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Church offers opportunities 
to help young tsunami victims

(UMNS) The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) has raised more than $6 million 
as of Jan. 25 for tsunami relief, and since a large 
percentage of the survivors are children, those 
funds will provide immediate and long-term help 
to many of them. Beyond that, the church offers 
other programs that more specifically minister to 
children.

�The first reality is that none of the children are 
ready for adoption,� said Debbie Robinson, execu-
tive director of Miriamʼs Promise, an adoption 
agency in Nashville, Tenn. Her agency is related to 
the United Methodist Churchʼs Tennessee Annual 
(regional) Conference. �The last thing they need is 
to be swept up by a wave of well-meaning people 
moving them from their country,� she said.

However, when persons give through the 
Advance to a childrenʼs ministry, they share their 
love with many children. One hundred percent of 
every gift will go to the childrenʼs ministry the 
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Two girls share space in a tent at a camp for people displaced by the Dec. 26 tsunami in Batelik, Indonesia.

giver selects, officials said.
�Partnership in Missions: Catalog of General 

Advance Specials 2005� lists more than 2,000 
projects worldwide. Copies of the free resource are 
available by calling (888) 346-3862 and asking for 
product number 100082. 

Contributions may be sent through a local United 
Methodist church or annual conference or by mail-
ing a check to: Advance GCFA, P.O. Box 9068, 
GPO, New York, NY 10087-9068. Write the check 
payable to �Advance GCFA� and include the project 
name and code number on the memo line. Call (888) 
252-6174 to give by credit card. More details are 
available online at gbgm-umc.org/advance.

Process for Stroud
lesbian appeal begins
PHILADELPHIA (UMNS) � The process for 
an appeal hearing has begun in the case of Irene 
Elizabeth �Beth� Stroud, a former United Method-
ist pastor in Philadelphia who was stripped of her 
credentials. The Rev. William �Scott� Campbell, 
chairman of the committee on appeal for the denom-
ination s̓ Northeastern Jurisdiction and pastor of 
Heritage-Epworth United Methodist Church in Cam-
bridge, Mass., said he hopes to announce a hearing 
date soon for the case involving Stroud. Campbell 
told United Methodist News Service that Stroud and 
her attorneys have until Feb. 14 to submit their briefs. 
From that point, counsel for the church then has 
another 30 days to submit papers. Stroud was con-
victed Dec. 2 in a clergy trial of violating a church 
law forbidding the participation of �self-avowed 
practicing homosexuals� in ordained ministry.

Igniting Ministry plans $25 
million in new advertising 

HOUSTON (UMNS) � The United Methodist 
Church will expand its campaign to reach those 
seeking spiritual meaning in their lives with new 
commercials, training and resources for local 
churches this fall. The church will spend up to 
$25 million on television advertising and related 
efforts during the next four years, said Bishop 
Thomas J. Bickerton, president of United Meth-
odist Communications, speaking at a Jan. 28 press 
conference. �Over the next four years, we will 
significantly increase opportunities to help United 
Methodist congregations reach into their commu-
nities and raise their identity.� Every local church 
will have access to free online tools to help it 
grow, Bickerton said, and United Methodist 
Communications is expanding its matching grant 
program and its training for church leaders. New 
commercials will begin airing in August. Details 
are available at www.ignitingministry.org. 

Mega church announces 
mega plans in Houston 

HOUSTON (UMNS) � More than 10,000 
members of the largest U.S. United Methodist 
congregation wept and cheered Jan. 30 as leaders 
unveiled a multifaceted plan for growth at Wind-
sor Village United Methodist Church. During a 
service at the Toyota Center, the Rev. Kirbyjon 
Caldwell introduced a 10-minute video for the 
Kingdom Builders Center, including architectural 
renderings for a 6,500-seat sanctuary, a 24-hour 
prayer center and a family life complex in south-
west Houston. The primarily African-American 
congregation currently meets for its seven week-
end services at three different locations, having 
grown from 25 worshippers in 1982 to its current 
membership of more than 14,000.

New Connectional Table 
plans state-of-church report

SAN DIEGO (UMNS) � An annual state-of-
the-church report will be presented to members of 
the United Methodist Church around the world. 
That s̓ the first major decision made by the newly 
created Connectional Table, meeting Jan. 20-23.

The 60-member body, comprising representa-
tives of denominational agencies, ethnic caucuses 
and jurisdictions around the world, invited the 
Council of Bishops to join in preparing the annual 
statement. If the bishops agree, the first report 
would be issued in 2006. Bishop John Hopkins, 
chairman of the Connectional Table, said during 
opening remarks: �We are modern magi who have 
come to experience God s̓ love, and our expecta-
tions are high. I donʼt expect the journey of the 
Connectional Table will be easy, but our goal is to 
help people know who Jesus is.� ■
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For complete text of these and other United Methodist 
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The Rev. Irene Eliza-
beth �Beth� Stroud 
outlines her defense 
against charges that 
she has violated 
church law by being a 
�self-avowed practic-
ing homosexual.

By Annette Benderat lunch
Ronnie Collins:
Evangelism exploder

R onnie Collins has only been part of 
the United Methodist Church for three 
years, but he s̓ already won the Denman 

Evangelism Award and is concerned about the 
denomination s̓ future.

�I had a pastor tell me recently that never, in 
eight years, did anybody in his charge get saved. 
That just bothered me,� Collins said recently 
over chimichangas in a Hillsville, Va., restaurant. 

�I believe our denomination is dying. I think 
weʼve lost that zeal to go out and evangelize. 
Weʼre waiting for them to come to us, when we 
need to go to them.�

Although he realizes that �some United Meth-
odists are hesitant about the word �evangelism,ʼ� 
the former Baptist youth minister is anything but 
hesitant about speaking up for his faith. �Iʼm a 
fanatic for Jesus,� he admits. 

In the last two years at First Hillsville United 
Methodist Church, Collins has trained 30 church 
members to visit homes and share their faith. In 
more than 300 home visits, 98 professions of 
faith have been witnessed. Last fall, Collins also 
trained four Wytheville District clergy members 
in the program known as Evangelism Explosion 
(http://eeinternational.org).

�Ronnie s̓ greatest passion is reaching the 
unsaved with the Gospel,� the Rev. Ramon 
Torres wrote in a letter of nomination for the 
2004 Denman Award for Laity. �Because of 
what he is doing in our church, men, women 
and youth are becoming bold witnesses.� Col-
lins accepted the Denman Award at last year s̓ 
Holston Annual Conference.

Unwinding after Sunday worship in a Mexican 
restaurant, the 39-year-old marathon runner talks 
about his path to First Hillsville. His 19-year-old 
son, Michael, whom he adopted three years ago 
from Joy Ranch Home for Children, listens at his 
father s̓ side, enjoying the chips and salsa.

A single parent, Collins raised two other sons 
before Michael came along. His sister was killed 
in 1989 by her second husband, leaving two boys 
behind. Today, Collins  ̓nephews are 21 and 24.

Collins worked at hotels and as a youth min-
ister until he became director of development at 
Joy Ranch. He became executive director in 1999. 
Three years ago, Collins and son began looking 
for a church that was closer to home. Collins knew 
Torres, Hillsville s̓ former pastor, from Rotary meet-

ings. However, he initially resisted Torres  ̓
invitations to visit the local United Meth-
odist church. 

Finally, the pastor told him, �Youʼre 
afraid to come to First Church because 
youʼre afraid youʼll like it.�

Collins laughs at the memory. �He 
was right. It was a dare. So we went the 
next Sunday, and weʼve been there ever 
since.� He says he was impressed by 
the congregation s̓ outreach ministries 
and welcoming nature. 

On Jan. 28, Collins left Joy Ranch to 
become full-time Ministry Coordina-
tor at First Hillsville. He is attending 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 
and beginning the process of becoming 
an ordained deacon. 

His dream is to expand his evange-
lism teachings beyond Wytheville Dis-
trict and into Holston Conference. 

�I donʼt know if I want to preach 
to the churches as much as equip the 
churches,� he says. �It s̓ the pastor s̓ job 
to equip his or her people to go out and 
win the lost. But it s̓ not happening.� 

Annette Bender is editor of The Call, available at 
thecall@holston.org or (865) 690-4080. ■
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HILLSVILLE, Va. � �We hear so many times that 
faith is a private issue,� says Ronnie Collins over 
chips and salsa. �It�s not, really. It�s certainly not 
something we should be ashamed of.� 

numbers
Resurrection, Holston�s winter spiritual retreat for youth, was held in Gatlinburg 
last month. Final stats from the two-weekend gathering:

 11,771:     Total attendance
 11,377:     Last year�s attendance
 181:     Largest group: Burks UMC, Chattanooga District
 401:     Total number of Holston groups
 44:     Number of non-Holston groups
 $14,557:     Youth Service Fund offering
 $6,862:     Tsunami relief offering ■

calendar:

☛ Feb. 14-17: 
 
Ministers’  Convocation

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C.  � Holston clergy are encouraged 
to attend the 2005 Ministers� Convocation, to be held 
Feb. 14-17 at Lake Junaluska. This year�s theme is �Empow-
ering Leadership� and 2 Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
are available. Speakers include Lovett H. Weems, professor 
of church leadership at Wesley Theological Seminary, and 
Joy Thornburg Melton, creator of the �Safe Sanctuaries� child 
abuse prevention curriculum. 

The fee is $40 and includes a choice of four workshops. 
Register online at www.convocation.holston.org or call the 
Wesley Institute office at (865) 690-4080. 

☛ Feb. 26: 
 
United Methodist Men’s  ‘Day With Swanson’ 

MORRISTOWN, Tenn. � Men are invited to participate in 
the Holston Conference United Methodist Men�s �Day With 
the Bishop� on Saturday, Feb. 26, at First Morristown UMC. 
The agenda begins at 9 a.m. with registration, followed by 
business, lunch, and worship with Bishop James Swanson.

A $10 fee is payable at the door. Register by Feb. 19 by 
calling Jim Ball at (276) 686-5284.

☛ March 6: 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is observed by United 
Methodists on the fourth Sunday in Lent � this year, on 
March 6. The OGHS offering supports ongoing work of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).

Every dollar given to UMCOR goes directly to aid for the 
affected region. Such 100 percent giving is possible because 
UMCOR�s administrative costs come partly from the OGHS 
offering. 

Order free bulletin inserts and other resources by calling 
toll free 1-888-346-3862. Or visit the OGHS web site at 
http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor/worship/oghs.cfm. ■

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. � Church Street UMC seeks college life coordina-
tor: a college student to enable college ministry in planning, organizing, 
evaluating and implementing programs and activities. Schedule is flex-
ible with approximately 20 hours per week, with emphasis from August 
through May. Applicants must be United Methodist members and be able 
to begin work in April and May and resume in August �05. Apply with letter 
and resume to: Rick Isbell, Minister of Program, Church Street UMC, 
P.O. Box 1303, Knoxville, TN 37901.  Phone: (865) 521-0266. Application 
deadline is Feb. 25. L

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. � Jones Memorial UMC seeks a part-time 
director of children�s ministry.  Responsibilities include coordination of 
children�s program during Sunday and Wednesday worship, Vacation 
Bible School, and volunteer workers. Send resume to Julie Smith, Chair-
person SPRC, Jones Memorial UMC, 4131 Ringgold Road, Chattanooga, 
TN 37412, or e-mail jmcdowellsmith@comcast.net.L

BLUFF CITY, Tenn. � Elizabeth Chapel UMC seeks a full-time 
youth/education director. Salary will be based upon education and 
experience. Call Walt Simmerman at (423) 538-7821 or e-mail 
umcpastorwalt@aol.com for more information. Send resumes to the Rev. 
Walt Simmerman, 1041 Elizabeth Chapel Road, Bluff City, TN  37618. MUMNS photo by Mike DuBose 


