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Suggested Communion Service for Wednesday, April 24
(during Imagine No Malaria Activity Week April 20-28)
OPENING MUSIC

· Recommended: 

· Open the Eyes of My Heart  (By Paul Baloche)

· Here I Am to Worship  (By: Tim Hughes)

· UMH  451  “Be Thou My Vision” 

· Alternate:  Select from your repertoire

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

Express your thanks for the presence of friends and guests.

Welcome to a very special worship service to save lives through Imagine No Malaria. Tomorrow (Thursday, April 25) is World Malaria Day and we come together with others across the world to remember those who suffer and those to whom we can offer hope.

Nearly a million lives are needlessly lost each year.  Every 60 seconds, another child is lost to a preventable disease.  Malaria is bleeding a continent, draining the lifeblood of a people and its future.  Entire nations are slipping away - slipping through life's precious net.

But not if we hear the buzzing inside of us, if we feel the call to act, to get involved, to imagine a world without malaria, and then make it happen. Just $10 saves a life. Just $10 offers prevention, education, treatment, and communication resources that offer life. You have the power to save lives.

The Holston Conference of The United Methodist Church is committed to saving 100,000 lives by Annual Conference. Tonight, and this week, churches from across the Holston Conference are joining together to save lives through Imagine No Malaria and to lift up those who are suffering because of this preventable disease of poverty. Through God, all things are possible.  Working together, we can empower our brothers and sisters in Africa to achieve victory over malaria.

The people of The United Methodist Church committed to uniting to support Imagine No Malaria. Bill Gates shared the following statement: “You are 11 million people armed with the conviction that all the world is your parish. That makes you the most powerful weapon there is against malaria.”

Malaria constitutes a global crisis and we, as Christians, must respond.  To sit back and let vast numbers of children and pregnant women die from a disease that is a distant memory in the comfort of our churches in the developed world is unconscionable.  

The church is in a position to meet the needs of the people of Africa.  Indeed, it is our responsibility to do so.  Thank you for joining this worship service to save lives and offer hope through Imagine No Malaria. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE

Transition from greeting and overview to the service of worship
OPENING LITANY 

Leader: 
It is time to worship!

People:
So we thank God for providing in ways more than we can ask or imagine.

Leader:
It is time to worship!

People:
So we praise God for the privilege of gathering with a song in our hearts.

Leader:
It is time to worship!

People:
So we seek to honor God through our responses and our gifts today.

Leader:
Let us worship God!

OPENING INVITATION AND PRAYER 

What a joy it is today to gather with our brothers and sisters. We are, indeed, a connected people. We gather with the assurance that God is with us.  God is with us whenever we seek to be instruments of healing and wholeness.  This day we gather with the conviction, that God is raising us up to make a difference in the lives of so many who are affected by malaria.  The scriptures declare that there is a balm in Gilead and this day we will be a healing balm.  O God, be present in our witness and praise.  Amen.

Music
· There is a Balm in Gilead 

· Or chorus “I Love You, Lord”  

SCRIPTURE OPTIONS
Psalm 140: 12
Isaiah 58:6-9

Isaiah 65:17-25

Matthew 10:8

Matthew 22:39

Matthew 25:31-40

Luke 12:48

Romans 15:25-26 

Ephesians 3:20-21

1 Timothy 6:17-19

James 2:14-17

1 John 3:17-18

MEDITATION

· Through Imagine No Malaria we have the opportunity to make an investment in the lives of countless children across Africa.  What plans might God have for them, and how will God be glorified by their lives?  We will likely never know the full impact of our gifts.  Yet the joy is in imagining how those children might come to experience abundant life and the amazing ways God can use their lives to reach out to others. 

· You may have heard the “Nets Plus” language: through Imagine No Malaria, we are creating a sustainable solution for malaria in Africa that goes beyond prevention to include education, treatment and communication.  

· This program is truly making a dynamic shift in the way we do mission and the way the Church is partnering with organizations that will enable us to make a difference on a systemic level.

· Hundreds of thousands of men, women and children will have a better chance at health and life because of The United Methodist Church in Africa.

· This reminds me of another story that involves a net:  “1Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”  “No,” they answered. 6He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.”  John 21:1-6.

· Through God, all things are possible.  Working together, we can empower our brothers and sisters in Africa to achieve victory over malaria.

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

CONFESSION AND PARDON

Prayer of Confession

Eternal God, we are amazed by the abundance of your provision. You have cared for us lavishly and extravagantly. We confess that we have not trusted your abundance when faced with challenges to our faith. However, the good news is you have given us an opportunity, through Imagine No Malaria, to strike a blow against fear and to emulate your extravagant generosity through our actions. Help us move beyond our tendency to see only the headlines of doom and gloom and risk extravagant care for others that the world might be healed, that the world might be saved. Amen.

Silent Prayer

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

Glory to God. Amen.

INVITATION TO RESPOND – Casting the Net

· We have learned about a ministry of our church that is saving lives.  It is a ministry in which we can all participate to ensure deaths from malaria cease on the continent of Africa.

· I know it seems daunting to imagine 2,000 children dying each day and you might not know how you can make a difference, but this is the moment when I get to remind you who you are.  

· You are the people of the United Methodist Church…a unified global church dedicated to eliminating death and suffering for our brothers and sisters in Africa. 

· You have the power to save lives.  You have the power to make sure children live to see their fifth birthdays. 

· This is an amazing opportunity for us to serve as the salt of the earth and the light of the world.  This is our chance to actively show those who are suffering from malaria that God loves them and God’s grace extends to them.  

· You have been called to be the light of the world and to let your light shine before everyone, “so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  (Matthew 5:16) 

· I am committed to saving lives through Imagine No Malaria and I am asking you now to join me.

· If you believe in your ability to make a difference and you know you can share what you have been blessed with to offer hope to God’s children then I ask you to share your blessings. 

OFFERING
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord our God.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through the prophets. And so, with your people throughout the earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. He commissioned us to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth and to make disciples of all nations, and today we join many around the world at his holy table.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving  as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. Renew our communion with your Church throughout the world, and strengthen it in every nation and among every people to witness faithfully in your name. Strengthen our resolve to join with you in eradicating poverty and disease in our neighborhood and throughout the world. Help us in working with your servants around the globe in ridding the earth of the scourge of malaria. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen.
CLOSING MUSIC
· Recommended: 

· UMH 547 “O Church of God United” 

· UMH 670 “Go Forth for God”

· “Sent Out in Jesus Name” No. 2184  The Faith We Sing

· “We Are Marching” No. 2235-b The Faith We Sing

· Alternative: Select another joyous hymn

