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UNITED METHODISTS, already participating in 
the distribution of winterized tents and other sup-
plies to families in northern Afghanistan, are con-

sidering additional ways to provide assistance.
A two-person assessment team representing the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief was to arrive in Kabul 
in early March, according to Gretchen Ansorge, senior 
program officer for Eurasia in UMCOR’s Nongovernmen-
tal Organization (NGO) office in Washington. The team is 
expected to spend several weeks in Afghanistan determining 
how best to use its resources and whether to open an office 
there or set up programs through existing organizations. 

Either way, Ansorge said, UMCOR will work in coop-
eration with other relief agencies, particularly members of 
Action by Churches Together (ACT).

That cooperation already is evident in the shelter 
project coordinated by the UMCOR office in Tajikistan 
and Mercy Corps, an ACT partner. Ansorge and David 

Sadoo, an international field 
staff member for UMCOR in 
New York, were part of a team 

accompanying the first three truckloads of shelter kits 
across the Tajikistan border and into Hazar Bogh in 
the Taloqan region of northern Afghanistan. The team 
remained in Afghanistan from Jan. 29 to Feb. 1.

“It’s a whole different world there,” Sadoo said, noting 
the lack of development and infrastructure. “It’s almost a 
whole different century.”

Hazar Bogh became a front line for the fighting 
between the Taliban and the Northern Alliance, with both 

sides contributing to the looting and destruction of many 
homes there. A four-year drought has compounded the 
suffering of inhabitants.

Sadoo noted that the mud houses or compounds that 
remain are sometimes missing doors, windows or even 
rooftops. “People are living in them or with their neigh-
bors, but I wouldn’t consider them habitable,” he said of 
the houses.

The shelter kits being delivered to the region typically 
include a winter tent big enough to hold a family of six or 
seven; six blankets; three sleeping pads; three mattresses; 
three pillows and a stove. UMCOR/Mercy Corps also is 
distributing household kits containing basic cooking sup-
plies, plates, cups, utensils, washbasins and water storage 
containers.

Both Sadoo and Ansorge were impressed by the deter-
mination of the Afghan people to recover from their losses. 
“I was surprised by how quickly people were making an 
effort to improve their situation,” Ansorge said. “There 
wasn’t a sense of desperation.”

Sadoo added that the towns they visited were bustling 
with activity. Despite the drought, some food was available 
in the markets. “They’ve been through all this fighting, but 
they’re not defeated,” he explained.

The team also was treated to legendary Afghan hospital-
ity. “They didn’t have much, but they still insisted, at the 
end of the day, that we sit down to a meal with them,” 
he said.

As the only woman in the UMCOR/Mercy Corps 
group, Ansorge said she received stares from adults and 

Page 6 March 15, 2002

News throughout our nation and world  relating to United Methodists of the Holston Conference

    Nation &WWorldd

news brief:

Shelter Project

©2002 UMNS photo by David Sadoo

By United Methodist News Service

expressions of surprise from children, but felt 
no ill will. She also had the advantage of 
being able to enter a home and meet the 
women and children living there.

The shelter project, which received 
$700,000 in funding through UMCOR’s 
“Love in the Midst of Tragedy” offering, will 
continue through April 28. UMCOR’s Web 
site, http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor, and a joint 
Web site, http://umcor-afghan.netfirms.com/, 
list more information about the project.

UMCOR has been working in the Central 
Asian republic of Tajikistan since 1999, 
offering educational and rehabilitation pro-
grams for youth as well as community devel-
opment projects.

Mercy Corps has conducted relief and 
development work in Tajikistan since 1994 
and in Afghanistan since 1984.

Donations to support UMCOR’s emer-
gency relief and long-term development 
work in Afghanistan can be made to 
UMCOR Advance No. 901125-3, designated 
for Afghanistan. Checks can be dropped in 
church collection plates. Call (800) 554-8583 
to make a credit-card donation. ■

UMCOR, MERCY CORPS CONTINUE WORK IN AFGHANISTAN

An Afghan family looks over the pieces of a shelter kit provided by the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief to villagers near Hazar Bogh in the Taloqan region of northern Afghanistan.

■ Growing church seeks
      official status in Lithuania 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – Since 
the end of the communist era in Eastern 
Europe, the United Methodist Church has 
been growing steadily in the Baltic states 
of Latvia and Lithuania. Recognized as a tra-
ditional church in Latvia, the denomination 
is seeking similar status in Lithuania, where 
Methodism is regarded as a sect. Bishop 
Oystein Olsen, whose Northern Europe Area 
includes the Baltics, is optimistic that such 
recognition will be coming soon.

The church operates “rather freely” in 
both countries, Olsen said Feb. 23, after a 
meeting in Nashville. However, without state 
recognition in Lithuania, it cannot buy its 
own land and it is not exempt from taxes. 
The church officially requested recognition 
as a traditional church in 1999, and since then 
it has been working closely with Lithuania’s 
Ministry of Justice on the matter. On Jan. 
16, the Parliament’s human rights committee 
approved the request for recognition, and the 
full assembly is to vote on the committee’s 
recommendation this spring or summer. “We 
expect to be recognized,” Olsen said.  ■

➤ For complete text of these and 
other United Methodist News stories, visit 
www.holston.org. 

Funding New Churches

I HEARD A PASTOR say recently that “prayer is the breath of the 
church; money is the nourishment.” Perhaps a few decades ago it would 
have been phrased “prayer is the breath; money is putting feet to your 

prayers.” In any case, meeting human needs involves both spirit and deed. In 
the context of starting new churches it means we encourage a balance of “word, 
spirit and deed.” (Gordon Moyes)

As we address deeds  – starting new churches in this case – we move forward 
in ministry as God’s people make funds available.

The Annual Conference budgeted $465,000 for 2001 and the same amount 
was budgeted for 2002. The requests for funds in June and October exceeded 
$800,000. At the February meeting of the Witness Team, more than $700,000 
was requested by Holston churches.

The bad news is that the requests for funds far exceed available funds. The 
good news is that new churches are being planted and 
existing churches are growing.

While it is true that membership in Holston Con-
ference continues to decline, worship attendance has 
steadily increased, a discovery that was made in prepa-
ration for the Bishop’s Conference on Starting New 
Congregations in January.

Two conclusions follow: To provide more funds for 
starting new churches and to assist growing churches, 
each of us can help by encouraging your church to 
give its full Fair Share and to become a member of the 

Builders Club. (Call 865-690-4080 for information.)
Your church’s contributions help to “by all means win some” for Christ. It 

is evangelism through starting new churches. Typically 60 to 70 percent of the 
members of new churches are new Christians.

Here are the names of the new churches and the names of the two pastors 
whose churches have yet to be named: Wellsprings, Lighthouse, Appalachian 
Prayer Fellowship, Virginia Avenue, Bethlehem Community, Eastdale Village, 
Korean American (Chattanooga), The Rock (Johnson City), Soulworx, Korean 
congregation (Knoxville), Door of Heaven (Hispanic, Wytheville), and pastors 
Chris Ford and Jeff Wadley.

Your prayer support provides the breath of the Spirit for these churches.
The Rev. Ripley is the conference’s director of new church development. ■
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Grants for senior 
adult ministries 

The Center on Aging and 
Older Ministries of the Gen-
eral Board of Discipleship is 
providing funds for programs 
and/or projects focusing on 
developing intentional, inno-
vative, and creative ministries 
with older adults. Deadline 
for submitting grant pro-
posals is June 30. For 
applications, contact Anne 
Travis, Holston director of 
connectional ministries, at 
annetravis@holston.org or 
(865) 690-4080.

Duke funds for
rural churches

The Duke Endowment is 
offering funds to rural United 
Methodist churches for pro-
viding services for the dis-
abled. If your congregation 
wishes to provide listening 
devices for the hearing 
impaired, access to the 
sanctuary for the mobility 
impaired, or other special 
services, contact: Rev. Joe 
Mann, Duke Endowment, 
Rural Church Division, (704) 
376-0291 or jmann@tde.org. 
For more information, visit  
www.dukeendowment.org. 
Grant applications are 
accepted year-round.

International 
conference for 
young adults

The Holston Conference 
Mission Ministry Team is 
inviting high school seniors 
and college students to attend 
the 7th International Youth 
Conference on Evangelism, 
July 16-23 in Northern Ire-
land. Sponsored by World 
Methodist Evangelism and 
The Methodist Church in 
Ireland, the conference will 
take place at Jordanstown 
Campus, University of Ulster, 
in Newtownabbey. Cost is 
$450 including lodging, meals, 
registration, and program. For  
more information, contact Mis-
sions Coordinator Bill Daugh-
erty at (865) 690-4080 or  
billdaugherty@holston.org. ■

Ministers� Convocation
attracts more ministers 

The Ministers’ Convocation in Lake Junaluska 
registered 50 more participants this year than in 
2001, and the director of the Wesley Institute 
thinks it’s because there was more free time. Pas-
tors indicated they wanted more time to “just relax 
and be with each other,” said the Rev. Kim God-
dard, and that’s what they got. In addition to free 
afternoons during the Feb. 18-21 event, partici-
pants seemed to appreciate messages delivered by 
the Rev. William McClain, chair in preaching and 
worship at Wesley Theological Seminary in Wash-
ington, D.C. Total attendance: 300.

Pensions campaign 
enters home stretch

“The Ride” is less than a month away, and 
Holston groups are encouraged to participate by 
honoring a beloved pastor with a $480 donation. 
On April 3, a group of pastors will embark on 
a 480-mile tour through the conference to raise 
money for The Legacy of Commitment pensions 
campaign. The goal is to get Sunday school 
classes, men’s, women’s and youth groups to each 
give $480 in honor or memory of a minister. Later 
this year, a special supplement to The Call will list 
honorees as well as givers. 

“The Ride” is part of a concentrated effort 
toward meeting the conference’s $7.8 million goal 
for pastors’ pensions by Annual Conference 
this June. With $5.8 million in commitments, 

campaign officials hope to 
raise the final $2 million 
with the bike fundraiser 
and a conference-wide 
offering for “Retired 
Ministers Sunday” on 
April 28, 2002. For  
information, call 
(865) 690-4080  or 
visit www.holston.org 
and click on “Ped-
aling for Holston’s 
Future.”

Rev. William McClain speaks at convocation.

The Jubilee Project wants 
Holston members to know 
that due to a clerical error, 
missionaries Steve and Dian-
tha Hodges were omitted 
from the “2002 Mission 
Prayer Calendar.” The Hodges 
are still in active service as 
missionaries of the General 
Board of Global Ministries at 
Jubilee in Sneedville, Tenn. ■ 

Diantha and Steve: They�re still with us

Diantha and Steve Hodges‘The Ride’ begins on April 3.


