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KNOXVILLE, Tenn. – Fountain 
City UMC seeks a Director of Chil-
dren and Family Ministries. The 
qualified applicant will have a B.S. or 
B.A. in children’s ministry, education, 
human development, or related area, 
with at least three years experience in 
a mature children’s program. Submit 
resume to: Fountain City UMC, Attn: 
Melissa Smith, 212 Hotel Avenue, 
Knoxville, TN 37918, phone (865) 
689-5175. A detailed job description 
is available upon request. 

➤Holston Methodist Federal 
Credit Union is now open to mem-
bers of United Methodist churches 
in the Holston Conference. HMFCU 
is a full-service financial institution, 
offering a variety of services with 
the newest being Bill Pay and 
Bill Presentment. For more infor-
mation call (800) 782-9257 or visit 
www.hmfcu.org. ■
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exchange:

■ What�s Your Size?
The Call uses the following symbols to 

identify articles about small, medium or large 
churches:

Churches with average 85 or fewer in
 principle weekly worship service(s)
Average 86 to 225 in worship service(s)
Average 226 or more in worship service(s)
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opportunities:

F
rankly, I hesitate even 
to write about “following 
Jesus.” Like so much of 
our church jargon, the 
phrase can be dismissed 

as a boring cliché. I am so weary of our 
superficial slogans and pietistic language. 
We keep swapping our churchly platitudes 
with one another as though to impress our-
selves with our spirituality. But following 
Jesus is radical – and profoundly affects 
who we are and how we live.

In the last congregation I served, I asked 
every one of the 2,000 members I received, 
“Is it your intention to follow after Jesus 
Christ?” That question was far more cru-
cial than asking if they would be “loyal 
to the United Methodist Church.” Loyalty 
to a denomination pales into insignificance 
when contrasted with following Jesus.

A Christian missionary was captured and imprisoned by the Taliban. He reports being 
treated respectfully and kindly. His guards obsessively talked religion. They were intrigued 
by Jesus’ teachings. But what perplexed them was how Christians seem to live differently 
than the scriptures they profess to follow.

The Taliban’s confusion, caught in a time warp, is that they judge us by scriptures rather 
than by the Jesus of scripture. We are partly to blame for this misunderstanding. We piously 
claim to follow all the Bible’s teachings and condemn those who do not, when  in truth none 
of us fulfills the scriptural teachings.

The religious people of Jesus’ day who followed the same God of the Old Testament 
would agree with the Taliban today, that we don’t believe, act or look like followers of 
God.

We don’t justify slaughtering infidels as Moses instructed God’s people to do. We don’t 
stone children who disobey their parents as called for in Leviticus. We don’t expect women 
to keep their mouths shut in worship services. We do not permit polygamy (at least in the 
western church) as practiced by King Solomon, the wise man who built the temple. 

We do not punish the man who allows his sperm to be spilled to avoid possible 
procreation. We don’t follow some of Paul’s or Peter’s writings which prohibit women 
cutting their hair and wearing jewelry. None of us follow the Bible very literally. Thank 
God we don’t! If we did, we would look and act much more like the Taliban than like 
followers of Jesus.

We Christians need to learn that we distort God’s dream for the human family when we 
reduce our faith to a rigid belief system claiming to take Christian scripture literally. We 
don’t. We shouldn’t. And we need to be honest about it.

This approach requires us to pay close attention to what Jesus taught, how he lived, and 
how he interpreted scripture. Aside from Jesus, Judeo-Christian teaching is primarily about 
behavior codes, ethics and rules to govern the life of a society. But Jesus opened up a whole 
new understanding of how we relate to God and one another. He helped us to center on a 
spirituality of being that is other-centered, love-centered and humility-centered.

A distinguishing characteristic of a follower of Jesus Christ is radical humility. It’s like 
becoming a little child again. (Remember Jesus telling Nicodemus he needed to be born 
again, start all over again, young enough not to know all the answers, dependent enough 
to learn.)

So the question I asked members joining the church is as fundamental as it gets. “Is it 
your intention to follow after Jesus Christ?” To attempt this honestly is as profound as any 
choice we make. To do so requires a lifetime of interior and exterior examination of our 
lives. It means we never achieve perfection but that we keep growing into Christ-likeness. In 
acknowledging our own flawed humanity, we will forever be humble, withholding judgment 
of others’ spirituality. ■

F O L L O W I N G  J E S U S

■ Employment law 
      seminars offered

Holston pastors and staff/
pastor parish chairpersons are 
encouraged to attend one of 
three employment law sem-
inars offered free of charge 
during February.

Cherie Adams, member of 
Crossroads UMC and share-
holder in the Wilson, Worley 
& Gamble law firm of 
Kingsport, Tenn., will lead the 
seminars. Topics will include 
the Fair Labor Standards Act, 
sexual harassment and mis-
conduct, independent contrac-
tor agreements, hiring prac-
tices, developing job descrip-
tions, and conducting back-
ground checks.

The seminars will be held 
on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at First Maryville UMC 
(Feb. 2); Ooltewah UMC (Feb. 
9), and First Bristol UMC 
(Feb. 16). The Wesley Institute 
is offering 0.4 CEU for the 
training event. Please call to 
register at (865) 690-4080. 
Or  visit www.holston.org; go 
to the drop-down menu at 
the top of the page; go to 
“Wesley Institute”; and click 
on “Upcoming Events.”

■ Website directory 
       updated on Jan. 31 

As the conference website 
continues to improve, Holston 
members are encouraged to 
visit www.holston.org to 
update or add information to 
a new email/contact directory. 
The current email directory 
will be replaced with a new 
version at the end of January.

“The old format invites 
spammers to collect email 
addresses and is difficult to 
keep up-to-date,” says Web-
master Donna Hankins. “The 
new directory will allow you 
to search for people by name, 
email, address, phone number 
or title.”

Members will find a link 
to the directory at the http:// 
www.holston.org home page.  
Please follow the detailed 
instructions carefully. ■
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KNOXVILLE, Tenn. – First 
UMC seeks a part-time Children’s 
Director. Candidate should have 
experience and commitment to Chris-
tian faith and the United Methodist 
Church. Send email or fax resume to: 
Search Committee, First UMC, 3316 
Kingston Pike Knoxville TN 37919,   
helen@knoxvillefumc.org, fax (865) 
525-5264. L  
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news briefs:

Duke Divinity School creates alliance with 15 churches

DURHAM, N.C. (UMNS) – Church Street United Methodist Church is one 
of 15 churches across the country that will team with Duke University Divinity 
School in a program to develop a new generation of effective pastors.

The churches, which stretch from San Antonio to Greenwich, Conn., were 
chosen for their strong pastoral leadership and vital congregational ministries, said 
Dean L. Gregory Jones, who announced the initiative Jan. 9.

Duke students will be assigned to the churches to develop ministries linked to 
divinity school program areas such as end-of-life care, parish nursing, Christian 
formation of youth, catechesis and sustained learning. The program, known as 
Teaching Congregations, is the newest component of the Learned Clergy Initia-
tive. The $10 million effort, funded through a grant by Lilly Endowment inc., 
is aimed at inspiring a new generation of clergy to view ministry as a fulfilling 
vocation. 

Nine of the 15 congregations are United Methodist and include Church Street 
UMC, Knoxville, Tenn.; Hyde Park UMC, Tampa, Fla.; and Jarvis Memorial 
UMC, Greenville, N.C.

 
Mission agency voices concerns about detentions

NEW YORK (UMNS) – The United Methodist Board of Global Ministries 
is expressing concern about the detention of immigrants and the use of military 
tribunals as anti-terrorism measures by the U.S. government.

“Immigrants and other marginalized persons and communities have increas-
ingly become the targets of heightened government suspicion and harassment,” the 
agency noted in its  “Statement on Anti-Terrorism Measures and Human Rights 
Issues,” posted just before Christmas on the board’s Web site at http://gbgm-
umc.org/global_news.

Pointing out that several countries had adopted new policies affecting immi-
grants since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in the United States, the statement said, 
“While it is a government’s responsibility to insure the well-being and safety of 
people, it is also government’s responsibility to respect the fundamental human 
rights of all people.”

The denomination’s mission agency has a long track record in supporting 
immigrants and refugees, both on its own and through Church World Service and 
other ecumenical groups.

Temporary General Aid Fund fulfills mission

(UMNS) With a final payment of $11,000 to an 
annual conference in the South, the United Methodist 
Church has fulfilled a commitment made 37 years ago, 

when the denomination saw a need for ensuring pay 
equity among clergy members as a result of integration.
The payment was made late last year to the Mississippi 

Annual Conference account at the denomination’s Board of Pension 
and Health Benefits, concluding an important chapter in the church’s history. 
It signaled the termination of the Temporary General Aid Fund, which had col-
lected and distributed about $23 million since its creation by the 1964 General 
Conference.

The fund was created to raise the level of pensions and minimum salaries 
for clergy in the former Central Jurisdiction and the Rio Grande Annual Confer-
ence, serving African-American and Hispanic members, respectively. The Central 
Jurisdiction was the Methodist Church’s racially segregated, non-geographical 
jurisdiction, formed in 1939 and eliminated with the 1968 union of the Methodist 
and Evangelical United Brethren churches. ■
➤For complete text of these and other United Methodist News stories, visit www.holston.org.

surveys:

Swanson, director of operation evange-
lization with the Lakeland-based Flor-
ida Annual Conference since 1999.

Also appearing at the convocation will 
be the Rev. Judith Anna presenting “The 
Labyrinth: Journey to the Center” and 
Mike Pinner on “Understanding Islam.” 

 Through devotions, workshops, lec-
tures, worship and fellowship, the con-
vocation will help Holston ministers 
“concentrate on our proclamation of 
the Gospel to the community of faith 
and 21st century culture,” said the Rev. 
Kim Goddard, Wesley Institute director. 
“We’ve got a great program this year. It’s 

practical as well as spiritually uplifting.”
In years past, about 250 Holston min-

isters have participated in the convoca-
tion but Goddard says she hopes for 
higher attendance this year, given the 
nation’s tumultuous times. 

The cost is $45 for the program 
plus accommodations. Full participation 
earns 2 continuing education credits. 
To register, call (423) 928-2156. Or, 
visit www.holston.org; go to the drop-
down menu at the top of the page; 
go to “Wesley Institute”; then click on 
“Upcoming Events.” ■

Convocation promises, continued from page 1

“I want an apology, because there was a nun covered from head to 
toe, and they didn’t make her take it off. I only cover my head, and they 
didn’t do anything to her.”

Enaas Sansour, 17, a junior at the Islamic Saudi Academy in 
Alexandria, Va., speaking about being forced in December by a male 
airline security screener at Baltimore-Washington International Airport 
to remove her head scarf. 

whowho said that? 

Protestant pastors: Great preachers, poor fund-raisers

(RNS) Protestant pastors tend to rate themselves highly as preachers and 
teachers but don’t consider themselves to be good fund-raisers, a new survey 
shows.

More than 80 percent of senior pastors surveyed by the Barna Research 
Group said they believed they were above average in preaching and teaching, 
encouraging people and pastoring.

Ninety percent said they were “excellent” or “good” at preaching and teach-
ing. Eighty-five percent said they were above average in encouraging people 
and 82 percent said they were above average in pastoring or shepherding 
people.

The only area in the survey of 11 aspects of pastoral work in which a major-
ity did not claim to do an excellent or good job was in fund raising. Thirty-one 
percent of the senior pastors surveyed said they were above average in raising 
money while 37 percent said they were “average” in that area. Twenty-three 
percent said they were “not too good” or “poor” at fund raising.

Pastors of charismatic churches gave themselves more positive ratings than 
did pastors of fundamentalist churches. Pastors who described themselves as 
having a “liberal” theology – one-fifth of those surveyed – rated themselves 
more positively than those leading charismatic and fundamentalist congrega-
tions.

The survey, consisting of telephone interviews of a random nationwide 
sample of 601 senior pastors of Protestant churches, was conducted in October 
and November 2001. 

One quarter of Web surfers looking for religion

(RNS) One in four adults who surf the Internet are looking for religious and 
spiritual material, according to a new survey released last month by the Pew 
Internet & American Life Project.

The telephone poll of 500 Internet users found more people seeking spiritu-
ality on the Web than a year ago – 28 million, up from 20 million last year.

These so-called “religion surfers” are more likely to use the Web for 
expanding their religious horizons than they are to visit sites for online 
gambling, auctions, stock trading or banking, the survey found.

Elena Larsen, the report’s author and a Pew research fellow, said the Web – 
with its wide array of reference and educational material – is an inviting place 
for religious minorities, new converts and people who might be shy meeting 
others face-to-face. “The Internet fills many niches for religious people,” 
Larsen said.

The vast majority of religion surfers – 84 percent – already belong to a 
house of worship and are more involved in regular worship than the general 
population. Sixty-nine percent said they were looking for reference materials 
to enhance their own religious knowledge, and 23 percent of Web surfers 
said they accessed the Web to find information about Islam. The poll was 
conducted before the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, when Islam gained new promi-
nence.

Only 27 percent said surfing the Web had improved their personal spiritual 
lives, and 53 percent saw a danger that the Web could provide a forum for 
dangerous religious fringe groups. ■


