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bishop’s
speaking 
schedule

Jan. 16: Tennessee Wesleyan Col-
lege�s Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration, 
Trinity UMC (Cleveland District), 11 a.m.

Jan. 21: Christ UMC (Knoxville 
District), 9 a.m., 11 a.m.

Jan. 21: Ecumenical Prayer Service 
for Christian Unity, State Street UMC 
(Abingdon District), 5 p.m.

Jan. 27: Gathering of Holston Faith 
Community Nurses and Health Ministries, 
Cokesbury Center (Knoxville District), 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Jan. 28: First Madisonville UMC,
 11 a.m.; Peck�s Memorial UMC, 7 p.m. 
(both Maryville District) ■
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By Bishop James Edward Swanson Sr.wings

Life is mostly routine

exchange:

W ell, the euphoric New Year celebration is over. Now begins the daily 
living. I  believe that our biggest challenges in life are not the major 
crises or even the great days of victory. It s̓ the daily living.

It is the getting out of bed and beginning another day s̓ jour-
ney that often causes us to stumble or to soar. That doesnʼt mean I donʼt rec-
ognize those days when it appears the whole world is crashing down on you. 
That doesnʼt mean you shouldnʼt enjoy, relish, and cherish those mountaintop 
moments. 

It only means that life is lived between the mountains and the valleys. Life is 
mostly lived in the plain and routine places. And this is where most of us fail. 

Some of us long for the mountains, where we become addicted to joy-filled 
experiences and euphoric feelings of success. Some of us have come to enjoy 
living in the valleys, where we like feeling blue and believe the whole world is 
against us.

Some of you have already figured out where I am going with this, because 
you already wrote your own life s̓ ending rather than enjoying each moment 
as it unfolds. It s̓ amazing how our life experiences influence our conclusions. 
However, the �X� factor for us should be our relationship with the Living Lord. 
We should seek to encounter, live, and view the world through the eyes of Jesus. 
Jesus was able to see God at work, even in the routine of life. He saw God break-
ing in on those places where he had preconceived notions. 

Do you remember Jesus  ̓encounter with the woman who asked him to heal 
her daughter? Listen to the answer from Jesus: I was not sent except to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. Many seek to explain away Jesus  ̓reluctance to give 
this woman any of his time. But as the Scripture unfolds, this episode shows us a 
Jesus who was open to change, even in his own prescribed way of thinking about 
his ministry.

Listen to the conclusion of the encounter: Then she came and worshipped 
him, saying, �Lord, help me!� But he answered and said, �It is not good to take 
the children s̓ bread and throw it to the little dogs.� And she said, �True, Lord, 
yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters  ̓tables.� 
Then Jesus answered and said to her, �O woman, how great is your faith. Let it 
be to you as you desire.� And her daughter was healed from that very hour.

If Jesus changed his perception of Gentiles, why canʼt we change? If you are 
prone to looking for the next great event, the next great opportunity, the next 
great breakthrough, while disdaining the ordinary existence of your life, then 
may you take the routine and see it as your next great event. May you take the 
disappointment and see it as your next great opportunity. And if you are prone to 
think the world is against you and only gives you lemons, then may you begin to 
see that you have the beginning ingredients of lemonade. 

The one thing I can predict about this year is that it will be filled with more 
routine assignments than great moments. But because we serve a Living Lord 
who is with us, there exists the strong possibility that we can see routine burst 
forth with joy, celebration, and the abundant life Christ comes to give. ■

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. – Concord UMC seeks 
a part-time youth ministry assistant. This 
salaried position will require 15-20 hours 
a week. Send resume to: Concord UMC, 
Jane Currin, 11020 Roane Drive, Knoxville, 
TN 37934. For a job description or more 
information, contact: (865) 966-6728 or 
jane@concordumc.com 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. – Beaver Ridge UMC 
seeks part-time music director. Responsi-
bilities include playing piano and leading 
praise band. Send resume to: Beaver 
Ridge UMC, Attn: SPR Chair, 7753 Oak 
Ridge Highway, Knoxville, TN 37931, or 
e-mail pbpastor@bellsouth.net

BRISTOL, Tenn. – Addilynn Memorial 
UMC seeks part-time secretary (20 hours 
per week). Good computer, communica-
tions, and some accounting skills required. 
Send resume to: Addilynn Memorial UMC, 
P.O. Box 1366, Bristol, TN 37621.

MARYVILLE, Tenn. – First Maryville 
UMC seeks a full-time church business 
administrator. Requirements are: busi-
ness degree or equivalent, knowledge 
of computer financial programs, work-
ing knowledge of Windows 2003, strong 
organizational skills, team player, and 
supervisory experience. Submit resume/
references to: brendac@fumcmaryville.org 
or lcarroll@fumcmaryville.org, or to First 
Maryville UMC, Attn: Pastors, 804 Montvale 
Station Road, Maryville, TN 37803. ■

correction:
✔

An obituary for Wilson Heath Newman, 
published in the 2006 Journal, contains a 
typographical error. On page 340, New-
man�s bride-to-be should be �Lizzie Jane 
Wampler.� The conference staff regrets the 
error. ■

announcement:
ó

Nominations for lay delegates to Gen-
eral and Jurisdictional Conference are due 
to district offices on Feb.15. Nomination 
forms are available in district offices and 
will soon be available on the conference 
Web site. For more information, see the 
next issue of The Call. ■

opportunity:  immigration and hospitality seminar

How should the church respond to 
the challenge of immigration? A three-day 
conference will address this question and 
others Feb. 1-3 at Lake Junaluska Confer-
ence and Retreat Center in North Carolina. 
�Our Call to Hospitality: A Biblical Response 
to the Challenge of Immigration� is orga-
nized by the Southeastern Jurisdiction and 

the General Board of Church and Society. 
Keynote addresses will be provided by 
Bishop Timothy Whitaker of Florida Confer-
ence and Bishop Hee-Soo Jung of North-
ern Illinois Conference, among others. A 
registration form and more information are 
available at www.umc-gbcs.org/hospitality, 
or e-mail geakes@umc-gbcs.org. ■
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allison hammer:
Weathering a tough year, returning to faithful friends

CAMPUS MINISTRY

O n Jan. 13, Allison Hammer will return to East Ten-
nessee State University after an absence of seven 
months. 

Sheʼll return to completing her degree in special 
education, and sheʼll return to the Wesley Foundation.

But when she walks past the hill next to her dormitory, sheʼll 
probably feel a little sick to her stomach. Because that s̓ where 
she experienced a sledding accident that, one year ago in February, 

changed her life and challenged her faith.
�I had only been there for a short time,� says 

Hammer, explaining how she had just begun 
participating in Wesley activities a few weeks 
before the accident. As an incoming freshman 
from Cokesbury United Methodist Church in 
Knoxville District, her first encounter with 
the ETSU Wesley Foundation occurred at a 
campus activity fair. The Rev. Jerry Everley, 
Foundation director, was there.

�He was giving everyone hugs, telling them, 
ʻWe would love to see you,ʼ� says Hammer, 

age 20. �It seemed like a place where people were having fun.�
Some weeks later, Hammer came to a Tuesday-night dinner. 

She joined Wesley s̓ intramural volleyball team and started 
attending Cherokee UMC with other Wesley students. She also 
attended Divine Rhythm, the conference s̓ spiritual event for 
young adults, held each January in Pigeon Forge.   

�Divine Rhythm really seemed to help with the bonding expe-
rience,� Hammer says of her newfound friends. �They werenʼt 
superficial with their friendships, but seemed like they would be 
there for you in hard times.�

On Feb. 18, ETSU students woke to find seven inches of snow. 
On her first sled ride of the day, Hammer collided with a metal pole.

Friends rushed her to the hospital with an open, compound 

fracture of the leg. That night, surgeons placed a rod in her leg 
with three screws to stabilize it.

The next several months proved difficult as she finished the 
school year on crutches, then returned home to Knoxville. In 
August, she underwent another surgery because her leg wasnʼt 
healing properly. Last fall, she stayed home to recover.

Hammer says she was surprised by two occurrences.
First, �the friends who were with me during the accident got 

weary, but the Wesley kids stayed with me.� While Everley and 
his students visited her in the hospital, sent cards and e-mails, 
took her to lunch, and kept her name on the prayer board, some 
of her other friends grew tired of carrying her books and helping 
her to class. Yet, Hammer says she understands why, attributing 
their �standoffishness� to the trauma of witnessing the accident.

A veteran of Bible studies and mission trips with the 
Cokesbury youth ministry, Hammer was also surprised by her 
own physical and spiritual weariness.

�I started to think, ʻHow much more can I take?ʼ� says Hammer. 
�You can only have so much hope and strength. But I know that 
Christ was tested and there s̓ a reason for everything. I know that 
God is going to provide for me, but in his time, not mine.�

In November, Hammer was able to walk with a cane. At Christ-
mas, she was able to drive again. She expects to make a full recovery, 
but in February, sheʼll learn if the last surgery was successful. 

As the daughter of a prosthesis specialist and a physical therapist, 
Hammer says it was natural for her to want to help people with dis-
abilities. �Special education is something I have a passion for,� she 
says. �It s̓ a hard job, and somebody s̓ got to do it.�

Her long road to recovery has left her with a poignant impres-
sion: �Being disabled has taught me that society does not cater to 
people with special needs as much as it could.� ■

Wesley Foundation/ East Tennessee State University

Life at the WF
Location:1100 Seminole Drive, 
Johnson City, TN 37403-2002

Director: Rev. Jerry Everley

Highest attendance: 90 for joint service with the Baptist 
Student Center 

Core group: 45 participate in the Tuesday-night program

Wish list: Gift cards from Kroger or Food Lion, for providing 
dinner on Tuesday

Web site: none

Phone: (423) 929-2121

At home in Knoxville, Allison Hammer packs for her return to East Tennessee State University. 


