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inside:
A conference missions team returns 
from Yei, Sudan, where they find 
hope and laughter.  

                Pages 3 & 7

www.holston.org

The Call

jubilation!
Older adults find fun, food, 
friends at MeadowView in 
Kingport.                 
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22 acres 
purchased
Holston takes a bold step to 
build a new faith community. 

                  Page 2  

Midtown Valley youth serve up a Sunday luncheon to raise money for Resurrection and other retreats. 

12  

Superintendent’s comments:  “Under the effective 
leadership of the Rev. Richard Tallent, Midtown Valley has 
grown from 39 members in 2000 to 83 members in 2006, 
with 21 coming by profession of faith. The church had only 
two youth in 2000, but now has more than 30 who partici-
pate in worship and in a mid-week Bible study. Plans are 
on the drawing board to build a new Christian life center to 
accommodate this rapidly growing congregation.”

The story: It s̓ a sight to see. Teenagers with black 
trench coats and black hair are playing drums and an elec-
tric bass alongside a group of older choir members. The 
music is �Leaning on the Everlasting Arms,� straight out 
of the hymnbook, and somehow, the rock twang combined 
with traditional warbling is beautiful.

Following worship, the youth gather downstairs to pre-
pare a luncheon fundraiser. Some have piercings in their 
noses, eyebrows, tongues. Many have hairstyles and cloth-
ing in the dark style known as �goth.� Theyʼre excited to 
be together � and anxious to share how this church accepts 
them when others have not. 

�It is different than any church I have ever been to,� says 
Katrina Hunter, 16. �They give us respect, and when adults 

respect you, it makes you want to respect them.�
�We donʼt turn anyone down because they want 

to wear black clothes and black hair,� said Allen 
Rose, 13.

�I know someone who said that black resembles 
darkness, so black must reflect what s̓ in my heart,� 
said Cassie Johnson, 13. �That s̓ not true.�

In the last five years, average worship atten-
dance at Midtown has increased from 30 to 65. 
About half of those are teenagers, and most didnʼt 

have a church home before friends invited 
them to Midtown, says Pastor Richard Tallent. 

Six months ago, Lay Leader Charles Mil-
ligan started a Wednesday-night Bible study 
for youth. When attendance shot up to 30, Mil-
ligan had to divide the group into two classes.

�I canʼt say we did anything different than 
any other church has done,� says Tallent, a 
former Southern Baptist preacher who has 
served Holston Conference since 1994. �But 
I canʼt overemphasize the acceptance of these 
older people. They just want these young 
people to be in church.�

In turn, some older church members talk 
about the vitality the teenagers brought to last 
year s̓ Christmas play and how inspiring it 

is to send big groups to Resurrection. In March, 
Midtown sent three youth to Discovery, Holston s̓ 
spiritual event for young people considering the 
call to ministry. 

At Midtown, youth are regularly included in 
worship. Once a year, they plan the entire service 
for Children s̓ and Youth Sabbath. When the teens 
have ideas, theyʼre seriously considered, members 
say. Some boundaries have been set � for example, 
clothing with demonic themes is not permitted 
� but church leaders think hard before establish-
ing too many rules. Instead, they talk to the young 
people about showing respect for the older people.

�Since the 1950s, I have not seen kids this 
devoted,� says Jean Penley. �We know some of 
them donʼt dress appropriately, but we donʼt judge. 
The way they are willing to show their faith � that 
will always stand out more.�

Andrew Tallent, 18, confesses to being a non-
believer before he came to Midtown. He was the 
first goth youth in the church. Today, he s̓ sharing 
the Gospel with his non-believer friends. 

�Weʼre going to the places where mainstream 
Christianity wonʼt go,� he says. �Weʼve found 
a way to find God � a God who doesnʼt want to 
limit you.� ■

Midtown Valley  UMC
Oak Ridge  District  

District Superintendent:
Rev. Ken Henderlight

Pastor:
Rev. Richard Tallent

Churches
to Watch

 1 Abingdon
 2 Big Stone Gap
 3 Chattanooga
 4 Cleveland
 5 Johnson City
 6 Kingsport
 7 Knoxville
 8 Maryville
 9 Morristown
 10 Oak Ridge
 11 Tazewell
 12 Wytheville
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LAST IN A SERIES  

We are inspired.  We hear about your churches � churches on 
the move, churches that grow and connect with communities � churches 
to watch. So, we asked each of our 12 superintendents to tell us about a 
�church to watch� in their districts. In February, we featured Taylor Memorial  
UMC in Johnson City District. Here is our final congregation in the series.  

� Editor, The Call

Midtown Valley UMC hopes to build a Christian life center in the future.

�I have seen the Lord�; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
� John 20:11-18 (NRSV)

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of  Jesus 

had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her �

F
or many congregations, 
Easter is a golden oppor-
tunity to welcome guests 
they might not see any 

other time of the year. 
The goal is to make newcomers feel so good 

about coming to church on Easter, theyʼll want 
to come back again and again.

For Ooltewah and First-Centenary United 
Methodist Churches, hospitality is important 
on Easter Sunday, but it s̓ just as important 
every other Sunday of the year.

�A lot of what weʼre doing on Easter, we 
do all the time,� says the Rev. David Graves, 
senior pastor at Ooltewah UMC in Cleveland 
District. �Our worship team works on hospi-
tality a lot, because we want it to be the best it 
possibly can be.�

The process begins in the parking lot, where 
worshippers are greeted on one of two golf 
carts. On Easter, three golf carts will be avail-
able, helping people navigate the large parking 
lot and the crowds expected on April 8. 

 �Our campus is more rectangular than 
square,� Graves explains. �The golf carts just 
give them a quick, easy ride to where they 
want to go.�

Greeters are posted both inside and outside 
the church. Both greeters and ushers are trained 
to �pick up on� people who might be guests, to 
sense when they need directions or other assis-
tance. Theyʼre also careful not to embarrass or 

overwhelm people who donʼt want too much attention, Graves 
said.  

For example, on Easter, Ooltewah will provide gift-wrapped 
devotional books to first-time visitors. People who prefer not 
to identify themselves as first-timers during worship can dis-
creetly visit a special display to pick up their gifts. Visitors who 
provide their names and addresses will promptly be invited to 
come again. 

Regular attenders are instructed not to dominate the back 
pews or end seats, Graves said. Guests usually want to sit in 
the back, or they find it embarrassing to climb over the laps of 
others for a seat in the middle of the row.

Ooltewah s̓ average worship attendance is 550, but since 
the church broke attendance records with more than 1,000 on 

Christmas Eve, they expect more than 1,000 
on Easter. 

Give them coffee
When newcomers have to meet and mingle 

with people they donʼt know, they need to 
do something with their hands, says Nell 
Mohney. �So you hand them a cup of coffee.�

That s̓ how newcomers are welcomed into 
the Downtown Singles Sunday school group 
at First-Centenary UMC in Chattanooga Dis-
trict. The class has a big breakfast each Palm 
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Greeters at Ooltewah UMC use golf carts to taxi worshippers to the entrance � not just at Easter, but year-round. 

See Easter hospitality, page 8

Two Churches Share Their Welcoming Ways

EASTER      HOSPITALITY
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