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■ What�s Your Size?
The Call uses the following symbols to 
identify articles about small, medium 
or large churches:

S =  Churches with average 85 or fewer in
       principle weekly worship service(s)

M = Average 86 to 225 in worship service(s)
L  =  Average 226 or more in worship service(s)

in memoriam:

Bishop Chamberlain Shares 
His Letter To The Rev. Frank M. “Bob” Bostick, 

Superintendent Of The Maryville District:

Dear Bob,

You told me a while ago that you were still trying to figure me out – what 
makes me tick. Well, I have often wondered about that, too! But now I have a fresh 
insight into who I am.

My father had a good deal of Irish blood in him. He relished life as much as 
anyone I have ever known. He was constantly awed by creation. He took thousands 
of pictures of flowers, mountains, valleys and streams. He traveled the world and 
captured on film the faces of countless boys and girls whom he dearly loved. I heard 
him say hundreds of times, “She/he is the most beautiful child I have ever seen!” He 
meant it. His laughter was contagious. His energy, boundless. He imaged Jesus who 
set his face like a flint toward Jerusalem.  

I have a lot of my dad in me.
And then there is my mother. Her favorite animal is a turtle. She seldom, if 

ever, becomes excitable. She is reflective. She ponders and mulls. Once during a 
childhood birthday party in her honor, someone finally missed her. She had gone 
to her room to read a book. At age 94 she still loves her books and quiet. She is 
stimulated by conversation about life issues, soul issues, and social issues. She is 
not petty. She has a reverence for creation. She loves God with all her heart.

I have a lot of my mother in me.
Bob, the new insight into myself is that I am half my dad, half my mother. I am 

intense and driven as well as reflective and instinctive. During Lent I am especially 
conscious of this tension within me. Part of me yearns to retreat to quiet. To read. To 
pray. To ponder. To just be. The other part of me wants to engage the church and the 
world in confronting the claims of Christ. I love to pour energy into the challenge 
at hand. I am task oriented and soul oriented! I am motivated and stimulated by 
the outer and the inner.

So here I am in the middle of Lent obsessed with preaching, worship, witnessing, 
planning, and appointment making. Yet I am hungry to nourish my soul through the 
disciplines of devotion and retreat.

What gives me courage is Jesus, who struggled to find balance between his need 
for time alone with God and for doing the work of his father who sent him.

My struggle is to keep these competing forces in my life in a healthy tension 
rather than a destructive tension. I never get it quite right. But Lent helps me to be 
aware of the tension and to prayerfully seek the balance God intends for me. 

Well, this is who I am and who I am becoming.
May these be good days for you as you prepare for retirement at Annual 

Conference. I hold you with respect and appreciation. Your ministry is a blessing to 
many and an inspiration to me. ■

Grace and peace,

Emmitt Insko
WILMORE, Ky.– Emmitt Harrison 

Insko, 79, died Feb. 15, 2002. A retired 
United Methodist pastor, the Rev. Ins-
ko’s ministry spanned six decades in 
Kentucky and Virginia. He was prede-
ceased three weeks earlier by his wife 
of 58 years, Opal Vice Insko. They are 
survived by three children, Rethia Ellen 
Sims, Marilyn Ruth Brown (spouse 
of Holston elder Rev. Harvey Brown), 
and Samuel Emmitt Inkso; 12 grand-
children; and nine great-grandchildren. 
Funeral services were held Feb. 18, 
2002, at Wilmore UMC. Interment was 
Feb. 19 at Hillsboro Cemetery. Memo-
rial gifts may be made to Wilmore 
UMC.

Gary Lankford
FALL BRANCH, Tenn. – Gary Paul 

Lankford, 42, died Feb. 18, 2002, at 
Holston Valley Medical Center. He was 
pastor at Fall Branch UMC and Logans 
Chapel UMC in the Kingsport District. 
The Rev. Lankford is survived by wife, 
Susan Lankford, Fall Branch; parents, 
Paul and Edna Lankford, Maryville; 
brother, John Lankford, Maryville; two 
sisters, Marlene Ezell, Knoxville, and 
Elaine Lankford, Maryville; six nieces 
and nephews. Funeral services were 
held Feb. 20 at Smith Mortuary Chapel 
in Maryville with the Rev. Tommy Ray 
Hays officiating. Interment was Feb. 
21 at Caylor’s Chapel Cemetery in 
Townsend. ■

(RNS) The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints for the 
first time has been listed among 
the top five largest churches in the 
United States, according to figures in 
February.

The Salt Lake City-based church, 
popularly known as the Mormons, 
ranked fifth among the 25 largest 
U.S. churches, according to the 
2002 Yearbook of Canadian and 
American Churches compiled by the 
National Council of Churches.

The Roman Catholic Church 
maintained its No. 1 spot, with 
63.6 million reported members. The 
largest Protestant church, in the 
No. 2 spot, remains the Southern 
Baptist Convention, with 15.9 mil-
lion reported members. The United 
Methodist Church placed third, with 
8.3 million members in the United 
States. 

The Latter-day Saints bumped 
the nation’s largest Lutheran body, 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, to sixth place, with 5.1 
million members. That move leaves 
the Methodists as the only mainline 
Protestant church among the top five 
– in 1970, three of the top five 
churches were mainline churches. ■

The top 10 U.S. churches, 
with membership figures are:

1.  Roman Catholic Church, 
    63.6 million
2.  Southern Baptist Convention, 
    15.9 million
3.  United Methodist Church,
     8.3 million
4.  Church of God in Christ, 
     5.4 million
5.  Church of Jesus Christ of 
     Latter-day Saints, 5.2 million
  6.  Evangelical Lutheran Church    
      in America, 5.1 million
  7.  National Baptist Convention of 
      America, Inc., 3.5 million
  8.  Presbyterian Church (USA), 
     3.4 million
  9.  Assemblies of God, 2.5 million
10.  Lutheran Church-Missouri 
     Synod, 2.5 million

membership:

Latter-day Saints break 
into top five largest 
U.S. churches

who said that?

“Think of the impact. It’s lawyers, it’s pro-
fessional people, it’s the cream of the crop 
of our artistic world. We’re not spending 

near as much money on HIV as we are on 
terrorism. But which is the greater threat?”

Evangelist Franklin Graham, speaking 
in Washington on Feb. 18 at a Christian 

conference on AIDS that was organized by 
his Samaritan’s Purse relief organization. 
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Seniors invited to Gatlinburg, 
continued from page 1RESIDENTS OF NORTHERN Afghanistan 

are in such need that they are selling the roof 
beams of their homes to raise money for food, 

according to a United Methodist pastor involved in 
relief work there. 

The Rev. Ray Buchanan, founder and executive 
director of Stop Hunger Now, noted that the wood is 
valuable because of its scarcity in the drought-stricken 
region. “Everyday, we watched people using don-
keys to drag two or three poles into the market-
place,” he said, after returning from a Feb. 12-18 trip 
to Afghanistan.

Buchanan collected more than $3 million worth 
of aid for Afghanistan – including food, medicine, 
blankets, and clothing  – between his first trip there 
in October and the end of 2001, along with another 
$4 million worth of aid in January and February. 

In December, the Holston Conference contrib-
uted to Stop Hunger Now’s efforts by collecting 
100,000 pairs of shoes for refugees in a neighboring 
country, Tajikistan. The shoes were being stored in a 
warehouse for distribution during March and April, 
Buchanan said.

Buchanan’s organization, based in Raleigh, N.C., 
is working with Food for the Hungry International, 
World Concern, Northwest Medical Teams and the 
Central Asia Development Agency on the relief 
project. He was accompanied on his most recent 
travels by Mike Ward, a Stop Hunger Now board 
member and superintendent of the department of 
public instruction for North Carolina. Ward is mar-
ried to the Rev. Hope Ward, who is on staff with the 
United Methodist North Carolina Annual Conference.

Stop Hunger Now and its partners originally 
set up shop in Dashti-qala with the thought of work-
ing with internally displaced people in the area. 
But when the fighting stopped in November, those 
people left for home, Buchanan explained, along 
with many of the aid organizations assisting them.

“What was left were all these villages that were 
in just as bad shape,” he said. “Our group decided 
to stay.”

The agencies set up compounds in Ch’Ab and 
Rustaq and targeted 60 surrounding villages to receive 
assistance. “The partners have done such an unbeliev-
ably efficient job in making sure the people in the 
greatest need are getting the aid,” Buchanan added.

That task was accomplished by surveying every 
family in every village and having the religious leader, 
educational leader and political leader of each village 
agree together on the families most in need. The vil-
lages themselves were ranked as poor, very poor and 
most needy. In poor villages, 40 percent are eligible 
for aid; in very poor, 60 percent; and in most needy 
villages, 80 to 100 percent.

Those eligible for assistance receive a printed ration 
card with eight punch-outs for food and eight for 
commodities such as blankets and clothing. When the 
actual distribution takes place, according to Buchanan, 
at least one of the three village leaders verifies that 
a family member is using the card and receiving the 
goods.

The feeding program will continue until at least 
July, but there is some optimism about being able to 
harvest food. Although the area was “dry as a dust 
bowl” when Buchanan visited in October, the hills 
were turning green and winter wheat was growing in 
some places because of the snowfall. To get a harvest, 
however, “everybody says they need rain all through 
March and April,” he said.

The February trip also focused on education. 
Buchanan and Ward visited with teachers and educa-
tional leaders in eight villages. Ward spoke by satellite 
telephone from Afghanistan with students from 15 dif-
ferent North Carolina schools. Buchanan expects the 
state’s schools and United Methodist churches to col-
lect school kits for distribution in Afghanistan. The 
churches already had conducted a blanket drive.

More information on Stop Hunger Now’s campaign 
for Afghan relief is available by calling toll free (888) 
501-8440. ■

Annette Bender contributed to this report.

NORTHERN AFGHANISTAN 
REMAINS IN NEED, PASTOR SAYS

By United Methodist News Service

Relief agencies set up compounds in Ch’Ab in northern Afghanistan and targeted 60 surrounding villages to receive 
assistance. The villages were ranked as poor, very poor and most needy. 

©2002 UMNS photo by Ray Buchanan

news briefs:

U.S. annual conference
      sessions begin in May

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – The United 
Methodist Church’s 65 regional gatherings in the 
United States will begin May 8-11 when the 
Troy Annual Conference convenes in Burlington, 
Vt. The sessions will end with the California-
Pacific Conference in Redlands, meeting June 
18-23, and the Kentucky Conference in Lexing-
ton, June 19-23. Annual conference members, 
including representatives from every local church, 
will approve budgets, receive reports from confer-
ence boards and agencies, adopt programs of mis-
sion and ministry, and address social concerns. 
Church appointments of clergy members also will 
be announced, and new deacons and elders will 
be ordained. The Holston Annual Conference will 
meet June 9-12 in Lake Junaluska, N.C.

■ Purpose, passion drive
      church growth, pastor says

ORLANDO, Fla. (UMNS) – Purpose and pas-
sion among members form the foundation of church 
growth, according to the Rev. Adam Hamilton, who 
leads one of the fastest-growing congregations in the 
United Methodist Church. “If your church is going 
to be vital, you have to be clear about why it exists,” 
said Hamilton, senior pastor of United Methodist 
Church of the Resurrection in Kansas City, Mo. “... 
If people can’t talk about the purpose with a certain 
amount of passion, the church will never grow.” 
Hamilton spoke at a Feb. 8  seminar in Orlando. An 
average total of 8,000 people attend worship services 
at his 11-year-old church. ■

More About Computers.” This year’s focus is 
“Rejoicing, Reflecting, and Renewing.”

Other highlights will include worship led by 
the Rev. Charles Maynard, associate pastor of 
the Sevierville Circuit and former director of the 
Friends of Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 
Keynote speaker will be Holston’s own Rev. Eddie 
Fox, world director of evangelism for the World 
Methodist Council.   

The Rev. Richard Gentzler, director of the 
Center on Aging and Older Adult Ministries for the 
United Methodist Church’s General Board of Dis-
cipleship, will lead a workshop on “Myths and Reali-
ties of Aging.” The topic is relevant for many older 
adults because “they don’t want to admit they’re 
senior citizens,” said Harville, a Jubilation organizer 
for the conference. “Older people need to come to the 
understanding that they have arrived at this age, but 
there are still many opportunities for involvement in 
the church,” he said.

Through a mission statement that determines 
to “nurture spiritual growth, provide educational 
opportunities, promote involvement in missions 
and enhance Christian fellowship,” Jubilation 
organizers hope to provide an annual event that 
will become as important to Holston’s senior citi-
zens as Resurrection is to Holston youth each 
January, Harville said.

Jubilation will be held May 5-7 at Park Vista 
Hotel in Gatlinburg. Costs, including meals and 
workshop materials, range from $171 per person 
(four persons per room) to $273 per person (1 
per person). A commuter fee is available for 
$100. Registration is due by April 1. Brochures 
and registration forms are available through pas-
tors or the district office. Or, contact the con-
ference office at (865) 690-4080 or Harville at 
cecjanhar@msn.com. ■


