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By Matt Parkyouth service fund:

The money behind the skillet

exchange:

F
or the past several 
years, the Youth Service 
Fund (YSF) has sup-
ported the Zimbabwe 

Orphans Endeavor (ZOE) Min-
istry. The ZOE Ministry feeds, 
clothes, counsels, provides 
education, and witnesses to the 
many orphans of Zimbabwe. 
Most children in the ZOE Min-
istry have been orphaned by the 
AIDS virus claiming the lives 
of their parents and families.
This year, YSF granted $1,000 
to this ministry. The money will 
fund a youth camp for 80-90 
orphans similar to camps in the 
United States. Holston youth, 
through YSF, are providing 
Zimbabwe orphans a chance to 
experience a youth camp and to 
learn about the love of Christ. 

Inside the boundaries of 
Holston, YSF has awarded 
$1,500 to the Bethlehem Center in Chattanooga, 
Tenn. With these funds, the Bethlehem Center 
will offer a seven-week program to urban teens. 
This program will help guide the teens on a 
Christ-centered path, developing the leader that 
lies within each person.

These are just a couple of the projects sup-
ported by the Holston Conference Youth Service 
Fund. Other examples of sponsored ministries 
include UMCOR Katrina Relief, Camp Look-
out, and Youth Desk & Ministries in Uganda 
(Advance Special #14123A). 

What is YSF? YSF is money raised by youth, 
distributed by youth, for the benefit of youth. 
Every year, youth and adults from inside and out-
side Holston participate and contribute in fund-
raisers sponsored by the Conference Council on 
Youth Ministries (CCYM).

The money raised is distributed by the CCYM. 
Thirty percent goes directly to the United Meth-
odist Church s̓ Division on Ministries with Young 
People to support global youth ministries. Forty-
six percent is distributed in grants by the CCYM. 
Half of the grants are given to Holston groups, 
and half are distributed outside Holston. Twenty-
three percent goes to the CCYM for administra-
tion and ministry support. 

This year at Resurrection 2007, God moved 
youth and adults in attendance to contribute more 
than $35,000 to the Youth Service Fund. This 
nearly reached the year s̓ goal of $38,000. By 
March 2007, the Youth Service Fund had sur-
passed its goal. This year, through the generosity 

and caring of the Holston Conference youth and 
adults, the Youth Service Fund will be able to 
contribute more money to care for and witness to 
the youth of the world than ever before.

This year at Annual Conference, the Confer-
ence Council on Youth Ministries will distribut-
ing key chains for a donation to YSF. There are 
also many other ways you can get involved in 
this exciting ministry: organize and participate 
in fundraising projects for YSF; tithe your youth 
fundraisers to YSF; or collect a YSF offering in 
your local church and at district youth events such 
as the Festival of Gifts and Talents.

Prayer is also a great way to get involved. Pray 
that the funds raised are used in the best way 
possible. Pray that those ministries receiving the 
grants may be empowered to help more and more 
people in the coming years. Pray that God may 
bless the Youth Service Fund to minister through-
out the world, year after year, and on an ever 
increasing scale.

To contribute to the Youth Service Fund or 
to learn more, visit www.holstonyouth.com or 
contact the conference Youth Ministries office at 
(423) 928-2156, ext. 243. ■

Matt Park is chair of the Youth Service Fund and a 
member of Wesley Memorial UMC in Cleveland, Tenn. 
In April, he received a $20,000 Horatio Alger National 
Scholarship, based on his winning essay about Billy 
Graham. Park plans to attend the University of Ten-
nessee at Knoxville this fall, majoring in journalism and 
electronic media. 

KINGSPORT, Tenn. – Mountain View UMC 
seeks a part-time children�s ministry director. 
Send resume to: Mountain View UMC, 4405 
Orebank Road, Kingsport, TN 37664, or e-mail 
vgibson@chartertn.net.

LENOIR CITY, Tenn. – Central UMC seeks a part-
time director of children�s ministries. Send resume 
to: Central UMC, 301 Hickory Creek Road, Lenoir 
City, TN 37771, Attn: Edie Shanahan.

SWEETWATER, Tenn. – First Sweetwater UMC seeks 
a part-time choir director and part-time praise and 
worship leader. Experience is required for both 
positions. Having the ability to play guitar or key-
board is helpful. Mail resumes to: First UMC, 501 
Church Street, Sweetwater, TN 37874. For inqui-
ries, e-mail firstunitedme797@bellsouth.net.

UNICOI, Tenn. – Unicoi UMC seeks a part-time 
director of music and part-time director of chil-
dren�s ministries. Deadline for application is July 
6. Send resumes to: Staff-Parish Relations Com-
mittee, Attn: Kenneth van Dyke, Unicoi UMC, 
702 Virginia Street, Unicoi, TN 37692, or e-mail 
unicoiumc@earthlink.net.

ERWIN, Tenn. – First Limestone Cove UMC 
seeks a pianist for Sunday morning and Sunday 
evening worship and Wednesday night choir 
practice. For information, call Doug at (423) 
735-7533, Tammy at (423) 743-6727, or e-mail 
shelleyb@embarqmail.com. 

KODAK, Tenn. – Kodak UMC seeks a person to 
direct the discipleship of children, infants through 
5th grade. Position is part-time (15 hours per 
week). For a job description and application, 
submit resume to kumcsecretary@bellsouth.net. 
Applications will be accepted through June 25.

KODAK, Tenn. – Kodak UMC seeks a person to 
direct the discipleship of teens, 6th through 12th 
grades. Position is part-time (20 hours per week). 
For a job description and application, submit 
resume to kumcsecretary@bellsouth.net. Applica-
tions will be accepted through June 25. 

GATE CITY,  Va. – Gate City UMC seeks program 
director. PC experience required. Send resume by 
June 11 to: M. Wilson, Gate City UMC, 214 Hill-
crest Drive, Gate City, VA 24251. ■

At Resurrection, Holston�s winter spiritual gathering for youth, districts vie for the 
�Skillet Award� by trying to give the most money to Youth Service Fund. Above, 
Don Washburn shows off the skillet trophy, while Matt Park explains the YSF pur-
pose during Resurrection 2007. Bed Start 

ministry 
helps kids get 
much-needed sleep

PLANO, Texas – If getting a good night s̓ sleep 
helps children learn better, Tom Hutson is helping 
hundreds of students take home better report cards. 

Hutson is a volunteer for Custer Road United 
Methodist Church s̓ Head Start Bed Start ministry. 
The program gives new and gently used beds to 
families of children in the local Head Start pro-
gram. �There s̓ a big need,� Hutson explains. �A 
lot of these families, the kids are sleeping with the 
parents or they donʼt have beds.�

Hutson spends about 15 hours a week picking 
up and delivering beds donated by church members 
or purchased at cost from a furniture store. On a 
typical day, his garage is filled with mattresses, box 
springs and headboards. The program started five 
years ago. Since then, about 500 beds have been 
given to area families.

Mission volunteer numbers
show ‘incredible’ growth

NEW YORK (UMNS) — The number of participants 
in United Methodist Volunteers in Mission climbed 

from just under 20,000 in 1992 to almost 111,000 
in 2006, with several peaks and valleys across the 
15-year period. �This is an incredible growth of 
voluntary mission service,� said the Rev. Clinton 
Rabb, an executive with the United Methodist Board 
of Global Ministries. �The growth and the appeal 
come from the grassroots nature of the volunteer 
movement.� The figures specifically chart the expan-
sion of United Methodist Volunteers in Mission, a 
ministry involving mostly congregation-based teams 
engaged in short-term construction, medical and edu-
cational service around the world. The total number 
of mission volunteers registered by Global Ministries 
in 2006 was 112,486, including several programs in 
addition to Volunteers in Mission.

Leadership group fosters 
churchwide ‘culture of call’

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – One year after a startling 
report showed significantly fewer young people 
seeking to become clergy in The United Method-
ist Church, a new advisory team has mapped out a 
strategy to create a churchwide �culture of call.� The 
National Leadership Development Advisory Team 
is expediting information about the ordination pro-
cess to district superintendents, boards of ordained 
ministry, candidacy mentors, pastor/staff parish rela-
tions committees and district committees. A Web 
site at www.explorecalling.org is being updated with 
materials for both young people exploring a call to 
ordained ministry and those who work with them. 
The team and its work are being organized by the 
United Methodist Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry.

Saying the church as a whole has begun to 
recognize its leadership crisis, several team mem-
bers cited a 2006 report revealing that only 4.69 
percent of elders in The United Methodist Church 
are under age 35. The report was developed by the 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership at Wesley 
Theological Seminary in Washington and its 
director, the Rev. Lovett Weems. The center is 
working on a follow-up study.

Church provides
‘lids for kids’ to cancer ward

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – Bald heads are the norm 
around the cancer ward at Vanderbilt Children s̓ 
Hospital, where chemotherapy typically robs young 
patients of both their hair and their youthful energy. 
But brightly colored hats in all styles are a welcome 
special delivery that brings smiles to children fight-
ing the ravages of the disease. Through the �Lids for 
Kids� ministry of Good Shepherd United Methodist 
Church in nearby Hendersonville, a group of United 
Methodist Men collected nearly 1,000 hats this year 
as part of its annual service project. �This is faith in 
action. � It s̓ putting feet on prayers,� says the Rev. 
Allen Weller, senior pastor of the congregation.

Bishops focus on poverty 
in Africa and its causes

SPRINGMAID BEACH, S.C. (UMNS) — What is pov-
erty, and why is the word used to describe Africa? 
The questions were posed during an April 29-May 
4 meeting of the Holistic Strategy on Africa com-
mittee, which is made up of African and U.S. 
church leaders seeking to strengthen ministries of 
The United Methodist Church in Africa. Africa 
is rich in diversity and resources, but a common 
thread throughout the continent is degrees of 
poverty that adversely affect its people and their 
national governments. �The resources are not con-
trolled by Africa,� said Bishop Joseph Humper of 
Sierra Leone. �Poverty itself needs to be redefined 
because Africa is not poor,� said Bishop David 
Yemba of the Central Congo Annual Conference. 
�Africans have their fields, sheep, food.�.■

nation & world news For complete text of these and other United Methodist 
News Service stories, go to www.umns.umc.org
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The Rev. Carol Bruse (left) discusses new resources 
to encourage young people to enter the ministry. The 
church�s new leadership development advisory team 
includes (from left) Laura Sisson, the Rev. Karen Koons, 
the Rev. Sara Baron and the Rev. Herb Coleman.

 UMNS photos by John Gordon

Tom Hutson�s garage in Plano, Texas, is full of mattresses that will be delivered  to 3- and 4-year-olds whose families are 
living in poverty.

opportunity:
It�s now possible to hear United Methodist history as it 

happened, thanks to a new online tool developed through 
the Historical Audio Digitization Project from United Method-
ist Communications and the United Methodist Commission 
on Archives and History. The audio collection includes more 
than 300 programs, compiled by sifting through hundreds 
of tapes that mostly had been gathering dust across the 
church. Visit http://audio.umc.org.


