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The Call
day in, day out
If life is mostly routine, what do we 
have to look forward to? A response 
from Bishop James Swanson.
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net results
The UMC teams with Sports 
Illustrated, the National Basketball 
Association, and others to fight 
malaria.  
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reading list:

We asked these Wesley Foundation direc-
tors, �What book is lying on your nightstand?�

Martee
Buchanan
Radford University
Wytheville District
Chocolate Boutique: 
Where Women Taste 
and See That the 
Lord is Good

Jerry
Everley
East Tennessee
State University
Johnson City District
Listening for the 
Heartbeat of God: 
A Celtic Spirituality, by J. Philip Newell

David
Jackson
University of 
Tennessee
Knoxville District
Democracy and Tradi-
tion, by Jeffrey Stout

Keith
Moore
University of 
Tennessee
Chattanooga District
The Four Cardinal 
Virtues, by Josef Pieper

Beth
Tipton
University of  Virginia 
College at Wise
Big Stone 
Gap District
The Irresistible 
Revolution: Living as 
an Ordinary Radical, by Shane Claiborne ■

Don’t worry, we found them. 

S
ome are slurping up free soup at 
Chattanooga s̓ Wesley Foundation. 
Others are tutoring elementary 
students on Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons at Radford s̓ Wesley 

Foundation. A few are living in the basement at 
the UTK Foundation. At least one is playing vol-
leyball for the Highland Cavaliers in Wise. 

Not that it s̓ all fun and games for these col-
lege students. As the five stories in this special 
Campus Ministry edition will show, young adults 
must navigate bumpy and sometimes harrowing 
paths. 

They need the church, and we need them. 
�What I donʼt think people understand is that 

the Wesley Foundation is the United Methodist 
presence on the state-related college campus,� 
says the Rev. Karen Lane, chair of the Holston 
Conference Board of Higher Education. �That s̓ 
us, that s̓ part of us. People in the church talk all 
the time about losing our young adults, and yet 
here we have these incredible, vital ministries in 
the Wesley Foundations.�

Holston Conference is home to five Wesley 
Foundations: at Radford University, University 
of Virginia College at Wise, East Tennessee State 
University, University of Tennessee at Knoxville, 
and University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.

The directors of these five campus-ministry 
centers receive salary support from the Fair Share 

apportionment. Each Wesley Foundation also 
receives Fair Share funds for part of its operating 
expenses, according to the Rev. Grady Winegar, 
cabinet representative to the Board of Higher 
Education. �Districts contribute to operational 
expenses, and then each Foundation raises funds 
through projects and alumni giving,� he says.

For some students, the Wesley Foundation 
provides almost a daily source of fellowship and 
activity. For others, campus ministers and their 
surrounding student communities seem to emerge 
just when a lost or lonely student is in need.

At Radford University in Wytheville District, 
Martee Buchanan spoke of ministering to four 
students with emotional breakdowns last fall, 
including two attempted suicides.

�These situations take an enormous amount of 
time,� she says. �But thank God, Holston Confer-
ence hasnʼt lost that vision. Thank the good Lord 
that we have the support to keep these campus 
ministries going.�  ■

Where are
 the young adults in the UMC?

in this issue:
The Wesley Foundations

• Page 4 – University of Tennessee, Chattanooga

• Page 5 – Radford University

• Page 6 – University of Virginia College at Wise

• Page 7 – East Tennessee State University

• Page 8 – University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

Stories and photos by Annette Spence 

Part one of a Campus Ministry series.  Next issue:  The Colleges

CAMPUS MINISTRY

Jeff Eastridge, age 22, 
is a senior at UTC.

Lands, Pearson & Renfro:
Making a place where others want to come

CAMPUS MINISTRY

L indsey Lands remembers coming to the Wesley Founda-
tion for the first time, a few years ago, and wondering, 
�Why arenʼt the lights on?� 

On a recent Sunday night, the University of Tennesse 
graduate visited his old friends at the Wesley Foundation. He was 
glad to see the place was not only well-lit, it was packed with 

40 students who came for worship, dinner, and small 
groups.

Will Pearson, too, has noticed a revitalization in the 
Knoxville gathering place: �When I came here, it was 
a small group of people, but it s̓ doubled or tripled on 
Sunday nights.�

For Lands, Pearson, and the twin Renfro brothers � 
Blake and Trevor � the Wesley Foundation has become 
a place to continue friendships that began at First Oak 
Ridge United Methodist Church.

At age 24, Lands is older than the other three, who are 
all 21. But the foursome have good memories of youth 
activities at their home church. They laugh about stunts 
performed at Resurrection (�You canʼt print that!�) as 
well as on youth choir trips to England, Canada, and St. 
Louis.

Lands has an undergraduate degree in micribiology 
and is applying for medical school. Blake Renfro is 
majoring in history and religious studies and expects 
to graduate in May. Trevor Renfro is majoring in com-
munications and cinema studies and also expects to 

graudate in May. Both brothers are considering graduate 
school. Pearson is majoring in chemical engineering and 
expects to graduate within a couple of years.

All of them say the Rev. David Jackson helped revitalize the 
Foundation when he reinvigorated the residency program. Jackson 

was appointed as Foundation director in 
June 2004. 

Some Wesley Foundations have residents 
and some donʼt. The Wesley Foundation 
at UTK has facilities for eight residents. 
Lands, Pearson, and the Renfros have all 
lived there within the last two years.

�It s̓ kind of cool to live in a church,� 
says Blake Renfro, who is currently room-
ing with his brother at the Foundation. Res-
idents not only have built-in duties � they 
rotate reponsibilities for preparing dinner 
and maintaining the grounds � they end up 
taking leadership roles in the activities.

�We donʼt know the difference because 
weʼre always there,� says Blake. �I do the 
music stuff.�

The young men have also noticed that 
living on the premises boosted their per-
sonal spiritual lives, while also helping to create a homey com-
munity where non-residents want to congregate.

�College students sometimes end up getting sidetracked,� says 
Lands. �In a big university, youʼre always looking for a commu-
nity.  For me, it was good to be surrounded by people with simi-
lar religious beliefs, to kind of keep me on the right path.�

�This is a good, core group of people to be around,� says 
Trevor Renfro. �It s̓ a good place to just watch TV and joke 
around with old friends � and to meet new people, too.�

 �The exposure you get to religion here is akin to a year s̓ 
worth anywhere else,� says Pearson. �It s̓ unavoidable, when 
youʼre surrounded by it all the time. It s̓ given me a big sense of 
how important a church community is.�

Keep the lights burning. ■

Wesley Foundation/ University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Life at the WF
Location: 1718 Melrose Place, 
Knoxville, TN 37916-3421

Director: Rev. David Jackson

High attendance: 75 at “Welcome Week” activities

Core group: 60 are regular participants

Wish list: 25 blue, hardcover, New Revised Standard Ver-
sion Bibles from Cokesbury Bookstore 

Web site: web.utk.edu/~wesfound 

Phone: (865) 522-2728

The young men from Oak Ridge rekindle their friendship at UTK�s Wesley Foundation.

Blake Renfro

Lindsey Lands

Will Pearson

Trevor Renfro


