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By Annette Bender

FORT WALTON BEACH, Fla. – The 
day after President Bush’s war ultimatum 
on TV, Chaplain David B. Knight Jr. pre-
pared for possible deployment within 48 to 
72 hours.

“I’m just kind of waiting. My bags are 
packed,” said Knight, a Holston minister serv-
ing as Air Force chaplain at Eglin Air Force 
Base in Florida. “My family and I are bracing 
ourselves for six months of separation.”

The day before Bush’s 48-hour deadline 
expired and war began with Iraq, Knight 
described the mood among military person-
nel and their families as “high-intensity.”

“Since I’ve been here in June, deploy-
ments have been a reality. There are folks 
I’ve not seen in chapel who are deployed 
– there are a few less faces around here. 
This is noticeable,” Knight said in a tele-
phone interview on March 18. 

“But I think there’s a sense of keeping 
your chin up and people relying on each other. 
There’s a real strong sense of family here.”

Knight is the son of retired pastor 
David Knight Sr. The Rev. Knight Jr. 
served Holston churches for 14 years, most 

recently the church start-up, Wellspring 
UMC in Maryville District.

Approaching his 40th birthday, the cut-
off date for entering military chaplains, 
Knight felt led to become an Air Force 
chaplain in 2001. On Sept. 11 at 10 a.m., he 
had an appointment to submit his applica-
tion to a recruiter. 

“The recruiter there in Knoxville said, 
“Come on by Sept. 11, 10 o’clock. It should 
be a pretty slow day.’

“It turned out to be pretty eventful,” said 
Knight, referring to the attacks on the World 
Trade Center and Pentagon that morning. 

“They closed down the recruiter’s office. 
I was the last one in. He grabbed my appli-
cation and said, ‘We’re going to need you.’”

Knight felt some “apprehension” about 
entering the military on a day when war was 
clearly a prospect. “But I think there was a 
great sense of purpose and of knowing the 
stress level of military folk was going to be 
increased by that event. My opportunity to 
do ministry was going to be multiplied.

“God was truly calling me to serve men 
and women within the military.”

  M a r c h  2 8 ,  2 0 0 3  •  The Call   1

C-Mail
Readers speak out on the 
war in Iraq.  

Page 8

War Resources
A list of prayers, services 
and other resources during 
these “unsettling times.” 

Page 6

A.C. Deadlines
Important dates in prepar-
ing for Annual Conference 
2003 in June. 

Page 3

Big Hurts
Did you know that more 
than 21 percent of poor 
children have no health 
insurance? The United 
Methodist Church grap-
ples with the nation’s  
health-care crisis. 

Page 4

One Great Hour 
Be sure to support “One 
Great Hour of Sharing” on 
Sunday, March 30. 

Page 3

Reading List 
What books are laying on 
the nightstands of these 
children’s ministry
coordinators? 

Page 2

Inside
www.holston.org

8  The Call • M a r c h  2 8 ,  2 0 0 3  

I can see God�s hand, continued on page 7Kingsport churches shoot, continued on page 7

The Call
 Volume 20, Number 8March 28, 2003 HOLSTON CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

I  have just reread the article, “Holston 
members weigh in on war” [Feb. 28 
issue]. I agree with [others] that it is 

unbalanced. It contrasts the Holston people 
quoted with national leaders and does not include 
at least a proportion of Holston United Method-
ists who do agree that the proposed war with Iraq 
(as proposed) is ill-advised. While my member-
ship is in the North Indiana Conference, I can 
name a number of persons in the church my wife 
and I attend who oppose the war as presently 
proposed. At least two ministerial members of 
the Holston Conference have been participating 
with me and others in weekly Wednesday vigils 
against the war.

Please do something to correct the erroneous 
impression (whether intended or not) that the 
persons you quoted in the article adequately rep-
resent Holston Conference opinion as a whole. A significant portion, perhaps, but 
neither you nor I know whether they are a majority, do we?

Rev. B. Carter Pate
First-Centenary UMC
Chattanooga District

I  write to express concern about our nation’s intent to go to war with Iraq. 
As a Christian, I must separate the convictions of my faith from civil reli-
gion that tends to equate love of God and love of country. Such a stance 

does not look in-depth at the nation’s policies and apply Christian principles to 
them. Civil religion is not the conscience of the nation, as I believe Christians 
should be. I must, with other persons of faith, try to be that conscience because I 
love my country.

I believe that I am to take seriously the admonition of Jesus to “love your 
neighbor as yourself” and “love your enemies.” I believe that it behooves me to 
try in every way to contribute to a peaceful world because he said,“ Blessed are 
the peacemakers.” 

If we would put as much effort into preparing for peace as we do into preparing 
for war, the world would be very different. It would be a world more in keeping 
with the kingdom of God. That kingdom was, after all, the main theme of Jesus’ 
preaching and teaching.

Claire Lovelace
Munsey Memorial UMC

Johnson City District

I do not want to argue for or against what the United States should do. I 
would like to raise the question: What should the church’s position be in 
the face of this military action?

If we as Christians take Jesus’ teaching seriously – “ Love your enemies” (Mat-
thew 5:44), “All who take the sword will perish by the sword” (Matthew 26:52), 
“Do good to those who hate you” (Luke 6:27) – then I do not know if we could 
ever be in a position to condone violence. I certainly do not remember Jesus con-
doning violence in any of his teachings. To the contrary, he seems much more 

interested in the things that make for peace. 
If the church is ever in a position to condone 

violence, in my opinion, it should be only as a 
last result and when innocent life is imminently 
threatened (e.g., the Allied victory in Europe in 
World War II). I certainly do not see how the 
church can justify, or even underwrite, United 
States aggression in Iraq on Just War terms, 
especially given the current war plan to murder 
thousands of Iraqi civilians in an overwhelming 
first strike.

I agree that Saddam Hussein is a tyrant and 
a murderer and that the world and the Iraqi 
people would be better off without him. (I sup-
port thoughtful nonviolent activities designed to 
remove Hussein). I know that there are sincere 
Christian people who believe a military strike 
against Iraq is the right course of action. I pray 

daily for our military personnel who may soon be asked to die for their country 
as well as kill for their country.  However, it is my sincere conviction, in agree-
ment with our bishops, that the church should be a voice for peace, restraint, and 
patience in the face of this difficult situation.

Rev. David R. Jackson
Wesley Memorial UMC

Johnson City District

I ’m concerned that the anti-war movement and sentiment in this country 
and around the world seems to be disregarded or belittled by the current 
administration. Therefore, it’s important that the media strive to accurately 

hear and report the strength of the anti-war/anti-preemptive attack movement and 
sentiment.

Here’s an illustration: Rita Lasar, whose brother was killed in the World Trade 
Center, has just spoken in this area. She and other families who lost loved ones 
at the World Trade Center and Pentagon have formed “Peaceful Tomorrows,” a 
nonprofit advocacy group sacrificially committed to proclaim the message: “Our 
grief is not a cry for war.” President Bush referred to Rita Lasar’s brother’s hero-
ism when he spoke at the National Cathedral on the Friday following Sept. 11, but 
when representatives of Peaceful Tomorrows requested a meeting with him, they 
were denied that opportunity (although they met with National Security Advi-
sor Condoleeza Rice). When Peaceful Tomorrows sought meetings with sena-
tors and representatives, the only one who gave them any real hearing was Rep. 
Dennis Kucinich of Ohio. Other senators and representatives, according to Lasar, 
expressed sympathy for the families’ loss, but didn’t want to hear their anti-war 
concerns.

Thanks for listening to my concerns, and thanks for your ministry through jour-
nalism and communications. 

Rev. Bob Cantrell
First Oak Ridge UMC

Oak Ridge District 

For complete versions of these letters, go to www.holstonconference.com/
thecall/and click on “C-Mail.” To share your opinion, go to www.holstonconference.com 
and click on “War: Your Views?” ■
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Kingsport District
shoots for the 
stars (again)
By Annette Bender

For the second year in a row, 
Kingsport District leads the 
conference with the highest per-

centage of churches achieving “Five-Star 
Church” status in 2002.

Forty out of 59 Kingsport congregations 
– 68 percent – qualified for the title by 
paying their Fair Share apportionments in 
full and giving to missions funds, accord-
ing to the treasurer’s office. 

Other districts reporting high percent-
ages of Five-Star Churches include second-
place Maryville District with 53 percent 
(34 of 64 congregations), and third-place 
Morristown District with 50 percent (56 of 
110 congregations).

The Rev. Grady Winegar, Kingsport 
district superintendent, said that pastors and 
congregations are encouraged to meet Five-
Star criteria at the district conference in 
September, in clergy meetings, and through 
occasional reminders in the newsletter.

“I think they have accepted the idea that 
they want to be involved in missions, and 
they see the [Five-Star certificate] as a way 
of cultivating moral in their churches,” 
Winegar said of Kingsport congregations.

“Some of those churches on the list are 
very small, with only 45 in worship. But 
they’re very determined to do this every 
year. They’ve got a few laypeople who 
see the opportunity to be in mission and 
they’re proud to do it.”

Conference-wide, an average 43 per-
cent of all 929 congregations achieved 
Five-Star recognition in 2002. To qualify, 
Holston churches must pay 100 percent 
of apportionments and give any amount 
of money to each of these four Advance 
Special categories: International, United 
States, United Methodist Committee on 
Relief, and Conference-Initiated Specials.

Military Chaplain From Holston: 

Chaplain David Knight and wife Stacy, pictured at a recent 
Air Force banquet, are preparing for a possible six-month 
deployment to Iraq. 

‘I CAN SEE GOD’S HAND IN 
LEADING ME TO THIS PLACE’


