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National 
Guardsman 
helps Iraqis 
walk again

MONROE, La. (UMNS) � Capt. Steve Linds-
ley, a member of the Mississippi Army National 
Guard s̓ 112th Military Police Battalion, was 
certain his days would be full, arranging logistics 
for a military police battalion and dodging mortar 
fire, rockets and snipers while deployed to Iraq. 
He made the most of the 14 months he spent away 
from his home and family by helping children and 
a legless Iraqi veteran walk again. With the help of 
his employer, Methodist Rehabilitation Center in 
Jackson, Miss., Lindsley volunteered his time and 
skills to open a prosthetics clinic in Baghdad. �(I) 
saw a lot of ... folks walking around � on crutches 
or rolling in a wheelchair because they didnʼt have 
an artificial limb,� said Lindsley, who makes and 
fits artificial limbs at a Methodist Rehabilitation 
clinic in Monroe. 

United Methodist giving
grows, membership drops

EVANSTON, Ill. 
(UMNS) � United Method-
ists increased their giving 
by nearly 4 percent to the 
denomination s̓ church-
wide ministry during 2004, 
despite the loss of more 
than 69,000 members. The 
increase of $4.4 million 
to the United Methodist 
Church s̓ seven apportioned 
funds marks a reversal 
from slight decreases in the 
two preceding years, noted 
Sandra Lackore, treasurer 
and head of the denomina-
tion s̓ financial agency.

Membership declined by 
69,141 to a total of less than 
8.2 million U.S. members, 
including clergy. This figure 
is based on congregational 
statistics collected for 2003 and reported through 
the annual (regional) conferences after their ses-
sions in spring 2004. These numbers reflect a con-
tinuing decline in U.S. membership that has been 
ongoing for at least three decades.

Judicial Council’s spring docket 
includes new pension plan

ARLINGTON, Va. (UMNS) � The United Meth-
odist Church s̓ highest court will hear 12 cases 
during its April 27-29 meeting with topics as diverse 
as clergy benefits, Girl Scouts and handi-
capped accessibility in local churches. 
The court will hear again an item 
related to a new clergy plan 
developed by the United Meth-
odist Board of Pension and 
Health Benefits. The item is 
a request from the 2004 Gen-
eral Conference for a deci-
sion on the constitutionality 
of Petition 40325 as adopted, 
�in light of the broad new 
powers that it appears to grant 
to the General Board of Pension 
and Health Benefits.� The Judicial 
Council heard oral arguments in Octo-
ber before deferring a decision until the spring.

Relief agency offers 
bulletin insert on Iraq, 
updated facts on hunger

NEW YORK (UMNS)�Several hundred Bagh-
dad children have new help in managing their some-
times frightening world, in which gunfire threatens 
such ordinary tasks as walking to school. The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief and Save the Chil-
dren offer role-playing projects in which youth and 
schoolchildren can work through their fears and 

gain confidence. A new worship bulletin insert is 
available online at http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor/
print/bulletininserts/iraq.cfm that describes this 
ministry of compassion, made possible through 
donations to UMCOR Advance #623225, �Iraq 
Emergency.�

UMCOR also has produced a new brochure, 
�Ten Facts About World Hunger and Poverty,� to 
heighten awareness about those global concerns. 
It can be downloaded at http://gbgm-umc.org/
umcor/print/10facts/.

UMCOR plans earthquake 
response in Iran

NEW YORK (UMNS)�A powerful earth-
quake razed villages in Iran overnight Feb. 22. 
Iranʼs interior minister, Abdolvahed Moussavi 
Lari, told The New York Times that 50 villages 
were badly damaged and around 8,000 houses 
destroyed. He estimated that the death toll would 
reach 500. Poor weather conditions have ham-
pered rescue efforts. The mountainous region 
in southeast Iran is only 160 miles from Bam, 
devastated a year ago by an earthquake that 
killed 31,000 people. Temporary shelter will be 
critical in the wintry rain. UMCOR will send 
emergency relief supplies and other aid. Gifts 
may be placed in the offering plate of any United 
Methodist church or sent to UMCOR at 475 Riv-
erside Drive, Room 330, New York, NY 10115. 
Designate the contribution for UMCOR Advance 
#624315, Iran Earthquake. For credit-card dona-

tions, call (800) 554-8583.

Study guide 
looks at Christian 
themes in ‘The 
Lord of the Rings’

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS)�
A new six-week study guide from 

United Methodist Communica-
tions explores the biblical themes 

running through J.R.R. Tolkienʼs 
epic, The Lord of the Rings, and Peter 

Jacksonʼs award-winning films of the books. 
The study guide examines the themes and char-
acters of the complex trilogy and relates them to 
the Christian tradition. The Lord of the Rings: 
Exploring a Holy Trilogy study includes a print-
able leaderʼs guide, student guide and participant 
handouts. The CD is $29.95. The study also can 
be purchased in a package bundle with public 
performance licensing for $169.95; the license 
alone is $150. The license permits groups to view 
The Lord of the Rings DVDs and use them in 
public presentations, as long as admission is not 
charged. For details, contact EcuFilm, (888) 346-
3862 or go to www.umc.org. ■

Don’t be late

Annual Conference 
deadlines announced

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. � Director of Finance Services/Conference 
Treasurer for Holston Conference of The United Methodist Church. 
Requirements: CPA or equivalent; working knowledge of the UMC and its 
structure and agencies; advanced computer and technological skills; five 
years of management experience; demonstrated knowledge of church 
pension and health benefits; oversight of $15 million budget; work with 
staff and other conference administrative groups. Salary and benefits 
commensurate with education and experience. Holston Conference is an 
equal opportunity employer. Send resume to MFT, c/o Office of Resident 
Bishop, P.O. Box 32939, Knoxville, TN 37930-2939, or e-mail to 
gordonridenour@holston.org on or before April 4. 

JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. � The Holston Conference youth ministries 
staff is seeking a summer intern for the Johnson City office. The intern-
ship will run from June 1 to Aug. 9 and is open to college and seminary 
students. Participation in and travel to summer youth events is expected. 
The stipend is a $1,500 scholarship and work-related expenses. Housing 
is not included. Application deadline is March 25. For more information, 
visit www.holstonyouth.com or call the youth office at (423) 928-2156.  

MARION, Va. � First Marion UMC has a used projector for sale: Barco 
3500 lumens. $694. Contact Glenn Wilson at (276) 783-6599 or (276) 
759-6977 or Glenn.wilson@adelphia.net . 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. � Emerald Youth Foundation seeks a full-time 
middle school director who will supervise a team of coordinators. 
Responsibilities include implementing programs providing Christian 
teaching, academic support, mentoring, enrichment, and recreation. 
Send resume to: Emerald Youth Foundation, 1718 N. Central Street, 
Knoxville, TN 37917.

ELIZABETHTON, Tenn. � First Elizabethton UMC seeks full-time 
director of youth and student ministries. Duties include oversight of Chris-
tian education program for ages five through 18 (K-12) and associated 
children�s and youth programming. Applicant must actively support the 
doctrine of the United Methodist Church. Send resume to: Doug Hulshult, 
Staff-Parish Relations, First UMC, 614 Woodland Drive, Elizabethton, TN 
37643, or djhuls@chartertn.net.

PINEY FLATS, Tenn. � Piney Flats UMC near Johnson City is accept-
ing applications for a part-time pianist or organist. Responsibilities include 
Wednesday night choir rehearsal, Sunday morning worship, and occa-
sional special services. Position begins in May. Send inquiries to Rev. 
Laura Rasor, 355 Piney Flats Road, Piney Flats, TN 37686, phone (424) 
538-7816, or e-mail lrasor@earthlink.net. 

PINEY FLATS, Tenn. � Piney Flats UMC is accepting applications for 
a 10-week summer internship position. The intern will coordinate activi-
ties for more than 80 active children and youth. Send inquiries to Rev. 
Laura Rasor, 355 Piney Flats Road, Piney Flats, TN 37686, phone (424) 
538-7816, or e-mail lrasor@earthlink.net. ■

exchange:
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Capt. Steve Lindsley fits 14-year-old Ali with an artificial leg.

Sandra Lackore

United Methodists 
increased their giving 
by nearly 4 percent to 
the denomination�s 
churchwide ministry 
during 2004, despite 
the loss of more than 
69,000 members.

nation & world news For complete text of these and other United Methodist 
News Service stories, go to www.umns.umc.org

T he 2005 session of the Holston Annual Conference is 
scheduled June 12-15 in Lake Junaluska, N.C. Here are 

deadlines for the annual gathering of clergy and lay repre-
sentatives from Holston s̓ 923 churches.

☛ Reports
Deadline is March 18 for all documents to be printed 

in the �Book of Reports.� Reports should be mailed or 
e-mailed to: Secretary of Annual Conference, P.O. Box 
32939, Knoxville, TN 37930-2939, or GradyWinegar@ho
lston.org. Reports not received by the deadline will not be 
printed in the �Book of Reports� and will require Annual 
Conference approval to present or distribute, in as much as 
they did not meet the requirements as set forth in the Stand-
ing Rules.

☛ Housing information
An information packet has been mailed to clergy, lay 

members and lay members at-large. The Housing Request 
card must be completed and returned to the reservations 
office at Lake Junaluska postmarked no later than March 19.

☛ Special meals
Reservations for special meals must be requested by 

mail or e-mail by March 29 to: Coordinator of Annual 
Conference, P.O. Box 32939, Knoxville, TN 37930- 2939, 
or AnneTravis@holston.org. Upon receipt, a form will be 
mailed requesting the specifics of the meal, including the number of persons involved with 
each special meal. The deadline for receipt of the reservation form is May 26.

☛ Resolutions
 Send resolutions by March 31 to: Committee on Resolutions,  Holston Conference, P.O. 

Box 32939, Knoxville, TN 37930, or by e-mail to SheilaKnowles@holston.org.
DeÞ nition of a resolution: A resolution is a statement to effect change in policies, pro-

cedures, or practices of the annual conference. A resolution may address an issue that the 
author(s) deem to be important. Resolutions should contain both rationale and the desired 
result. A resolution should focus on one issue or desired change. Resolutions must include 
the name(s) of those submitting the resolution.

☛ Audiovisual requests
All audiovisual requests should be made by March 31. Delivery of completed audiovi-

sual materials are due by April 30. For more information, contact Donna Hankins at (865) 
690-4080 or dhankins@holston.org.

☛ Space for meetings and activities
Reservations for meeting and/or activity space in addition to those that are part of the 

conference schedule must be requested by May 26. Requests may be mailed or e-mailed 
to: Coordinator of Annual Conference, P.O. Box 32939, Knoxville, TN 37930-2939, or 
AnneTravis@holston.org.

☛ Registration
A completed Registration Card will be mailed with the �Book of Reports.� The informa-

tion on the card should be updated/corrected and the card presented at the Annual Confer-
ence registration desk, Harrell Center office, beginning at 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 12.

☛ Child care
Child care will be available during all sessions of the Annual Conference without cost. 

☛ Accessible information
 Annual Conference details will be presented online at http://ac.holston.org. ■

Search for new treasurer
The conference leadership has formed a search committee to fill an 

upcoming vacancy in the finance office, Personnel Resources Team Chair 
Mary Frances Tucker recently announced.

Clyde McDonald, director of finance services/conference treasurer, has 
announced his retirement effective later this year. The search committee 
hopes to fill the position by Annual Conference in June, said Tucker, who 
will serve as search committee chair. 

Search committee members and the teams or offices they represent 
include: Bishop James Swanson, resident bishop; the Rev. Gordon 
Ridenour, executive assistant to the bishop; Bill Deskins, Holston Confer-
ence Foundation and Personnel Resources Team; Gene Frazer, Board of 
Trustees; the Rev. Andy Ferguson, Council on Finance and Administration 
(CFA); Sandra Davis, CFA; and Bob Lee, CFA.  ■

For more information about the position, see �Exchange� on this page.

conference staff:

Due dates

☛ March 19
Housing request cards

☛ March 18
�Book of Reports� 

☛ March 29
Requests for special meals

☛ April 30
Final audiovisual materials

☛ March 31
Resolutions
Requests for audiovisual

☛ May 26
Requests for meeting and 
activity space

☛ June 12
Registration cards


