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Abingdon: For the first time, First Bristol UMC 
is joining local churches in reaching out to racecar fans 
through Bristol Raceway Ministries. Theyʼre setting 
their goals high, too. According to Program Director 
Donna Lewis, the congregation hopes to provide 500 
dozen cookies, which will be placed in baggies along 
with religious pamphlets. Lewis also is raising money 
to help provide each of Bristol Motor Speedway s̓ 
expected 160,000 fans with a Bible during race week-
end, March 25-28. A case of 24 Bibles costs $66. M

Big Stone Gap: Clintwood UMC is flush 
with beauty. Church member Natasha Hickman, age 
16, recently won the Miss Virginia Teen Pageant. 
Nikki Blankenship, 18, won the Dickenson County 
Fair pageant, and Whitney Castle, 16, who sang at 
Annual Conference 2003, placed fourth in the Miss 
Virginia Teen Pageant. Pastor Bill Cahill says that all 
three young women are active members who do a lot 
for the community. M

Chattanooga: First-Centenary UMC recently 
honored its retiring organist, Walker Breland, with 
a hymn commissioned in his honor. Breland retired 
after 25 years of service. He also retired as a 30-
year member of UTC s̓ music faculty. The hymn, by 
Andrew Pratt, is called �Mid Silence
and Stillness.� L

Cleveland: On March 13, 
Spring City UMC is kicking off 
an informal Saturday afternoon wor-
ship service designed to attract the 
unchurched. The inspiration: A suc-
cessful Upward basketball program. 
Realizing that many Upward partici-
pants donʼt have church homes, and 
the basketball season is ending, the con-
gregation is offering a worship service in 
the same time slot in the same building. 
Theyʼre also reaching out to the the rest 
of the community by direct-mailing flyers 
to 5,542 homes, according to Adminis-
trative Assistant Judith Barger. M

Johnson City: Chero-
kee UMC held its second 
annual Footsteps baseball 
clinic Feb. 28-29. The idea 
is to invite community kids 

in for free instruction from former Major League players Jeff 
Reed and Ed Hodge, as well as coaches from local schools. M

Kingsport: Ketron Memorial UMC recently honored 
Ed Daugherty, age 66, upon completing 24 years of perfect 
attendance at both Sunday school and church. Daugherty 
� Sunday school teacher, Council of Ministries chair, and song 
leader � has been a member since 1956.  L

Knoxville: Two Knoxville churches are among many in 
Holston using Valentine s̓ Day as an outreach incentive. Colonial 
Heights UMC delighted 15 shut-ins with red gift bags contain-
ing scented soap, lotion, tis-
sues, cookies, and large-print 
�Upper Room� devotional 
booklets. St. Mark UMC pre-
pared 11 goody boxes for their 
college students. The boxes 
included pens, pencils, lotion, 
popcorn, candy, gum and 
homemade fudge brownies. �It 
was our way of letting them 
know they are in our thoughts 
and hearts,� said St. Mark s̓ 
Lori Sluder.  M

Maryville: When 
leaders at First 
Maryville UMC 
invited members to 

give up old T-shirts 
for needy people in 
the Dominican Republic, they had no idea what they 
were in for. Members donated 1,800 shirts in every 
size, color and theme (including, of course, a large 
collection of orange University of Tennessee shirts). 
The missions team took 700 shirts on their Febru-

ary trip to the Dominican Republic, where they built 
a parsonage and offered Vacation Bible School to 170 
children. The remaining shirts were delivered to Jubilee 
Project by Pastor Larry Carroll. L

Morristown: Clinch Powell Com-
munity Kitchens, a Jubilee Project coop-

erative, was recently featured on �Alive 

at Five� on Channel 10 in Knoxville. 
According to Director Steve Hodges, 
TV producers became interested in 
featuring the community kitchen after 
one of the co-op members donated 
his salsa to soldiers serving overseas. 
About 20 businesses currently use the 
kitchen, Hodges says. For info, visit 
www.clinchkitchens.org. 

Oak Ridge: It s̓ nearly spring, 
and St. Mark UMC is still rejoicing over 

the annual Angel Tree 
party in December. Forty-
nine needy children from 
the Clinton area attended 
the party, receiving gifts 
of toys, clothes, fruit, 
candy, hygiene items and 
books of Bible verses 
for children. In addition, 
each family received a 
bag of groceries. M

Tazewell: 
First Pearisburg UMC 
joined other Holston 
churches in using the 
rare occurence of having 
five Sundays in February 
to promote attendance. 
The church had special 
themes for each Sunday, 

including Hat Day on Feb. 8, Pajama 
Day on Feb. 15, and Cool Socks Day 
on Feb. 22. By monthʼs end, average 
Sunday school attendance was up by 10 
over last yearʼs numbers, while worship 
had increased by 23. February has five 
Sundays every 28 years; it wonʼt happen 
again until 2032. M

 
Wytheville: Viera Hronocova, 

director of the Mission Center in Bra-
taslava, Slovakia, will speak at churches 
in the district during her visit this month. 
Members are encouraged to attend a 
reception in her honor on Saturday, 
March 20, 4 p.m. at St. Paul (Wytheville) 
UMC, following Lay Speaker Training. 
Refreshments will be provided. 
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                                    Maryville

First Maryville workers pack up scads of T-shirts.

                                             Chattanooga

 

First-Centenary�s Walker Breland retires after 25 years behind 
the organ. A hymn was commissioned in his honor.

Photo by Chad McClure, The Chattanooga Times Free Press

Big Stone Gap
LEFT: Clintwood�s Nikki Blankenship 
plans to attend Emory & Henry 
and major in sports medicine.

By Annette Bender

Bishop Ray Chamberlain 
Jr. has announced the 
projected appointments 

of new superintendents for the 
Kingsport and Tazewell Districts.

The Rev. Fred Dearing will 
assume leadership of Kingport s̓ 59 
local churches in June following 
Annual Conference. The Rev. Don 
Nation will lead Tazewell s̓ 84 con-
gregations beginning in June.

Dearing, age 60, is currently 
serving as senior pastor at State 
Street United Methodist Church in 
Abingdon District. His previous 
appointments include Kodak 
Circuit, Ebenezer-Bailey, 
Trinity-Woodmore, and 
First Cleveland. 

 Dearing is cur-
rently serving as 
chair of the Board 
of Ordained Minis-
try. The district super-
intendent position, he 
said, came as a �surprise.�

�I feel humbled and honored 
and apprehensive and excited � all 
those emotions,� he said. 
Dearing called Kingsport District 
�a very loyal district, a committed  

Bishop names two new superintendents 

district ... I hope to be very supportive of the pastors 
and supportive of the laity.�

Nation, 56, is currently serving as senior pastor 
at Mafair UMC in Kingsport District. His previous 
appointments include Greenback Circuit, Walland-
Campground, Church Street (associate), Fairview, 
Grundy, Bluefield-Virginia Avenue-Bethel, Lebanon 
Memorial, and First Galax. He has served on the 

Board of Ordained Ministry and 
Religion and Race Committee.

Nation said he appreciated the 
�faith of the folks� in Tazewell, 
having served Grundy in the 
1980s. One of his children was 
born there, he noted.  

�Iʼm a little anxious about the 
responsibilities, the supervisory 
aspect, but Iʼm looking forward to 
serving there,� he said. ■

Don Nation
Tazewell District

Fred Dearing
Kingsport District

Tornadoes, disease, even war:
Special offering provides relief
By Annette Bender

When the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) provides funds and supplies for people 
in distress, Bonnie Howard wonders, �Where do 

people think the money comes from?�
Howard is a strong supporter of UMCOR because she has 

seen firsthand how the orgnanization comes to the rescue, right 
here in Holston. As Volunteers in Mission coordinator, Howard 
spent weeks with other Holston workers in the Mossy Grove 
area of Oak Ridge District following a devastating tornado in 
2002. UMCOR immediately sent money and clean-up supplies.

�People must think UMCOR has a money tree,� Howard 
said. The relief organization depends on gifts through �One 
Great Hour of Sharing,� as well as other sources, for funding. 

Thatʼs how UMCOR is able to help children with AIDS, earth-
quake victims in Iran, and people displaced by war in Liberia.

On March 21, Holston churches will join others in the 
denomination in observing �One Great Hour of Sharing.� Spe-
cial offerings collected that day will go to support UMCOR. In 
2003, Holston churches gave a total of $42,686 for One Great 
Hour, a drop of 8 percent from the 2002 total, $46,522.

Tornadoes, continued on page 2

Give Me a Sign
A fetching sign is one of 
our best opportunities to 
invite people to church. 
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Denman Awards
Nominations are due on 
April 15.  
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Open Meeting
An open meeting of the 
General Conference dele-
gation happens March 18. 
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Donʼt Be Late
Announcing: Annual Con-
ference deadlines for the 
big meeting in June.
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Off Their Backs 
Did somebody say they 
wanted T-shirts? First 
Maryville UMC delivers.   
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