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conference news conference news

Restorative justice:

JC program 
helps offenders 
make amends 
By Kristin Swing
Johnson City Press

W
hen kids commit crimes � whether it s̓ stealing, 
fighting or even skipping class � they often donʼt 
realize how many people their actions affect. But 

one local nonprofit organization is working to change that.
Through what is called �restorative justice,� members of 

Neighborhood Reconciliation Services Inc. are reminding juve-
nile offenders how much their actions have an impact on others.

�It identifies that it s̓ more than just the victim and the 
offender,� said Brooke Atchley, NRS executive director. �In a 
sense, there s̓ a fracture in the community because the offense 
is against the community that you live in as a whole.�

The organization focuses on trying to teach offenders how 
to repair the harm they have caused. Juveniles who have 
been placed on probation can complete community service 
requirements with NRS, by going through a program that 
helps them identify the harm caused by their actions and 
what steps to take to repair it.

�It s̓ not just making it up to the person you stole from or 
the person you assaulted,� Atchley said. �It s̓ making it up to 
your family and the other people it affected.�

NRS also utilizes restorative justice conferencing to find 
a positive resolution to a problem. �Restorative practices are 
concerned with meeting the needs of the victim, the commu-
nity, and the offender, too,� Atchley said. �We sit down with 
the offender and his or her family as well as the victim and his 
or her family � all those affected. It really creates some empa-
thy with the kids so they think twice about what theyʼve done.�

After meeting together, the group comes up with an 
agreement that might include restitution, apologies, or com-
munity service for the offender.

�Everybody gets a say in it and there are consequences. A 
lot of times, the agreements are pretty tough,� Atchley said. 

�There s̓ research that says it has a 78 percent success rate, 
meaning that kids do not reoffend within 12 months of going 
through it.�

NRS has had significant success recently, especially in 
the area of truancy. The group has worked with an estimated 
50 frequently-absent students from Johnson City schools 
over the last 14 months. �We have only had two kids vio-
late [their agreements] xthe whole time, which means not 
only have they completed everything asked of them by their 
families, but they have had no unexcused absences,� Atchley 
said. �It s̓ a 93 percent completion rate. Theyʼve gone from 
having a string of them to none at all.�

Getting the student, his or her family and school adminis-
tration all in one place to discuss what might be causing the 
child s̓ absences can make all the difference, Atchley said.

�Communication is the No. 1 problem, Iʼd say,� Atchley 
said. �But thereʼs something magical that happens when 
you introduce a neutral third party. It opens people up for 
dialogue.�

NRS hopes to continue its positive role in the community 
through the truancy program as well as several other restor-
ative practices.

For more information about NRS, visit www.nrsinc.org or 
call Atchley at (423) 202-4964. ■

Reprinted with permission from the Johnson City Press 

At  Neighborhood Reconciliation Services in Johnson City, participants from eight counties recently received a two-day training to become 
certified facilitators for restorative justice conferences.

What’s more 
Additional information about Neighborhood Reconciliation Services: 
 
= NRS was started  in 2001 with funds from the Holston Conference 
Outreach/Advocacy Team, a Peace With Justice grant from the General 
Board of Church and Society, and other funding from the General 
Board of Global Ministries. The Outreach/Advocacy Team continues to 
provide funding.

= Effective in July 2007, NRS will become a state-certified Victim 
Offender Reconciliation Program (VORP) – one of 11 such programs 
in Tennessee.

= Says Steve Hodges, chair of the Outreach/Advocacy Team:  “Our 
commitment to Peace With Justice is hollow unless we can put it into 
practice in our communities. Holston Conference through Outreach/
Advocacy is blessed to be able to contribute to this ministry, which is 
also a witness to the reconciler, Jesus Christ.”

Mental health:
50 gather to 
discuss heady topic

O 
n a sunny Saturday in May, 
50 people gathered to discuss 
�Mental Health Matters� at 

Shady Grove United Methodist Church 
in Dandridge, Tenn.

Although organizers were disap-
pointed in the low attendance � partic-
ularly in light of the April 16 shootings 
at Virginia Tech � they said they were 
pleased with the seminar�s quality of 
workshops, small-group discussions, 
and dedication of participants.

The May 19 gathering was spon-
sored by the Health Care Task Force 
of the Outreach/Advocacy Team. The 
participants, which included a higher 
than usual percentage of laity, seemed 
ready to respond to the Rev. Cynthia 
Abrams� charge to leave the seminar 
�educated, inspired, and ready to 
take action in your churches.� Abrams 
is director for the General Board of 
Church and Society�s Alcohol, Other 
Addictions, and Health Care Program.

Later in the day, the Rev. Jackson 
Day noted that �Jesus had his wounds, 
and it was by his wounds that he was 
recognized by Thomas. It is when we 
see each other�s wounds that we rec-
ognize each other as children of God.�

Day is a former U.S. Army chaplain 
in Vietnam and author of a book about 
supporting trauma survivors. 

�While pills are important,� said 
Day, �we as Christian families and 
friends have something more to offer: 
relationships. How different the world 
would be if everyone with a disability 
was accepted into a protective circle of 
friends.� 

Bishop James Swanson con-
cluded the gathering with a worship 
and healing service. �We ought to be 
concerned about some of the things 
that hurt people in this world,� he said. 
�When you see the need and don�t 
respond to the need, God is holding us 
accountable.� ■

The Rev. Joe-d DowlingSoka, chair of 
the Health Care Task Force, leads a 
mental-health discussion.

Lovell appointed to Wesley Leadership Institute

T  
he Rev. Gene Lovell is projected for 
appointment as part-time director of the 
Wesley Leadership Institute, Bishop 

James Swanson has announced. Lovell s̓ 
appointment is effective July 1. His office 
will be in the Alcoa Conference Center. 

Lovell, 67, is a retired clergy member in 
Maryville, Tenn. He is a former Tazewell 
District superintendent who also served as 
pastor at Colonial Heights UMC and Glen 
Alpine UMC in the Kingsport District. Lovell 
retired in 2004. 

�Iʼve been to several conference meet-
ings recently, and I didnʼt recognize a lot of 
people,� said Lovell of his return to active ministry. �I wanted to get back into the 
mix again, especially get to know the young pastors.�

The Wesley Leadership Institute offers continuing education for clergy and laity.

Holston begins new disaster response phase

H olston is taking its disaster reponse efforts to a new level by developing an 
�early response� team that can mobilize within hours after disaster strikes. Vol-
unteers are invited to participate in one of two training opportunities that will 

prepare them to (1) respond within 24 hours after a Holston Conference disaster, or 
(2) respond within 72 hours when disaster strikes outside Holston Conference. Com-
mitments of three to four days are also expected.  

�Our priority is Holston Conference, but the Southeastern Jurisdiction Volunteers 
in Mission may call on us in the future,� said the Rev. Paul Hite, disaster response 
chair for Holston s̓ northern region. Jim Hayes is southern region chair.

The Disaster Response Committee recently downsized from one difficult-to-
haul 12-foot disaster-response trailer to two six-foot trailers � one for each region 
of Holston. One of the trailers will be available for viewing on site at Annual Con-
ference, held June 10-13 at Lake Junaluska, N.C. 

Early response training will be offered Saturday, July 28, at the Alcoa Confer-
ence Center, and Saturday, Aug. 4, at Pleasant View UMC in Abingdon, Va. Both 
training sessions begin at 10 a.m. and conclude at 4 p.m. Register through the 
Connectional Ministries Office at connectionalministries@holston.org or toll-free 
at (866) 690-4080.  

UMM raise funds for military devotions 

D  
enver King, treasurer of the national United Methodist Men Foundation, is 
leading a Holston Conference effort to help provide one million copies of a 
historic book of daily devotions to U.S. troops. To date, 250,000 copies have 

been sent to deployed troops, training centers, and veteran hospitals. An additional 
500,000 copies have been sold to individuals. 

Thus far, King s̓ efforts within the conference have raised nearly $4,000 to dis-
tribute copies of the 400-page �Strength for Service to God and Country� book to 
U.S. troops. A United Methodist Communications mailing to Holston congregations 
last month encouraged members to participate in the fund-raising effort.

�Strength for Service to God and Country� was first published in 1942 after the 
attack on Pearl Harbor. Distributed in both World War II and the Korean War, the 
book was nearly forgotten until six years ago when a California Boy Scout saw his 
dying grandfather reading from a tattered copy of the book. Shortly after Sept. 11, the 
General Commission on United Methodist Men agreed to support the effort and asked 
representatives in each conference to lead fund-raising efforts. 

�We donʼt want any young man or woman to go into service without one of these 
books,� said King, a member of Vermont UMC in Kingsport District. For every one 
$5 book sold, the United Methodist Men will send two books overseas. Donations 
will also be accepted. Contact King at dking962@aol.com or (423) 246-7776.

Mayfield celebrates TWC�s 150th anniversary 
In celebration of Tennessee Wesleyan College s̓ 150th anniversary, Mayfield 

Dairy Farm s̓ half-gallon cartons of Classic Vanilla ice cream, the company s̓ best-
selling flavor, feature a commemorative 
logo honoring the school s̓ history.

�We are proud to help Tennessee 
Wesleyan celebrate this important mile-
stone,� said Scottie Mayfield, president 
of Mayfield Dairy Farms. �Our orga-
nizations share many years of a strong 
community partnership, so we look 
forward to writing more chapters of this 
history together.�

Both Mayfield and Tennessee 
Wesleyan have enjoyed an ongoing  rela-
tionship throughout the history of Athens, 
Tenn., college leaders said. 

�A century and a half later, there is much to celebrate and much to reflect upon 
as we look to the future. We are excited to celebrate our sesquicentennial with our 
friends and neighbors at Mayfield, and thank them for their kindness and generos-
ity,� said Steve Condon, president of Tennessee Wesleyan College. 

Tennessee Wesleyan plans to mark its anniversary throughout the year with a 
variety of events, including a special celebration on Oct. 12-13 surrounding Home-
coming activities.

Congregational development: 
Progress is underway 

Thirty new coaches for Natural Church Development were trained April 27-29, 
preparing the way for the second round of churches to begin the revitalization pro-
cess. The newest coaches were assigned to about 30 churches in late May and will 
begin working with those congregations in late summer.

This second round of 
coaching assignments 
brings the number 
of Holston churches 
involved in the NCD 
process to about 60, 
according to the Rev. 
Richard Edwards, direc-
tor of congregational 
development. 

Congregations that 
wish to participate 
in NCD in the future 
should �have a con-
versation� with their 
district superintendents, 
said Edwards.

�Not all conferences 
have trained their district superintendents in NCD, like we have. So all of them are in 
a good position to help their congregations get the help they need.�

 In other developments, Lighthouse UMC of Chattanooga District will welcome 
Bishop James Swanson on June 3 at a consecration service for its first-ever building. 
Currently led by the Rev. Richard Richter, Lighthouse was started in 2000. In May 
2005, Holston Conference paid $368,000 for 16.79 acres to house the congregation. 
The church is located off Highway 58, near Ooltewah High School.

 Edwards also reports that two signs have been placed on the conference s̓ 22-acre 
Hardin Valley property in Knoxville, Tenn. The signs were donated by Bob and Mary 
Slack, members of Fountain City UMC. The Hardin Valley property is slated for the 
development of a new church. ■

                       Gene Lovell
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Thirty new coaches for Natural Church Development participate 
in relaxation activities at the Alcoa Conference Center.


