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One Great Hour of Sharing on March 10:   

ALIVE’
IT’S NOT ABOUT BIG BUCKS OR PLEDGES. It’s about a one-time Lenten offering 

that makes a world of difference, both in Holston and around the world – every single day.

UUMMCCOORR  

‘It’s the blood that keeps
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By  Martha Chamberlain

The “bent-over” 
woman of Jamkhed, India
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THE UNITED METHODIST 
Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) is one committee 
that produces more than 

paperwork. Our response to Sept. 
11 now exceeds $17.5 million – 
all donated to UMCOR from people 
call Methodist. During the floods that 
hit our Tazewell, Big Stone Gap, John-
son City and Morristown districts, 
UMCOR provided $80,000 toward 
recovery. 

That’s just here at home. You hear 
and see the nightly news, but do 
you recognize yourself in the images? 
Your gift on the fourth Sunday of 
Lent speeds to Zimbabwe where one 
in four adults over 15 years of age 
is infected with HIV/AIDS, leaving 
500,000 orphans. It flows to Angola 
that is described as “the worst place on 
earth for children,” where tens of thou-
sands of children suffer. Our dollars 
educate, provide seed money for sus-
tainable income, teach farming meth-
ods, build wells, destroy the causes 
of disease, settle refugees, promote 
health, respond to disasters … Indeed, 
the sun never sets on the working dol-
lars given through OGHS.

Vital and powerful, One Great Hour 
of Sharing is the blood that keeps 
UMCOR alive and healthy. The Book 
of Discipline describes its purpose: 
“Lent is the season of repentance, self-
examination and awareness of the hurts 
of the peoples of the world. One Great 

JASPER, Tenn. – Church members have given 
out 128 packages of microwave popcorn with 
movie rentals, “upsized”’ 50 Dairy Queen meals for 
customers and wrapped Christmas gifts for Dollar 
General Store patrons. They have done all of it 
and more without asking for anything in return. 
The efforts are part of a servant evangelism plan 
implemented last fall at the church.

“We’re trying to catch people off guard,” said 
the Rev. Terry Goodman, pastor of the church. 
“They’re experiencing something they weren’t 
planning to experience, and they just might experi-
ence God.’”

The servant evangelism idea is one Goodman 
learned from speaker Steve Sjogren during a work-
shop at NextChurch in St. Paul, Minn.

Sjogren, minister at Vineyard Community 
Church of Cincinnati, says on his Web site 
(www.servantevangelism.com)  that “deeds of kind-
ness tenderize hearts (so) they can later receive the 
message of God’s love.”’

Goodman has three purposes in mind for trying 
the concept at McKendree UMC. He hopes to 
increase exposure of the church, get his members 
involved and touch the lives of those who might not 

be expecting it.
“We look at it as seeds that we’re planting,’” he 

said. “We hope to be around to see the harvest, but 
if not, we hope someone else is.”

McKendree members Sharon Swafford and Jane 
Bumpus recently manned the wrapping table in the 
Jasper Dollar General Store, where a handmade 
sign on the door said “Free Gift Wrapping Today.”

“Anytime you can do something outside of your 
self is good,’” said Bumpus. “Usually, people say, 
‘Let’s do something for ourselves.’ It’s easy to get 
into that.”

Goodman introduced servant evangelism to 
McKendree by requesting during a worship service 
that 10 people give him $5 each and asking them to 
trust him. Instead of $50, he got $105.

“We were off and running,”’ he said.
One of the first things the church did was 

sponsor a booth at the Marion County Fair in 
September 2001. There, members gave away 
cups of water and more than 700 helium balloons 
in four nights.

Following the fair and the popcorn giveaway, 
McKendree had made a sizable numbers of con-
tacts.

“Now 850 people know the church exists, at 
least,” said Goodman. “One guy (at the video 
rental store) came back and spoke with one of 
our members for 30 minutes. He was very taken 
with the idea.”

With each item given away, members attach 
a contact card. The cards contain worship times 
and a simple greeting such as “From your friends 
at McKendree UMC.”

Goodman said research shows it sometimes 
takes people 10 to 12 contacts with some aspect 
of God before they realize “‘something is going 
on here.”

In the meantime, he said, the church plans to 
continue the servant evangelism program. Plans 
for the future include more car washes, postage 
stamp giveaways, grocery store escorts – and 
more free popcorn for video-store customers.

“We’re still experimenting,” he said, “but I 
believe it’s going to pay off. My people are 
enthused, people are more aware of our name and 
it’s making a positive impact.” M ■

Clint Cooper is a member of First Centenary 
United Methodist Church. Reprinted with per-
mission, Chattanooga Times Free Press.

▲ AT YOUR SERVICE:  Members at McKendree UMC gear up for another popcorn giveaway at a local 
video store. Pictured from left to right are Julia Cash, the Rev. Terry Goodman, and Wilburn Cash.

Hour of Sharing calls the Church to 
share the goodness of life with those 
who hurt.”

These hurting ones, the poor 
among us for many reasons, experi-
ence loss that buries them beneath 
disastrous rubble, whether from ter-
rorist acts, natural disasters, war, igno-
rance, malnutrition, disease, inequity 
and other causes of poverty. One Eng-
lish equivalent to the Hebrew word for 
“the poor” is “the bent-over one.”

I watched a “bent-over” woman 
in Jamkhed, India. Barefooted and 
stooped nearly double, she hobbled 
with the aid of a stick toward the door-
way of each shop, cupping one hand 
for a donation. Seeing no response, I 
gave her rupees equivalent to about 
two dollars. Then this woman, bent 
over with years of humiliation, fell to 
the ground to grasp my ankles and 
kiss my dusty feet. Raising her up and 
holding her close, I showed her my 
camera to request a photo.

Suddenly, she stood straight within 
that healing moment – for both of 
us. Connected, though strangers, we 
both stood tall. No longer bent nearly 
to the ground, she glowed with inner 
laughter, perhaps because I noticed 
her, or perhaps because two dollars 
could feed her for two weeks.

Would you like to feel tall 
and globally connected? Join United 
Methodists worldwide during One 
Great Hour of Sharing on March 10, 
2002. If we each give but one dollar, 
the resulting annual offering would 
translate into more than $8 million. 
Per member gifts to OGHS (in 1999) 
averaged only 41 cents.

It’s not about one more offering. 
It’s about lifting the poor, the “bent-
over” ones, to full stature as God 
intends for every person. Let’s make 
OGHS spectacularly great on March 
10. ■

➤ Martha Chamberlain is a founding member 
of the Global Mission Network, a community of 
bishops’ spouses. Gifts can be made by writing a 
check to your church with “OGHS” on the memo 
line. Pastors: For information on obtaining free 
OGHS offering envelopes, visit www.holston.org. 
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By  Clint Cooper
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Members of McKendree United Methodist Church 
have been offering something for nothing.

Deeds of kindness:

Servant Evangelism Is Popping At McKendree UMC

One Great Hour of Sharing on March 10:   


