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Churches offer resources for

outbreak of war
By United Methodist News Service

As the United States stood on the brink of war with Iraq, United 
Methodist churches were ready to provide spiritual support. St. 
Luke’s United Methodist Church in Oklahoma City knows first-

hand the importance of being prepared. 
“Because of our experience with the Murrah Federal Building bombing 

in Oklahoma City, we know there is great value in being prepared to help 
meet the community’s spiritual needs during unsettling times,” said Kurt 
Gwartney, minister of communications. The 1995 bombing of the Alfred P. 
Murrah Federal Building killed 168 people and injured many more.

St. Luke’s has prepared a special prayer service for the evening of the 
outbreak of hostilities.

“We will close that service with the lighting of candles,” Gwartney 
said. “We will also provide a book for family members of military service 
people to sign. The book will be moved into our chapel for special prayer 
times through the duration of war. There will be another book that may be 
signed by anyone with a prayer concern surrounding the war.”

The church also pre-printed worship bulletins for the Sunday traditional 
service for the first Sunday after war starts. 

“We want to provide our con-
gregation and the community a 
service that will address our 
fears and the diversity of our 
opinions about involvement in 
Iraq,” he said.

St. Luke’s has been updating 
its database so members of the 
congregation can be notified 
quickly about the special ser-
vices.

The United Methodist Board 
of Discipleship’s worship Web 
site features worship and music 

resources to assist congregations planning worship and prayer services in 
the event of war in the Middle East. The site also includes resources in rec-
ognition and support of the deployment of U.S. forces. 

Click on “Resources In a Time of War or Other National Crisis” in the 
left column of the board’s home page at www.umcworship.org to see:

● A Service of Prayer and Meditation in Time of War.
●  A Brief Service of Worship in Time of War.
●  An Order of Service for Men and Women Mobilized or Deployed.
●  Praying for Peace in the Face of War: Resources for Worship.
●  A Prayer for Protection of Those in Military Service.
●  An Order of Service for a Reserve Chaplain Called to Active Duty.
●  “Behold, How Like a Monarch” (new hymn text).
●  “Our Earth We Now Lament to See” (Wesley hymn text with two 

musical settings).
●   Links to Related Resources.

The United Methodist Board of Higher Education and Ministry also 
lists resources on its site at www.gbhem.org. 

For more information on St. Luke’s approach to preparing for war, 
contact Gwartney at (405) 232-1371, Ext. 113, or kurt@stlukesokc.org ■

UMNS photo by Jay Malin 

Protesters join in a candlelight vigil for peace in front of the Lincoln Memorial on the 
Mall in Washington. Similar vigils were held in hundreds of other locations around the 
globe March 16 to oppose a possible U.S.-led war against Iraq. 
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Burnout leaves us ready
to receive God�s gifts

Cycles & Seasons
By Jane Curran

B urnout. It was a catchword decades ago, 
about the time that we began to real-
ize that cultural complexity and 

massive productivity were not without 
some down sides. 

Burnout. People became the soft 
connective tissue between the hard 
bones of technology. And the human 
spirit couldn’t keep up with the inexo-
rable drive of steel and disc. So, in 
some sort of self-defensive description, 
people began to use the word “burnout,” 
kind of an all-purpose word to cover a wide 
range of experiences in the workplace. 

Today, burnout also applies to the feelings and spiri-
tuality of our culture, where so much is asked and the price of 
success is high: Fatigue, depression, boredom. Don’t forget grief 
and rage. Then there is disappointment. And other emotions. 

That having been said, I believe that there’s one core issue 
that makes burnout truly burned out. Burned-out people just 
don’t care. About anything. Not really. Not at all. Even living. 
Not really. 

Oh, there’s often an appearance of caring, of being social, 
pleasant, friendly, smiling. But underneath the soul is empty. 
Burned-out people just don’t care. Actually, they just can’t 
care anymore. 

All the old tricks of getting through the day don’t work 
anymore. There are smiles, but they don’t reach the eyes. 
There are words, but not from the heart. There may even be 
prayers, but they come from ideas and not from a felt inner 
movement of the spirit. 

This brand of burnout cannot be overcome by an act of 
will. Burned-out people cannot “think” their way out of not 

caring. There may even be a desire to care, but 
the caring itself is gone. 

So the burned-out ones sit. And 
wait. To see if they will ever care 
about anything again. 

That’s when the church’s teach-
ing on faith as a gift comes alive 
– maybe for the first time in our 
lives. The burned-out cases “feel” 
no faith, have nothing left except 
perhaps a little bit of mental 
assent. Burnout leaves us on our 
knees – helpless. It leaves us wait-

ing for the gift that we cannot give 
ourselves: for the gift of faith that God 

truly is in love with us, that somewhere some-
how we will care again. 

In the emptiness of burnout, any life or faith is left strictly 
to God and the angels. 

Burnout in our work, our spirits or our souls is a gleaming 
invitation for God’s gift of faith. Never are we more ready to 
receive than when we have nothing left to give. And God’s 
gift of faith – faith in life and love – comes as a blessed light 
when we wonder if the fire has gone out. 

There appears a remarkable place where, after many years 
of responsibilities, pressures and perfectionism, the burned-out 
case is simply given what was desired all along. The sweetness 
of gift, fresh faith, the spiritual treasure long sought. 

In gratitude for the gift. ■

The Rev. Curran is a United Methodist minister in the 
Western North Carolina Conference. Reprinted with permis-
sion, The Asheville Citizen-Times. 

In preparation for the 2003 
Holston Annual Conference, June 8-
11, at Lake Junaluska, N.C.: 

● Reports  – Deadline is April 
7 for all documents to be printed 
in the “Book of Reports.” Mail or 
e-mail reports to: Coordinator of 
Annual Conference, P.O. Box 32939, 
Knoxville, TN 37930-2939, or 
RaymonWhite@holston.org.

● Petitions – Deadline for sub-
mission of petitions is April 7. Mail 
petitions to: James R. Green, Holston 
Conference Office, P.O. Box 32939, 
Knoxville, TN 37930-2939. Petitions 
should be typed, double-spaced, if 
possible. All petitions should include 
not only the name of the originat-
ing body, organization, church, 
and/or individual, but also the name, 
address, and phone number of a 
person who could clarify issues as the 
petition is examined by the Petitions 
Committee. Groups and individuals 
submitting petitions are encouraged 
to read standing rule 22, page 295 in 
the “Conference Journal 2002” of the 
Holston Annual Conference.

● Special meals – Reserva-
tions for special meals must be 
requested by mail or e-mail by 
April 7 to: Coordinator of Annual 
Conference, P.O. Box 32939, 
Knoxville, TN 37930-2939, or 
RaymonWhite@holston.org. Upon 
receipt, a form will be mailed 
requesting meal specifics including 
the number of persons involved. The 
deadline for receipt of the reservation 
form is May 26. ■

$39,543  Total dollars collected by Holston churches for 
�One Great Hour of Sharing� in 2001

$46,522 Total dollars collected by Holston churches for 
�One Great Hour of Sharing� in 2002

17.6%   Percent increase of �One Great Hour of Sharing� 
offerings by Holston Conference between 2001 and 2002

62%  Percent increase in visits to the conference website 
since January 2002

288%  Percent increase in page views to the conference 
website since January 2002
Sources: United Methodist Committee on Relief, Holston Conference interactive media office

  Numbers  Numbers

One Great Hour: March 30
“One Great Hour of Sharing” on March 30 is commemo-

rated with an offering for the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief. To give, make checks out to your local church 
or “Holston Conference,” designating for OGHS. Drop the 
check in your church’s offering plate or send to: Holston Con-
ference, P.O. Box 2506, Johnson City, TN 37605.

Mid-east peace conference: April 8 
Holston clergy and laypersons are invited to participate in 

a Middle East Peace Conference, “Toward Reevaluation of 
the Role of Christians in Zionism,” April 8, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m., at Cokesbury Center in Knoxville, Tenn. The event is 
co-sponsored by the Society for Biblical Studies and Wesley 
Institute. Cost is  $15 including registration and lunch. Make 
checks to “Holston Conference” and send to: The Wesley 
Institute, P.O. Box 2506, Johnson City, TN 37605. For more 
information, call the Wesley Institute at (423) 928-2156. ■
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ExchangeExchange

CLEVELAND, Tenn.– Broad 
Street UMC seeks full-time youth 
director. Must be an enthusiastic, 
committed person with a love for 
working with youth. Send resume to 
Director of Programs, Mary Ketcher-
sid, Broad Street UMC, P.O. Box 3, 
Cleveland, TN 37364-0003. L 

FARRAGUT, Tenn.—First Far-
ragut UMC, a 950-member church, 
seeks a part-time director of chil-
dren’s ministries, responsible for 
overseeing spiritual enrichment and 
Christian growth of children through 
5th grade. Mail resumes to: SPPR 
Committee, First Farragut UMC, 
11915 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN  
37922, or fax (865) 675-4435 or e-
mail redwards@ffumc.org. L 


