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Snow Job
When  flakes fall, Holston 
pastors keep the church 
doors open (and the side-
walks shoveled). 

Page 5

C-Mail
Messages from our read-
ers about young-adult 
ministry and Chicago’s 
Bishop Sprague. 

Page 3

Sawing & Hauling
A Kingsport congrega-
tion leads a woodcut-
ting work camp to keep 
Native Americans in 
North Carolina warm. 
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Reading List
What books are laying on 
the nightstands of these 
Holston teen-agers?  

Page 3

In the Next Issue
Coming March 14:
● Holston’s budget and 
Fair Share apportion-
ments: Where do we 
stand now, and why? 
● Announcing our hands-
on mission project for 
Annual Conference 2003 
● A “Connectional 
Reflections” column on 
older adult ministries 

Inside
www.holston.org
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Ten churches gather, continued on page 8Holston members weigh in, continued on page 7

By Annette Bender

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. – When 10 
African-American pastors in the Chat-
tanooga District began praying together 
every Thursday, they did not know where 
God would lead them. 

On Feb. 16 at Wiley Memorial United 
Methodist Church, about 200 people took 
part in what some of the pastors believe 
is the fruit of their prayers. Ten churches 
gathered to present “When God’s People 
Dream,” a two-hour service of music, 
dance, drama and preaching from the 
participating congregations. 

The Black History Month event 
included an energetic dance and drama pre-
sentation by youth from Bethlehem UMC; 
a flugel horn solo by Erskine Peoples of 
St. John UMC; and preaching by the Rev. 
Walter Cross of Washington Hills UMC. 

An offering introduced by the Rev. 
Lurone Jennings, Bethlehem pastor, 
reaped $378 for leadership development 
and scholarship funds for African-Ameri-
can congregations in Chattanooga District.

The 10 pastors organizing the event 
were united at the third Convocation for 
Pastors of African-American Churches 
in Houston in early January, according to 
the Rev. Sandra Johnson, pastor at Hurst 
UMC.

The convocation’s theme was 
“Rooted, Reaching, Transforming” and 
was designed to inform and encour-
age clergy of African-American United 
Methodist congregations. About 500 
pastors representing 450 congregations 
attended the convocation in Texas. 

“We were inspired by what we could do 
with the presence of the Holy Spirit,” John-
son said recently. “It felt like a kick in the 
gut, but it also felt like we were lifted up.”

The pastors were still in the airport, 
returning home from the convocation, when 
the Rev. Angela Hardy made an observation.

“I said, ‘I feel led for us to come 
together to pray,’” said Hardy, pastor at 
St. Marks UMC. “If we pray together, I 

TEN CHURCHES GATHER FOR AFRICAN-AMERICAN

CELEBRATION
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Choir members representing Chattanooga District African-American congre-
gations sing at a special service at Wiley Memorial UMC. 

By Annette Bender

While many United Methodist leaders have gone on 
record opposing a war against Iraq, some Holston 

Conference members say that war may be necessary to 
protect freedom and stop suffering. 

Informal invitations 
for clergy and lay mem-
bers to express opinions 
about a possible war 
revealed that they hope 

for peace, but accept the realities of a dangerous world. 
“My soldier husband and I agree that war is evil and 

always wrong,” the Rev. Amy Rollins Probst recently 
wrote in an e-mail to The Call. “But sometimes it’s just 
the very best we as a fallen people can do in the midst of 
overwhelming wrong and evil.”

Pro or  Con?
Holston members weigh in on war

Chris Probst (left), husband to 
the Rev. Amy Rollins Probst 
(right), is �deployment ready� 
at Fort Campbell, Ky.

believe the Lord will tell us what to do next.”
The pastors were soon inspired to organize a special service involving 

the gifts of Chattanooga’s African-American congregations. Of 12 dis-
tricts in Holston, Chattanooga has the highest number of African-Ameri-
can pastors: 10 out of 28 black ministers in the conference. Holston has 
930 total clergy members.

The event on Feb. 16 was considered to be so successful that the con-
gregations are gearing up for other gatherings and programs to unite and 
strengthen African-American United Methodist churches in Chattanooga, 
according to Hardy. The $378 offering will provide seed money for future 
gatherings, she said. 

“There was a lot of excitement. 
The choir especially said they 
wanted to get together again,” said 
Hardy, referring to 20 choir mem-
bers from different congregations 
who sang on Feb. 16. “It really 
sparked a fire.”

The Chattanooga initiative could 
lead to “mini conferences” for 
black churches in Holston Confer-
ence, Cross said. Non-African-
American parishioners are encour-
aged to participate.

“It is inclusive,” Cross said. “We 
want to make this a tool for our Cau-
casian brothers and sisters to come 
and witness how the African-Ameri-
can culture worships.

 “The more we find out about 
each other, the more we have to 
love,” he added. “It’s kind of like 

our children – the more you find out about them, the more you have to 
love.  I think that is a way we can have racial reconciliation within the 
body of Christ. We’re not there yet.”

The Feb. 16 service at Wiley Memorial also included an original poem, 
“The Theme of Dreams,” recited by poet Charlotte Williams, daughter of 
the Rev. Stanley Williams, pastor at Eastdale Village UMC. 

Other participating pastors and churches included the Rev. Alberta 
Clark-Johnson, Wiley Memorial; the Rev. Aldana Allen, St. Andrews and 
St. Elmo; the Rev. Mike Ogle, St. Andrews; the Rev. Donald Swift, Stan-
ley; and the Rev. Phynis Hall, Randolph/Wells Chapel. ■
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Pastors of African-American congregations in Chattanooga gather 
around the pulpit at Wiley Memorial UMC. From left to right: Phynis Hall, 
Lurone Jennings, Sandra Johnson, Alberta Clark-Johnson, Walter Cross, 
Donald Swift and Stanley Williams at the pulpit.

MINDFUL’ ‘BE

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. � Speak-
ing at the Holston Conference 
Ministers Convocation, the Rev. 
Stephen Gunter tells partici-
pants, �We have to be mindful 
who we are, who we�re preach-
ing to, and who we�re praying 
for.� Gunter is professor of evan-
gelism at Candler School of The-
ology. A reported 241 Holston 
clergy attended the annual 
event, held Feb. 17-20 in North 
Carolina.

Photo by Kevin Slimp, The Call

More on War
● Bishop�s column, page 2
● Army chaplains, page 6 
● �Objecter� info, page 7

Complaints against bishop dismissed 
(UMNS) United Methodist Bishop Bruce B. Ough, president of the church’s 

North Central Jurisdiction College of Bishops, has announced that complaints filed 
against Bishop C. Joseph Sprague of Chicago have been dismissed. A four-person 
supervisory response team met in January and February to review the complaints 
and respond to them. In its recommendations, the supervisory response team asked 
Sprague to release a public statement clarifying and reaffirming his adherence to the 
doctrinal standards of the United Methodist Church.

A group of 28 United Methodist clergy and laypeople filed the complaint against 
Sprague on Dec. 30, calling for his removal based on comments that he made about 
Christ’s divinity at a speech at Iliff Theological Seminary and in his book “Affirma-
tions of a Dissenter.”A pastor in the Mississippi Conference had filed a similar com-
plaint in September. ■

For complete coverage of this and other United Methodist News Service stories, 
go to www.holstonconference.com/thecall/ and click on “National & World News.”
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