repairs was $59,900. The Trustees were 
$15,500 short. Where would they get the extra funds? 
 
Over the last two years, the Broadway UMC Endowment 
Committee under Ralph Brown’s leadership and with the 
assistance of the Holston Conference Foundation, revised 
its Bylaws and changed its procedures. Each year our  
Endowment Committee examines the financial perfor-
mance of the Endowment Account. If preset criteria are 
met, the Endowment Committee makes a “distribution” of 
funds from the Endowment account to a Money Market 
account thereby making funds more readily available for 
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FAITH FIXED THE ROOF  
AND LOWERED THE LIGHT BILL 

use. In January, 2011, 
the Broadway UMC  
Endowment Committee 
made a distribution of 
$20,000 to its Money 
Market Account.  
 
At the request of the 
Trustees, the Endowment 
Committee made $15,500 
available to pay for the 
remaining cost of repair-
ing the roof. The Endow-
ment Committee also 
pointed out to the Trus-
tees that the remaining 
$4,500 from the 2011 
distribution plus $5,500 
left over from the 2010 
distribution for a total of 

$10,000 was available. The Light Replacement Project 
would cost $9, 900. The Trustees elected to complete that 
project as well.  
 
But wait, there’s more. There was an energy improvement 
incentive program available from TVA for the Light Project 
and Broadway’s project qualified. Broadway UMC will re-
ceive a rebate of $1,585 which will go back into the Endow-
ment Money Market account. 
 
Now some folks might choose to look at this series of events 
as an example of good fortune, good karma, or good luck. 
We don’t think so. 
 
The Trustees were faithful in identifying what needed to be 
done to keep the Broadway UMC buildings in good repair. 
 
The Holston Conference Foundation was faithful in 
providing wise counsel to the Broadway UMC Endowment 
Committee. 
 
The Endowment Committee was faithful in updating their 
procedures so funds, if earned, would be more readily avail-
able if needed. 
 
Over the last 20 years contributors to the Broadway UMC 
Endowment Fund have been faithful in setting aside some of 
their treasure to benefit Broadway UMC. 
 
No, my friends, here at Broadway UMC, faith fixed the roof 
and lowered the light bill. 
                                                                         - Larry Martin 

Broadway UMC 

Broadway UMC - Maryville, Tennessee 
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Despite Middle East uprisings, 
Japan’s nuclear crisis and continuing 
unemployment U.S. equity markets 
have been quite resilient. In fact, the 
market has staged its biggest two-year 
run since the Great Depression. BAL-
ANCED GROWTH FUND is up 6.45% 
(trailing 12-month return 14.62%), 
while the EQUITY GROWTH FUND is up 
8.91% (trailing 12-month return 
18.89%). Our INTERMEDIATE INCOME 
FUND is up 1.90% (trailing 12-month 
return 5.25%). In an era of continuing 
record low interest rates, our SHORT-
TERM INCOME FUND is up .86% 
(trailing 12-month return 1.97%). 
Many churches have moved spending 

accounts and other safety-conscious 
accounts to the SHORT-TERM INCOME 
FUND from the MONEY MARKET 
FUND or from CD’s or savings accounts 
outside the Foundation. 
  
At present, the Foundation holds over 
450 local church or other custodial 
accounts. These churches wisely in-
vest their special-purpose funds in the 
Foundation because they appreciate 
both our proven track record of per-
formance, expertise, and service. 
They also recognize that the Founda-
tion is a ministry! 
 
With over $79 million under manage-

ment at the end of April, the Founda-
tion has the size to offer very low-
cost, diversified and productive in-
vestment options combined with so-
cial principals of our church that to-
gether represent a great value. If you 
or your church are interested in learn-
ing more about endowments, be-
quests, spending policies or learning 
more about investing existing funds, 
give us a call. The Foundation offers 
sample materials, guidelines, and ex-
perience in both listening and sharing. 
We are servants of the church and we 
want to work for you! 
              - Charles Stewart 
                 Investment Committee Chair 

David Goodson 
President 
(Church Street UMC, Knoxville) 
 
John Bailes 
Vice-President 
(Cokesbury UMC, Knoxville) 
 
Angel Norman 
Secretary 
(Broadway UMC, Maryville) 
 
Roger Leonard 
Audit Committee Chair 
(State Street UMC, Kingsport) 
 
Ron Hammond 
Conference Relations Chair 
(First UMC, Maryville) 
 
Charles Stewart 
Finance & Investment Chair 
(St. John UMC, Maryville) 
 
Will Pugh 
Gifts Acceptance Chair 
(Concord UMC, Knoxville) 

2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Dennis Falls 
Grants Committee Chair 
(First Farragut UMC) 
 

Ron Matthews 
Nominating Committee Chair 
(Broadway UMC, Maryville) 
 

Charles Kuykendall 
Personnel Committee Chair 
(Concord UMC, Knoxville) 
 
Sarah Beamer 
(St. Paul UMC, Wytheville) 
 

Tom Bowen 
(Gate City UMC, Virginia) 
 

Sam Coulter 
(First UMC, Alcoa) 
 

Leonard Fant 
(Brainerd UMC, Chattanooga) 
 

Lynn Fugate 
(Church Street UMC, Knoxville) 
 

Charlie Harr 
(Middlebrook Pike UMC, Knoxville) 

Craig Ingvalson 
(First Centenary UMC, Chattanooga) 
 

Richard Looney 
(Telford UMC) 
 

Sue Piper 
(Church Street UMC, Knoxville) 
 

Bill Rodgers 
(St. Paul UMC, Wytheville) 
 

Walt Seaman 
(Munsey Memorial UMC) 
 

Sandra Smith 
(Trinity UMC, Greeneville) 
 

Daniel Taylor, Jr. 
(Conference Secretary) 
 

Richard H. Timberlake 
(Concord UMC, Knoxville) 
 

Legal Counsel 
Jackson Kramer 
 

Ex-Officio 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. 
John Tate 

NON-BOARD COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Thomas P. Eiseman James L. Harrison, Sr. David Green 
Audit Committee Audit Committee Redwine Committee Chair 
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2011 REPORT TO THE  
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Despite the bumpy ride during the year, the financial markets ended 2010 
with a roar that left many faces smiling. Our official performance numbers 
are excellent with each fund beating its respective benchmark for the year. 
Our largest and most popular fund offering, the BALANCED GROWTH FUND 
was up 13.45% (benchmark 11.24%), while the EQUITY GROWTH FUND 
was up 16.34% (benchmark 15.14%). Both funds are considered long-term 
investments and appropriate for endowments, scholarships, etc., where a 
distribution would be based on a percentage of the market value. Our 

INTERMEDIATE INCOME FUND was up 6% (benchmark 4.72%). Our SHORT-TERM 
INCOME FUND, a very popular option for accounts seeking both safety and earnings, was up 2.18%. Account holders 
in the MONEY MARKET FUND should consider moving to this option. 
 
For those not aware, accounts are invested in the Foundation in two broad categories…those held in custodial 
accounts and those permanently directed as Foundation accounts. Custodial account owners (local churches, 
institutions) select the fund or mix of fund options they determine are the best match for their account(s). Account 
owners are free to adjust their investment choices or to move their funds to another fund option at the end of any 
month (subject to any legal or donor restrictions). Foundation-owned accounts are invested and stewarded by the 
Foundation Board according to donor-imposed restrictions for their use such as a designated use at a specific local 
church, a college or seminary scholarship or for mission and outreach priorities. About two-thirds of all the funds held 
in the Foundation are custodial accounts and most of the rest are donor-restricted endowments and scholarships 
permanently entrusted to our care. 
 
If your church or agency has new or additional special-purpose funds held in checking or savings accounts or in low-
yielding CDs, please contact us so that we can help you explore other options. If you are an individual interested in 
learning more about creating a special-purpose endowment, scholarship, or other fund to benefit your church or 
support other ministry needs, we would be more than happy to assist you in creating a plan that reflects your values. 
The Foundation is a service ministry to other church ministries and to the people who want to support them through 
their gifts and plans. We specialize in endowment creation and management. During 2010, the Foundation 
distributed $2,418,618 back to churches and ministries, while adding $3,243,652 in new funds to new and existing 
accounts. 
 
As 2011 begins, we want to recognize our board of directors and committee members who give of their service, 
wisdom, time, talent, and funds to support our ministry. These highly respected professionals and church leaders are 
uncompensated for their time or travel and we are blessed by their leadership and oversight. We especially want to 
thank Will Pugh for his past two years of service as President and for his continuing service on the board and 
executive committee. He has provided a steady hand and much wisdom and credibility to our efforts. If you know 
or meet any of the fine individuals who serve our board, thank them for their efforts and ask them about their 
experience. 
 
This past year was quite successful and we celebrate the fact that we have now crossed another significant 
milestone in terms of assets managed in the Foundation. On December 31, 2010, we held $75,426,409 in 647 
accounts. As Alex Hailey once said, “If you see a turtle on a fencepost, it did not get there by itself.” We are 
grateful to you for your faith and trust in the Foundation and look forward to another great year of opportunities to 
enhance the ministries of our church and spread the Good News gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Roger Redding 
Executive Director 

David Goodson, 
Board President 
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T he way Henrietta Pugh lived 
her life was a true testament to 

her positive attitude, selflessness, 
and true faith in the Lord. Henrietta 
was born to Henry Robert & Vir-
ginia Lowry McConkey and raised 
in Lenoir City, Tennessee. She and 
Will, her husband of 51 years, met 
in a drive-in restaurant in 1955 in 
Lenoir City, fell in love and married 
on December 23, 1957. Henrietta 
was a wonderful homemaker, moth-
er, and grandmother and an active 
member of Concord United Meth-
odist Church, the Symphony 
League and the Westmoreland Hills 
Lunch Bunch. She and Will raised 
three children of their own, Linda, 
Jim, and Mark and were blessed 
with grandchildren Elizabeth, Ryan, 
Will, Carol, Reese, and Rylie. She 
frequently travelled with Will to 
many national and Tennessee ac-
counting professional association 
and board functions and visited eve-
ry state except Indiana and Wiscon-
sin. Henrietta fought cancer of an 
unknown origin for six years with 
four rounds of chemotherapy, beat-
ing it into remission three times. 
She passed away on October 26, 
2009, at age 72, having never com-
plained about her circumstances or 
the ordeal of her treatments. 
 
Henrietta lived a God-honoring life. 
One of her many gifts was caring 
for others, especially senior citi-
zens. She tenderly cared for her 
mother making daily drives to the 
Vonore-Madisonville area during 
the last year of her mother’s life. 
She also spent over twenty years 
caring for three elderly aunts in the 
Sweetwater area who did not drive 

HENRIETTA PUGH 
A Legacy of Caring for Others 

and put more miles on a car doing 
that than husband, Will, did work-
ing. Henrietta had a true gift relat-
ing to the elderly and frequently 
visited church members, friends, 
and parents of friends in area nurs-
ing homes, delivering goodies, tak-
ing them to lunch, and just being 
with them. She was a gracious and 
caring friend who lifted spirits and 
demonstrated her faith through her 
everyday demeanor and actions. 
 
It is this lifetime “well lived” that 
inspired the Donor to launch this 
Fund in Henrietta’s memory. It is 
the Donor’s desire that this Fund 
follows Henrietta’s example of car-
ing for others above self. 
 
It is this lifetime “well-lived” that 
inspired Will Pugh to create a fund 

in Henrietta’s memory. Will talked 
with fellow Foundation board and 
Concord UMC members, Charlie 
Kuykendahl and Richard Timber-
lake about the Concord Adult Day 
Enrichment Services (CADES) min-
istry and the great need for funds to 
strengthen and foster its outreach 
ministry. The CADES program pro-
vides a safe, nurturing, and caring 
home-like atmosphere for partici-
pants who need care because of  
either physical or mental function-
ing impairments. CADES also pro-
vides support, education, and respite 
of caregivers. Most of the CADES 
participants are not associated with 
Concord UMC, meaning this truly is 
a wonderful outreach ministry to the 
community. 
 
After careful thought, Will decided 
to issue a $100,000 challenge to 
match funds for this ministry, 
which so closely reflects Henri-
etta’s lifetime values. Word spread 
among family, members of Concord 
UMC and other friends and associ-
ates. Over the course of just a few 
months the matching funds were  
in hand and THE HENRIETTA M. 
PUGH CADES ENDOWMENT FUND 
was established. Last October the 
Holston Conference Foundation 
Board surprised Will with a grant  
to this fund in loving memory of 
Henrietta and to thank him for  
his last two years of service as  
President. 
 
Both Henrietta and Will have made 
a lasting impact in our community 
and the United Methodist Church. 
We are indeed thankful for their 
witness, example, and service. 

Will & Henrietta Pugh 

Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God. I am the Lord. 
                                                                                                                                             LEVITICUS 19:32 



T wo years ago Boo and Phyllis Hankins headed to “Elephant Land” in Southern 
Sudan to live, work, and provide leadership to the 17 United Methodist churches 
there. When they arrived there was no housing, no compound, no schools,  
no water, no infrastructure and certainly no instructions on where to even 

begin. Now their two-year term of service has come to an end, but the foundation they 
have laid and seeds of opportunity and hope they have nurtured and sweated over are truly 

remarkable. Don’t get me 
wrong, even as Libby and 
Fred Dearing head to South-
ern Sudan to take their place, 
the challenges there are 
huge, but there is much to 
celebrate and every reason to 
be positive that God is bless-
ing the people of Southern 
Sudan.  
 
Over the past several years, 
the Foundation has helped to 
champion the need for clean 
water and sanitation efforts 
there. Boo and Phyllis had a 
goal of providing clean water 

to each of the 17 church sites. We have also channeled special gifts to help build, equip, 
and upgrade the Captain’s House, which serves as the home and operations center for the 
United Methodist Church in Southern Sudan. It is one thing talking about Sudan and an-
other seeing, learning, tasting, smelling, sweating, praying, crying, laughing, and serving there. Earlier this year, I had the privilege 
of going to Sudan with Lucky Team 13 and the experience was absolutely humbling. 
 
While it was a 15-day journey, we were actually on the ground in Sudan for 10 days. Rev. Mike Sluder and Rev. Chris Brown led 
clergy and lay training in the Gospel of Mark for five days, while Jarrod Suits brought the first youth leader training. Sessions 
were packed every day and many of those in attendance walked for miles to get there and literally slept on the ground at Yei UMC 

to learn more about the gospel. 
 
Becky Hall,  (Christ UMC Chattanooga), 
Kathleen Callen (First UMC Knoxville), 
and myself got to work with Steve and  
Diantha Hodges and a group of United 
Methodist Church teachers who came from 
surrounding villages to learn agricultural 
skills and public health initiatives. Actually 
this group cleared a plot behind the Captains 
House to be called “Eden Teaching Farm” 
for agriculture training and to develop a 
novel pilot design for a very affordable la-
trine system. The heat was extreme, but the 
deep interest, pride, and enthusiasm for an 
opportunity to learn while building relation-
ships was truly exciting. 
 
Boo & Phyllis, Fred & Libby, and Danny 
Howe gave me a wonderful opportunity to 
taste a bit of everything during this visit. 
One day they learned that the drilling rig 
was very close to hitting water at Logo-
bero. They pulled me from the field and we 
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SOUTHERN SUDAN . . . 

Boo & Phyllis  Hankins 

Roger Redding with Sudan chi

LUCKY TEAM 13 (pictured left to right):  Jarrod Suits, Danny Howe, Karen Combs,  
Roger Redding, Becky Hall, Mike Sluder, Libby Dearing, Fred Dearing , 

 Kathleen Callen, and Chris Brown. 



 THE SINGING WATERS 
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made the short trip over a very rough road. There on top of the hill was the rig spitting out pieces 
of rock and dirt right next to the church. There on the ground a trickle started to flow while chil-
dren and adults anxiously awaited inside the thatched roof church. The next day we returned and 
the rig was gone, but as you approached the pipe in the ground, you could hear the singing of the 
water. It was like God’s voice declaring that a new day is here. I cried. I thought of all the church-
es and people who stepped forward in faith to help bring these people who they will never see or 
know a cold drink of water in Jesus’ name. I also got to see the swampy, nasty hole in the ground 
that the people had 
been using for water. 
In the past, if they 
wanted clean water 
they had to walk five 
miles. While God  
provides the water, 
the generosity of the 
people in Holston 
provided the means. 
Lives will be changed 
forever. 
 
Twenty bore holes 
have now been com-
pleted, including two 
new ones since my 
visit in Ridya and Kis-

angani. I would be remiss in not mentioning Mandella 
Logoge, who provided wonderful leader-ship and 
assistance in negotiating and delivering precedent 
service, at a deep discount for our water projects.  
I am proud to have Mandella as a friend.  
 
During our visit results of the referendum to separate 
from Sudan were announced 98.3% of the people in 
the South voted for independence. While the newest 
nation on earth will not be totally independent until 

July 9, none of us there will ever forget the drums, the singing or the 
gunfire that lasted the entire night of our last night there. English is 
already the official language of this new nation. There will be lots of 
other stories, struggles and successes coming from the Republic of 
Southern Sudan. Fred & Libby and Steve & Diantha need to be in our 
prayers. There are churches and schools to build, as well as an orphan-
age, but just as Boo and Phyllis have demonstrated with God all things 
are possible! Thanks Holston for being faithful and generous!  
I can still hear the living waters sing! Jesus is the water of life. Roger Redding & Mandella Logoge 

ildren at Mirodu well 

Agricultural Training at Eden Teaching Farm 

Drilling rig at Logobero  



Adam Hamilton, pastor of Church of the Resurrection in Kansas City says that Clif Christopher is a “gift to the church.” He 
says, “His efforts to help churches, leaders and individuals to understand the relationship of giving to a devoted faith and 
the Kingdom of God have had an incalculable impact.” 
 
We are proud and excited to offer a fall workshop featuring Clif Christopher as the presenter. The one-day workshop will 
be offered twice, once at Concord UMC on September 24 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and again at Pleasant View UMC in 
Abingdon on September 25 from 2:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 
Clif is the author of three valuable books, the latest of which is Whose Offering Plate Is It?  He is the founder and president 
of Horizon Stewardship Company and a veteran United Methodist pastor. 
 
Last year’s speaker at a similar workshop, Lovett Weems has said “Clif Christopher answers the questions most on the 
minds of pastors and congregational leaders today about the challenges and opportunities of funding the church’s mission.” 
 
A brochure and registration information is available on our website at www.stewardship.holston.org and will also be 
mailed to local church leaders. A discount is available for those registering by August 31 and for groups of five or more 
from each church. Check the brochure for details. 

$TEWARDSHIP MATTERS 

 

J. CLIF CHRISTOPHER STEWARDSHIP WORKSHOP 

STEWARDSHIP TRAINING CLASS 2011 
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In March we sent another group of pastors for training in local church financial management under 
Dr. Michael Reeves. This makes 73 pastors whom we have sent to Texas for training. Each group 
has filled out evaluations of their experience and this information has helped to  “tweek” the 
workshops for the better.   
 
This year’s workshop emphasized the development of a “culture of generosity” in our churches on a year-round basis 
and was probably the best one yet.  The group learned that while most United Methodists are among the top third in 
affluence in our nation, we are 28th out of the top 30 denominations in annual giving.  Of the top 63 denominations we are 
46th.  Overall, United Methodists give approximately 2.2% of our annual income to our churches. 
 
Dr. Reeves uses strong scriptural foundations, theological interpretations and Wesleyan traditions to make his 
presentations.  He reinforces the pastor’s responsibility to be the leader in financial matters in the local church, both by 
example and by involvement.  He calls the reluctance or refusal of the pastor’s involvement in this area, “clergy 
malpractice.”  He points out the passages in the Discipline to reinforce the pastor’s responsibility to “BE the administrative 
officer of the local church…” and to “provide leadership for the funding ministry of the congregation.”  Also, pastors are to 
“model and promote faithful financial stewardship and to encourage giving as a spiritual discipline by teaching the biblical 
principles of giving.” 
 
Unfortunately, many pastors are unaware or are in denial about these rather strong admonitions to lead in these ways.  
Michael Reeves makes sure they are made aware.  This year’s workshop emphasized the development of a “culture of 
generosity” in our churches on a year-round basis. Several participants shared their experience…. 

2011 STEWARDSHIP TRAINING ATTENDEES 
Stuart Albee Jay Ferguson, Jr. David Jackson Carole Martin Paul Seay 
Andrew Amodei Randy Frye Josh Kilbourne Daniel Ogle Robert Smith 
Chris Brown John Grimm Nicole Krewson Aaron Pierce Doug Wilder 
Kristen Burkhart Charles Harrison Scott Layer Clair Travis Sauer  

BILL KILDAY 
Director of Stewardship 

 

“This experience will help me change our church culture to one of generosity.” 
 

“This is the most practical continuing ed. experience I’ve had, filling a real hole from seminary.” 
 

“I have more confidence to talk more regularly and plainly about faith and money, generosity and discipleship…not 
because we need money, but because we are about making disciples of Jesus Christ.” 
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Congratulations to these recipients. The Foundation’s Grant Committee reviewed dozens of applications totaling 
over $159,000 at our last meeting on May 12, 2011. Another $40,000 in Margaret Loving money was approved 
for Loving Scholarships to Hiwassee, Tennessee Wesleyan, and Emory & Henry Colleges for the 2011-2012 
academic year. The Grants Committee will meet to select any additional grants available for missions, outreach 
evangelism, seminary/higher education scholarships in the early fall and work on any priority needs to be 
stressed for 2012. It is our honor to steward the visions and plans so many generous people have established 
through the Foundation. Contact us if we can be of service.  
                                                                                                                                                       -  Dennis Falls 

                                                                                                                                                        Grant Committee Chair              

MARGARET LOVING SENIOR GRANTS 
Broad Street UMC / Keith UMC /           $    500 Cleveland District Older Adult Events - Mini Jubilation 
Meigs Parish 
Cherokee UMC      1,600 Cherokee Accessibility Project (CAP) to help the hard of  hearing senior  
  senior citizens in congregation 
Church Street UMC      2,500 KAY Senior Care Center 
Concord UMC      2,500 “CADES” Adult Day Services 
Fairview UMC - Hixson, TN         500 Outreach for the Elderly and Low-Income Program 
First UMC - Bristol      1,500 Parish Nurse Program 
First UMC - Jefferson City         550 “Keenagers” Van Steps for Senior Adults 
First Oak Ridge UMC       2,500  Keystone Adult Day Program 
First UMC - Rogersville          500 Manna Kitchen 
Glen Alpine  UMC      1,000 “The Unseen Church” Program helping elderly shut-ins 
Heiskell UMC      1,000 “JOY” Program  bible study for elderly 
HC - Camp & Retreat Ministries      3,000 Adult Celebration Camp Buffalo Mountain for adults with special abilities 
HC - Camp & Retreat Ministries      2,000 Senior Adult Days at Camp Lookout 
Ketron UMC      1,000 Senior Outreach Program 
New Salem UMC      1,500 Senior Adult Day Activities Program 
Seymour UMC       1,500 Older Adult Ministries Proposed Activities Program 
Shady Grove UMC      1,920 Shut In But Not Shut Out Program 
Stanley UMC      2,000 ERS Connection II (Educational, Recreational, Spiritual  
  Connection) Program 
Telford UMC      2,000 Handymen for Christ Program 
Valley View UMC      2,500 HOPE Program (Helping Older People Excel) 
Wesley House Community      3,000 Wellness in Seniors Education (WISE) Program 
Wesley Memorial UMC      2,500 Wesley Wellness Initiative Program 
    $ 37,570 
 

                                                                     REDWINE GRANTS 
Cherokee UMC  $   2,500 Heritage Outreach Program (HOP) Backyard VBS and Beyond 
First UMC - Independence       2,000 Community Summer Activity Program 
  $  4,500 

 

EVELYN WEBB HENSON YOUTH ENDOWMENT 
First UMC - Gatlinburg  $  5,000 Youth Program 
New Mount Olive UMC      1,000 Operation Gummy Bear 
Seymour UMC      1,500 Pillow Ministry 
St. John UMC      5,000 Playground Renovation 
Stanley UMC      3,000 The Joy Project / Morals Through Reading Afterschool Tutoring Program 
Telford UMC      2,500 Wednesday Night Children/Youth Program 
      $ 18,000 
 

MISCELLANEOUS GRANTS 
Trinity UMC - Greeneville $   5,000 Elevator Project 
Wytheville District      1,500 Tornado Disaster Relief 
 $  6,500 

GRANTS AWARDED IN 2011 



The Bible contains many stories of love and 
generosity; and it also records a planned gift. 
 
The story is told in I CHRONICLES 22 and 28. 
God would not allow King David to build his 
Temple, but told him that his son Solomon 
would build it after David’s death. In antici-
pation of this great construction project,  
David accumulated immense quantities of 
gold, silver, bronze, precious stones and ex-
otic woods. He then bequeathed these assets 
to his son Solomon, along with God’s plans 
and instructions for the design of the Temple 
(even in Bible times, it seems, donors could 
be somewhat demanding about how they 
wanted their planned gifts to be used...). The 
result was a Temple of such magnificence 
that none has been built since to compare it to.  
 
When King David prepared his will and dedicated these assets and 
plans for building the Temple, he prayed, “But who am I, and who are 
my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Eve-
rything comes from you and we have given you only what comes 
from your hand... all of this abundance we have provided for you a 
Temple for your Holy Name, comes from your hand, and it all be-
longs to you.” (I CHRONICLES 29: 14 & 16) 

 
This prayer of David 
sets the chief biblical 
principle for all giving. 
Since we are God’s cre-
ation, and all we have 
comes from Him, any-
thing we “own” really 
belongs to Him. Our 
philanthropy then be-
comes a stewardship of 

giving a portion back for whatever good we are led to support, 
both during our days of life on earth and then at our death for 
generations who come after us. 
 
The Bible is full of teachings about accumulating wealth, 

caring for the poor and needy, providing for 
our families and giving to God’s service for 
both secular and spiritual purposes. Jesus in 
the New Testament had much to say bout giv-
ing. There is His parable of the rich man who 
accumulated great wealth for selfish reasons, 
and lost it all when he died (LUKE 12:16-21). 
Jesus proclaims the truth that we cannot take 
our wealth with us when we die, and it is so 
much better to use that wealth for the benefit 
of others rather than ourselves. In this way we 
become “rich in spirit,” Jesus says. 
 
Jesus also said that, “It is better to give than 
to receive.” 
 
The Apostle Paul, in his writings in the second 

letter to the Corinthian congregation, encourages extravagant 
giving. Giving reaps generous blessings in return, and Paul 
teaches that, “God loves it when the giver delights in the giv-
ing. God loves a cheerful giver.” (II CORINTHIANS 9:6-8) The 
joy of giving leads to greater self esteem, better health, and a 
longer life. This truth is backed by many legitimate scientific 
studies and certainly is reflected in I TIMOTHY 6:17-19 and the 
call to live a life that is truly life. 
 
Americans are among the most generous people on earth, yet 
each year we on average give only about 2% of our income to 
charity. If measured as a group, religious congregations and 
organizations receive about 35% of all charitable gifts made 
each year and about 50% of all the charitable gifts given  
by  individuals during their lifetime. Interestingly though, 
churches/religious causes only receive about 5.6% of all char-
itable bequests. Why the discrepancy? One real possibility is 
that we do not ask and our church members may not know 
that we are interested and available to listen and assist them 
in their planning process. 
 
If the Foundation can assist you in learning more about lega-
cy or bequest giving or in establishing an endowment com-
mittee or educational program in your church, please give us 
a call. 

KING DAVID MADE  
THE FIRST PLANNED GIFT 

HOLSTON CONFERENCE FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 900 

Alcoa, TN  37701-0900 
Phone: (865) 690-8124   Fax: (865) 690-3162 

 

rogerredding@holston.org                 cliffamos@holston.org 

Special thanks to Jerry Rohrbach (Salvation Army) and Viken Mikaelian for allowing us to borrow  
a good portion of this story. Visit www.plannedgiving.com to learn more. 
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THE RAYMOND F. STOWERS  
SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT 

An Investment in the Future 
JAMES AND DORIS SINKS OF ROCKY GAP, VIRGINIA HAVE A PASSION FOR LIFE! 
They share a deep love for each other, for the United Methodist Church, for the 
memory of parents, and for the education of young people. The Sinks recently 
updated their estate plans to reflect their values and created two scholarships, 
one honoring Doris’ mother, Ora Gray Stowers, at Radford University and other 
honoring Doris’ father, Raymond F. Stowers in the Holston Conference 
Foundation. 
 
The Sinks asked Roger Redding to visit and review how a scholarship could be 
created, managed, and stewarded. As a result, a scholarship endowment 
agreement was drafted, reviewed, approved and funded. THE RAYMOND F. 
STOWERS SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT will provide annual scholarships for 
United Methodist students with priority given to students from the Tazewell 
District with secondary consideration for other areas of Virginia within the 
Holston Conference. The scholarship is to be awarded to a student in good 
standing or approved to attend Emory & Henry College or to a seminary 
approved by the Holston Conference. 
 
Raymond F. Stowers was born March 17, 
1915 and passed away on March 25, 
2001. He attended Concord College and 
the University of Virginia. He and Ora 

Gray married in 1944. He was quite a successful cattle farmer and also had a keen eye 
for land speculation. While he never completed his degree, he was deeply committed 
to quality education and served on the Bland County School Board for 24 years never 
missing a meeting. Doris was their only child and they saw to her proper upbringing 
and education. Mr. & Mrs. Stowers were very active members of Rocky Gap United 
Methodist Church, where he served on the trustees and she was the long-time 
treasurer. They blessed Doris and James with generosity and love and even provided 
a substantial gift to their church through their estate. 
 
Both James and Doris are thankful for the love of their parents and their own 
opportunities to serve the community and the church. James was the son of a 
sharecropper and he directly benefitted from the generosity of others who provided 
scholarship support to finish his degree at Emory & Henry College. 
 
The Sinks never had children of their own, but hope this scholarship will leave a 
legacy of learning that will make a lasting difference for generations to come. As 
retired teachers and active leaders in the United Methodist Church at the local, district, and conference level, the Sinks hope 
that the students who receive aid from this fund will know that they have been blessed by people of faith and that someday 
they, too, may have their own opportunity to be a blessing to others. Even though the Sinks intend to add other funds 
through their estate plan, they wanted to establish this scholarship during their lifetime so that they could experience the joy 
of seeing it in action. 
 
If you are interested in exploring the establishment of an endowment or scholarship to leave your own legacy, please 
contact the Foundation. 

James & Doris Sink 
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Raymond F. Stowers 

Honor your father and mother and love your neighbor as yourself. 
                                                                                                                      MATTHEW 19:18 
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                 FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such 
sacrifices God is pleased.                                               HEBREWS 13:16 

    Roger Redding   Cliff Amos      Bill Kilday 
   Executive Director                                     Director of Gift Planning                             Director of Stewardship 
rogerredding@holston.org                              cliffamos@holston.org                               billkilday@holston.org 

 
 Brenda Mills    Rita Broderick 

  Accounts Manager Administrative Assistant  
 brendamills@holston.org                                ritabroderick@holston.org 

THE HOLSTON CONFERENCE OF  
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

FOUNDATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 900 

Alcoa, TN 37701-0900 
 

   Phone: (865) 690-8124 
     Fax: (865) 690-3162 
Toll-Free: (866) 690-4080 
 
www.holston.org/foundation 


