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food for thought…
I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. (Mt 5:44)

How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye. (Mt 7:4)
 First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift. (Mt 5:24)

So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. (Mt 7:12)

OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH CHALLENGES US AS PEOPLE OF FAITH WHO DESPITE HAVING A HISTORY OF MILLENIA OF BITTER CONFLICT SEARCH IN HOPE TOWARD PEACE. 
WHAT IMPACT CAN THE CHURCH IN AMERICA HAVE ON THE  CONFLICT IN THE MIDDLE EAST?
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Thursday, March 11, 2004

9 AM – 3:30 PM

a workshop of fundamental ingredients
This one day seminar will engage clergy and laity in a study of how Christians are involved in a region known for its bitter conflicts. 
1. Explore the dimensions of the role of the indigenous churches and the churches in the West, especially America.
2. Introduce participants to fundamental ingredients of conflict and peacemaking, 
3. Examine commonly held presumptions about the peoples of the Middle East and draw parallels between the demands of peacemaking in the Holy Land and similar challenges of peacemaking in family, church, community and national settings.

Workshop format

Society for Biblical Studies faculty members, the Rev. Peter J. Miano and the Rev. Dr. Michael Prior, both of whom are accomplished scholars in their respective fields in Holy Land studies will lead participants in plenary sessions, followed by time for questions and answers, and small group discussions.
In addition, S.B.S. will enlist people from Israel and the Palestinian Territories as needed to bring unique perspectives to the seminar. 

The workshop will help bring key concepts of peacemaking in the midst of conflict into practical use in our own families, churches, communities. 
A day of lively discussion

 A compelling opportunity to develop new ways of being people of faith.

speakers
The Rev. Dr. Michael Prior, a prolific author and a contributor to many columns of edited works, is Senior Research Fellow and Chair of the Holy Land Research Project at St. Mary's University College in London. His ground breaking books The Bible and Colonialism: A Moral Critique (1997) and Zionism and the State of Israel: A Moral Inquiry (1999) introduced novel approaches to biblical study and permanently changed the terms of discourse for the scholarly examination of the Bible in its context. He is a courageous critic of the absence of moral considerations in the scholarly analysis of the Bible within the biblical academy and an equally forthright commentator on the use of the Bible in validating colonialism in Palestine and other arenas. He is a founding member of the Board of Directors of The Society for Biblical Studies. 

The Rev. Peter J. Miano is the founder and Executive Director of The Society for Biblical Studies. In this capacity, he has developed mission and biblical studies programs for clergy and laity in the Holy Land for the past 12 years.  He has contributed to a number of scholarly journals and books. Most recently, his forthcoming research on Christian Zionism challenges the popular assumption that Christian Zionism is relegated exclusively to the ranks of fundamentalist Christians. He has lived and worked in Israel/Palestine since 1992. His book The Word of God and the World of the Bible: An Introduction to the Cultural Backgrounds of the New Testament was published in 2001.

location
Cokesbury Center, Rm 400

(the building housing Cokesbury Bookstore) 

9915 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN

At Fees You Can Afford

Cost:  $16.50 including a box lunch from Sacred Grounds

sponsorship

Workshop is offered through Joint Sponsorship of the Society for Biblical Studies and the Wesley Institute of the United Methodist Holston Conference.  Local Contributions make this event more accessible.

ceu credit:  0.4 CEU’s

Call 423 928-2156
To Register see back of brochure…
URGENT:  SPACE LIMITED


SIGN UP TODAY…





…My peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 


(John 14:27)








