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Imagine Saving Millions Of Lives \ <5

MALARIA

The people of The United Methodist Church’




Sunday to Save Lives 
Children’s Sermons
Children’s Sermon 1 – Facts About Malaria
Ask children to come forward and gather under a large net, like children in Africa. 

· Invite children to climb under the net like to protect them from the mosquito. Designate one child to be on the outside and pretend to be a mosquito. Have him/her circle the net buzzing and acting like he/she is trying to get in through the net. Point out that the children are safe because the mosquito cannot get through the protective net.

· Ask: Why do children in Africa need to sleep under bed nets? WAIT FOR RESPONSES
Share: Bed nets like this one help to stop the female anopheles [“an off a lees”] mosquito, the only one that spreads malaria.  These mosquitoes only bite at night. It is especially important for children and pregnant women to sleep underneath a protective net because they are the ones who get most sick if they are infected with malaria.

· Ask: If you were in Africa and someone gave you a net like this, how do you think you might use it? WAIT FOR RESPONSES
Share: Some people might use the net for catching fish. Some might cut it up and use as fabric for dresses. Some families do not know that mosquitoes transfer malaria, or that sleeping under a net will keep their family safe from malaria. This is why it is very important to educate people about how important it is to use the nets properly even get the net.  It is also important to inform people by using things like radio, cell phones and billboards – all common ways of communicating in Africa. 

· Ask: When you get sick, where do you go and what do you use to get better? WAIT FOR RESPONSES
Share: When children in Africa get sick, they need medicine from trained medical workers at hospitals, clinics and health posts to help them get better but not all the clinics have malaria treatment available. Our gifts to Imagine No Malaria help make sure these doctors and clinics have the resources they need to diagnose and treat malaria so no one dies of a disease that we already know how to stop!

· Share:  Working together our families here can help families in Africa stay healthy. We can help keep children in Africa from getting sick from malaria. Talk with your parents and your friends about malaria. Even a small gift of $10 can buy a net and train a family how to use it most effectively.  Imagine… thousands of children who are able to grow big and strong because you and your family helped to save their life.

· (Optional: You might consider purchasing an Imagine No Malaria bracelet for each child and give it to them at this time).

End with a prayer. “Dear God, thank you for all the ways to take care of us. For healthy bodies and good food and safe houses to live in.  Help us know how we can help others. We especially pray for the children in Africa who need to be protected from malaria. We pray that you would watch over them and use the money we give to help them stay well.  Amen.” 
Children’s Sermon 2 – Understanding How Malaria Works

Materials: 

Plastic Sandwich Bag, Large Clear Bowl, Red Food Coloring, Baking Soda, Paper Towel, Vinegar, Water, Apron, Mosquito (Picture or Pipe Cleaner Mosquito)

Script:
Leader:  Hi boys and girls, how are you doing today?

Children: Respond
Leader:  Great!  I am so happy to be with you this morning, because we get to do a science experiment.  First, who can tell me what this is?  Hold up a picture of a mosquito or a pipe cleaner mosquito.

Children:  Respond

Leader:  This is a mosquito.  What do they do?

Children:  They bite!

Leader:  That’s right, mosquitoes bite people.  What happens after you are bitten?

Children:  You itch!

Leader:  Did you know in Africa, little boys and girls just like you have to worry about getting bitten by a mosquito?  In Africa, mosquitoes carry a disease called malaria.  Who knows what that is?

Children:  Respond

Leader:  Malaria is a disease that makes people very, very sick.  In fact, it can kill people, especially children.  Would you like to do a science experiment to see what malaria does to a person’s body?

Children:  Yes!

Leader:  This is a red blood cell.  Hold up a sandwich bag filled with ½ cup of vinegar, ½ cup of water, and red food coloring.

Leader:  This is malaria.  Hold up a folded paper towel, folded so that it holds 1 tablespoon of baking soda inside like a pocket or envelope.

Leader:  Let’s see what happens when malaria gets into a person’s red blood cells.  Drop the paper towel pocket into the bag and seal quickly.  Put the bag into the bowl.

Leader:  I need a volunteer to shake it for me.  Allow children to shake the bowl until the bag explodes. 

Leader:  What happened?
Children:  It exploded!  It got all foamy and went everywhere.

Leader:  The red blood cell exploded.  Malaria destroyed it.  How do you think that feels?

Children:  It probably hurts.  

Leader:  It does hurt!  This disease is very painful.  Do you think it only destroys one red blood cell?

Children:  Respond

Leader:  Malaria can destroy almost all of a person’s red blood cells.  This disease is absolutely yucky, but guess what?  Our church has decided to fight it.  Put up fists.

Leader:  How do you think we can fight it?

Children:  Respond

Leader:  Our church is fighting malaria through prevention, treatment, communication, and education.  We are going to stop deaths from malaria in Africa by 2015.  Guess what?  We are the first church ever to decide to eliminate a disease as a source of death in the name of Christ!  Who thinks that is exciting?

Children:  Respond

Leader:  I think it is very exciting, because it shows that God’s words are true.  Did you know that in John 14:12, Jesus said those who believed in him would do the things that he had done and those who believed in him would do even greater things than he had done?  When our church does something no other church has ever done before, we prove that Christ’s words are true.  How do you think that makes God feel?

Children:  Happy!

Leader:  When we show that Christ’s words are true that makes God very happy.  Will you pray with me?

Closing Prayer:  God thank you so much for the chance to serve you by helping heal boys and girls with malaria.  Help us to be bold and heal as many as possible from this painful disease.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon 3 – Explaining the Poster Brochure
Materials:  

Poster Brochure

Script:

Leader:  Hi boys and girls, how are you doing today?


Children: Respond

Leader:  Who has seen all the Imagine No Malaria posters we have around the church?


Children:  Respond

Leader:  Did you know our posters tell a story?


Children: Respond
Leader:  Show the children the front of the poster with the child staring out of a window.  Who can tell me what this says?  


Children:  “One Child”

Leader:  Open the poster to the section with all the children’s pictures in boxes.  “One child means the world to somebody.”  Boys and girls, who are these children?  Help the children read about the children pictured in the poster “prized goalie, future doctor, best friend, etc.”

Leader:  All of these children have a wonderful spot in their communities.  Some of them are great soccer players, some are studying hard to become doctors, and some are even amazing musicians.  They are important people.  Their families, teachers, friends, and coaches love them.
Leader:  Open up the poster to the section with empty boxes.  What happened to all the children on our poster?


Children:  Respond

Leader:  The children have disappeared.  Now there are just empty squares on our poster!  What happened?  “One child dies of malaria every thirty seconds in Africa.”  Malaria took away the beautiful children on our poster and all the ways they were important in their communities.  

Leader:  That makes me sad…but, guess what?  Open up the poster completely.  Our church is working very hard to make sure children are protected from malaria.  This poster tells us all the wonderful things the church is doing to help children in Africa and we have been successful! Our poster says a child dies every 30 seconds, but because of our hard work, that number is now every 45 seconds!      
Prayer:  God, we praise you for helping us be successful in protecting so many children from malaria.  Help us be encouraged to continue so that all your children can be safe from this disease.  Amen.  

How to use: The Children’s Sermons may be used as part of your Sunday to Save Lives or on any Sunday leading up to it.  You may choose to incorporate a children’s message into each service.  “Jesus Loves the Little Children” is a great theme song for your children’s emphasis on Imagine No Malaria.  Explore the ways God loves each and every one of his children, wherever they are born, and how Jesus calls us to help others.
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