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  Abingdon:     
A new mobile medical unit was consecrated by Bishop Ray Chamberlain at State 
Street UMC  on Feb. 10. Staffed by two family physicians who have left their prac-
tices to serve the needy, the medical unit provides health care to the uninsured in 
upper east Tennessee and southwest Virginia. An Advance Special number is avail-
able. Visit www.crossroadsmedicalmission.org for more information. 

  Big Stone Gap: 

Trinity UMC recently joined with nine area 
churches to open Big Stone Gap Food Bank. 
Now housed in a 1930s grocery building, the 
new location brings under one roof the two 
food banks that have been operating separately 
at Trinity and First Christian Church. Commu-
nity and church volunteers spent months clean-
ing and renovating the building, reports Trinity 
Pastor Ronnie Mutter. M

 

 Chattanooga: 

The district held its “Day of Discipleship 
Training” at two locations: Sulphur Springs 
UMC on Feb. 3 and Christ UMC on Feb. 10. Among 
the workshops offered: “Pastor-Parish Relations Com-
mittee Training,” presented by Al Bowles, district super-
intendent; “Helping Children Cope with Grief, Loss and 
Change,” by Claudia Howard, Holston coordinator of 
children’s ministries; and “Now That I’m a Lay Speaker 
… Help!” by John Goode, Chattanooga director of lay 
speaking.

  Cleveland: 

When Spring City UMC replaced its 45-year-old roof 
last fall, they found a strip of copper that begged to be 
recycled. Secretary Judith Barger suggested heirloom 
Christmas ornaments, and the youth were off and run-
ning. With the help of Youth Director Randy 
Schmittendorf, 20 young people handcrafted 
the copper into the shapes of angels, stars and 
churches. Parishioners snatched them up at $5 
each. The total profit was $1460 – $700 was 
used for the new roof fund, the rest helped pay 
for Resurrection 2002. M

  Johnson City: 

“Fanning the Flame,” the district’s leader-
ship training event, recorded an attendance of 
120 on Jan. 27. “We hoped to get more young 
church leaders to attend by including activities 
for the whole family,” reports Administrative Assistant Betty Barton. They ended up 
with 12 elementary-age children in a structured program, four pre-schoolers in the 
nursery, and about 30 teens in a youth rally. The event started with a worship service, 
then participants broke out into nine different workshops. 

  Kingsport: 

Elm Springs UMC took in 14 new members during a praise service shortly 
before Thanksgiving 2001. Two were baptized infants, one transferred from another 
denomination, two transferred from another United Methodist church, and the rest 
were professions of faith. According to the Rev. Billy Gillespie, the windfall is 
the result of members inviting friends and family to worship. “Three years ago, 
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there were two children in the church.” Now 
there’s 20 young people on the roll, “and we’re 
as proud of them as we can be.” S

  Knoxville: 

Church Street UMC is participating in “Refreshment and Renewal During Lent,” 
a time for fellowship and worship among Knoxville’s five downtown churches and 
community. The series begins on Feb. 20 (with worship at 12:10 p.m. followed by 
soup and sandwiches) and continues every Wednesday through March 20.  For more 
information, call Teresa Williams at (865) 524-3048.  L

Maryville: 
Broadway UMC will host Mary and Herbert Zig-
buou, Liberian missionaries, as special speakers for 
its Wednesday fellowship supper on Feb. 20. L

Morristown: 

When First Morristown UMC began planning 
its Sesquicentennial Celebration this year, the plan-
ning committee turned to the Children’s Ministry to 
design the logo. The winning design came from the 
Elementary II class and epitomized the anniversary 
theme of “Joining Hearts and Hands to Celebrate 
Our Past and Future.” The year-long celebration, 
which kicked off Feb. 3, includes Lenten Renewal 
Services with Bishop Richard Looney March 3-5 
and a Homecoming on Sept. 20 with Bishop Ray 
Chamberlain. L

Oak Ridge:

First Farragut UMC held its groundbreaking on 
Feb. 3 with Bishop Ray Chamberlain officiating. The congregation recently pur-
chased 17 acres two miles west of its current site to the tune of about $7 million. Phase 
one, projected to be complete in 2003, will produce a 38,000-square-foot building. L

Tazewell:

 Flood recovery continues in Bishop, Va., although volunteer efforts have helped 
13 families return to their homes. Nine families have received complete sets of new 
appliances, and five families received new heating systems. Little Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church’s first floor was completely remodeled. Bishop’s community play-
ground has also been returned to usable condition after having three to four feet of 
mud settle in the area. Volunteers are still needed. Contact disaster response coordina-
tor Kenny Fields at (276) 979-1443 or email kgfields@hotmail.com to schedule a 
work time.

Wytheville: 

Grove UMC has a new mission: the “Quarter Bucket Project.” Each quarter church 
members collect and then give loose-change offerings for one of four mission proj-
ects: Red Bird Mission (Feb. 26), Heifer Project (May 26), Potato Project (Aug. 25), 
and Emory & Henry College student aid (Nov. 24). “Quarter buckets” are provided 
by the church office. M
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I
n the face of a recession and 
events related to the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks, United Meth-
odists increased their giving 
to the denomination’s general 

funds by more than $2.4 million, or 
2.1 percent, in 2001, according to the 
church’s finance agency.

Giving to the seven general appor-
tioned funds hit $114.7 million for 
the year, according to the General 
Council on Finance and Admin-
istration (GCFA) in Evanston, Ill. 
Local churches support the appor-
tioned funds through payments to the 
denomination’s annual conferences, 
or regional units. 

Beyond that amount, United Meth-
odists gave $17.5 million to the 
church’s ongoing “Love in the 
Midst of Tragedy” offering, made in 
response to the aftermath of Sept. 11. 

Sandra Kelley Lackore, the 
denomination’s treasurer and top 
staff executive of GCFA, said she 
was “overjoyed” at the 2.1 percent 
increase in general fund income, 
achieved despite an economic reces-
sion and a national tragedy.

“Our annual conferences and local 
churches have worked diligently,” she 
said on Feb. 1. “This is a remarkable 
demonstration of the faithfulness of 
our connection.”

The $114.7 million figure repre-
sents 90.1 percent of the denomina-
tion’s goal for the year, according 
to GCFA. That’s down slightly from 
the 91.1 percent level of support for 
2000. However, the 2001 budget 
represented a 4.4 percent increase 
to the annual conferences compared 
with the previous year. General 
Conference, the church’s top lawmak-
ing assembly, sets the budgets and 
increases when it meets every four 
years.

Despite Economic Recession and National Tragedy,

CHURCH SEES GIVING
 INCREASE DURING DIFFICULT YEAR

MADISONVILLE, Tenn. – An anony-
mous donor has promised to give Hiwassee 
College $20 million to renovate its campus 
and establish an international institute.

The gift would be the largest donation 
ever received by the 153-year-old college – 
four times the amount of the school’s current 
annual budget.

“We are just about as giddy as you 
can find any grownups,” said Chuck Philip, 
Hiwassee College president since 2000. 
“For me … it’s a dream come true. But for 
the college, it’s a culmination of generations 
of work.”

College officials announced the gift on 
Jan. 29. The private, two-year liberal arts 
college is related to the Holston Conference.

The funds are expected to be received in 
increments within the next four to six weeks, 
Philip said on Feb. 5.

Among the planned improvements are a 
21st -century classroom, laboratory, theater, 
athletic, residential and recreational facili-
ties. A new International Institute will be 
established in one of the oldest buildings on 
campus, Brunner Hall, a dormitory built in 
1916. The institute will provide opportuni-

Donor promises $20 million for Hiwassee College

In Remembrance:
▲ Families of victims of United Airlines Flight 93 visit a memorial near the plane crash 
site in Pennsylvania. In response to the aftermath of Sept. 11, United Methodists gave $17.5 
million to the church’s “Love in the Midst of Tragedy” offering. 
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A new section, loaded 
with news from each of 
the conference’s 12 districts.
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■ Citizen Shane
A question-and-answer session 
with the controversial speaker 
of Resurrection 2002.

Page 4 

■ Hospitality 101
How First Broad Street United 
Methodist Church came to be 
one of the denomination’s top 
10 welcoming congregations.
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■ Left Behind
“Yes, I fret a lot about being 
left behind,” writes Bishop Ray 
Chamberlain. “I wonder about 
God being active outside my 
comfort zone. I worry that I 
could be left behind where
 God is at work because of 
my preconceived ideas.”

Page 2

VOLUME 19 ■ NUMBER 5 www.holston.org FEBRUARY 15, 2002

HOLSTON          CONFERENCE

Donor promises $20 million, continued on page 7Church giving, continued on page 7


