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Dammann verdict
prompts mixed reactions from groups

nation &&  world

A UMNS REPORT

By Amy Green

The acquittal of a lesbian clergywoman in a 
United Methodist church trial has sparked 
both criticism and praise from unofficial 
advocacy groups, as some celebrate the ver-

dict while others blast it as �schismatic.� 
The March 20 acquittal of the Rev. Karen Dammann 

of Ellensburg, Wash., led some groups to call for a 
reprimand of church leaders in the region. Others, how-
ever, said the verdict should push United Methodists to 
focus instead on Christian unity and tolerance. 

The trial s̓ outcome �points to the deep and painful 
divisions that exist within our denomination,� said the 
Rev. Kathryn Johnson of the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action, a group that supported the verdict. �As 
the news of the �not guilty  ̓verdict spread across the 
country � tears of rejoicing and relief were shed and 
prayers of thanks uttered. At the very same moment, 

others were shedding tears of 
grief and pain as they tried to 
deal with feelings of shock 
and betrayal.� 

The denomination put 
Dammann, a Seattle-area 
pastor, on trial after she 
acknowledged her longtime 
homosexual relationship. 
While church law prohibits 
the ordination of �self-avowed 

practicing homosexuals,� a jury of 13 of her peers 
found Dammann innocent of the single charge against 
her, that of �practices declared by the United Methodist 
Church to be incompatible with Christian teachings.� 

Groups disappointed in the decision directed 
some of their criticism at the denomination s̓ Pacific 
Northwest Annual (regional) Conference and Western 
Jurisdiction. The jurisdiction, one of the church s̓ five 
U.S. regions, is viewed as being more liberal on social 
issues than other parts of the church, particularly in 
comparison with the denomination s̓ Southeastern and 
South Central areas. 

The Confessing Movement said that by the actions 
of the jury, the Pacific Northwest Conference has 
become �schismatic.� 

�This nullification of church law ... must not be 
allowed to stand,� the group said in a statement. �The 
clergy jury have broken covenant with the church and 
failed to live up to their ordination vows.� 

The verdict came a month before General Confer-
ence, the church s̓ largest legislative assembly held 
every four years. Nearly 1,000 delegates from across 
the globe will gather in Pittsburgh on April 27-May 7 
to make laws for the denomination. 

The Confessing Movement suggested that delegates 
consider a way to allow �those in the Western Jurisdic-

tion � and the rest of the church for that matter 
� who are not willing to keep and live by the cov-
enants of the church � to amicably depart from 
the denomination with their property and clergy 
retirement benefits secured.� 

The Good News organization argued the verdict 
puts the church �in the midst of one of its most 
serious crises in more than a decade.�  That group, 
too, described the verdict as �schismatic� and 
called on United Methodists to voice their dismay 
to church leaders, and General Conference del-
egates to consider a censure of Pacific Northwest 
church leaders. 

�The United Methodist Church cannot con-
tinue with any sense of unity with these kinds of 
destructive irregularities tearing at the heart, soul 
and conscience of the church,� Good News said in 
a statement. 

The ecumenical Institute on Religion and 
Democracy condemned the verdict as �farcical.� 

�Every United Methodist General Conference 
since 1972 has declared homosexual practice to be 
incompatible with Christian teaching,� said Mark 
Tooley, a spokesman for the group. �Yet a jury of 
13 clergy decided the church in fact has no posi-
tion on the topic.� 

However, Johnson, executive director of the 
Methodist Federation for Social Action, cheered 
the verdict. The group has submitted a petition 
urging General Conference to delete a reference 

in the church s̓ Social Principles to homosexuality 
being incompatible with Christian teaching and 
to acknowledge instead the differences that exist 
in the denomination �among faithful Christians.� 
�We stand before God admitting that we have thus 
far been unable to reach common ground,� the 
group s̓ suggested wording says. 

This confession is necessary for the church to 
move forward on the issue, Johnson said. 

�The question should not be which side will 
�win  ̓but rather how to address the deep divisions 
in the body of the church,� she said. 

Others echoed that sentiment. Troy Plummer, 
executive director of the Reconciling Ministries 
Network � a group pushing for broader inclusion 
of gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgender people 
in the denomination � found the verdict an affir-
mation of diversity that should be celebrated. 

The Rev. Peggy R. Gaylord, spokeswoman for 
Affirmation, a group working to make the denomi-
nation more inclusive to all, summed her feelings 
up simply. 

�We just really deplore any efforts to exclude to 
any degree any group from participation from life 
in the church,� she said. �I just think that...a funda-
mental message of Christ is that the church is open 
to all. We get hung up on doctrine. ... The doctrine 
was not what Jesus was about.�  ■

Green is a freelance journalist based in Nashville, Tenn.  

UMNS photos by Les Fetchko

The Rev. Judith Schultz, trial court chair, reads the not-guilty verdict at the Rev. Karen Dammann trial on 
March 20. 

■ For additional cover-
age of the Washington 
state verdict, visit 
the United Methodist 
News Service site at 
www.umns.umc.org, click 
on �Daily News,� then 
�Karen Dammann Trial.�
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 College News College News

● R.W. Aytes
CROSSVILLE, Tenn. � Roland 

Willis Aytes, 93, died March 25 in 
Cumberland County Medical Center. 
He was a retired Holston clergy 
member who had served Pittman 
Center, Tazewell Circuit, and Dan-
dridge, among other churches. The 
Rev. Aytes is survived by four chil-
dren, Elise Hook of Baton Rouge, 
La.; Willis Aytes of Knoxville; Anna 
Aytes of Denver; and Costen Aytes 
of Denver; two sisters, Ruth Lee and 
Roberta Wampler; nine grandchildren; 
and ten great-grandchildren. Funeral 
services were held March 29 in the 
chapel of Schubert Funeral Home. 
Interment followed in Frankfort 
Church Cemetery. 

● Cecil Harville
BEAN STATION, Tenn. � Cecil 

Harville, 70, died March 26 at his 
home. He was a retired Holston clergy 
member who had served Mary s̓ 
Chapel and Mooresburg UMC. The 
Rev. Harville is survived by his wife, 
Janet Harville; mother, Mary Har-
ville; four sons, William Harville, 
James Harville, Robert Harville, and 
Joe Hendgen; and 11 grandchildren. 
Funeral services were held March 
28 at First Jefferson City UMC with 
the Rev. Richard Patterson, the Rev. 
Stephen Burkhart, and the Rev. 
Janice Robertson officiating. Memo-
rial gifts may be made to any local 
United Methodist church in Harville s̓ 
memory. 

● Clancy Loudy

PEARISBURG, Va. � Clancy 
Homer Loudy, 88, died March 17 
in Carilion Giles Memorial Nursing 
Home. He was a retired Holston clergy 
member who had served Pine Grove 
Park, Rich Valley-Carvosso, and Falls 
Mills-Midway, among other churches. 
The Rev. Loudy is survived by one 
son, Ralph Loudy of Jonesborough, 
Tenn.; one daughter, Phyllis Bowen 
of Pearisburg, Va.; one sister, Thelma 
Cobb Jones of Kingsport, Tenn.; six 
grandchildren; and 18 great-grand-
children. Funeral services were held 
March 20 at First Pearisburg UMC 
with the Rev. Tony Collins and the 
Rev. Fred Austin officiating. A grave-
side service was held March 22 at East 
Lawn Cemetery in Kingsport. ■

 In Memoriam In Memoriam

By Dirk Moore 
EMORY Va. - Charles Emory Bryant, 

who attended Emory & Henry College 
from 1879 to 1880, was devoted to his 
eight daughters and to the notion � not 
common in his day � that young women 
should be well educated.

Recently, his youngest daughter, 
Anna Bryant Thompson, honored her 
father, his ideals and Emory & Henry 
with a $10 million bequest, the largest 
gift to the college in its 167-year history.

Thompson, who died Nov. 21 at 
the age of 98, has designated the entire 
amount of her gift toward a scholarship 
fund in her father s̓ memory.

�Emory & Henry is extremely 
touched by this generous gift,� said 
E&H President Thomas R. Morris. 

�Anna Thompson s̓ life was an exam-
ple of commitment to the value of 
higher education, and her generosity 
expressed through this gift is a great 
honor for our college community.�

A businesswoman who studied 
fashion design in New York City and 
Europe, Thompson was the owner of a 
dress shop in Richmond, Va., for many 
years. According to her niece, Mildred 
Tompkins, Thompson was an astute 
investor during the time she ran her 
business and later in retirement as she 
managed her resources.

After graduating from Marion Col-
lege, a two-year college for women 
in Marion, Va., which closed in the 
1970s, Thompson studied at the Par-
sons School of Design in New York 
City before heading to Paris to continue 

her education in the fashion business. 
Before starting her own shop, she 
worked as a buyer for the Thalhimer 
Brothers department store in Richmond.

She was married to Charles 
Thompson, the owner of a Richmond 
flour mill, who preceded her in death. 
Tompkins described her aunt as an 
early �womenʼs libber� who loved 
her husband, her home, decorating 
and her work.�

Her large gift to Emory & Henry is 
a natural extension of her interest in the 
future of young people, Tompkins said. 
�She believed she could make a big 
difference in helping young people by 
supporting Emory & Henry. She always 
has liked helping young people who 
wanted to make the best of their lives 
through a good education.� ■

Emory & Henry receives largest-ever gift

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. � Representing Holston Conference, a group of United Methodist 
Women visit Cokesbury Center on their way to a Southeastern Jurisdictional UMW 
meeting in Louisville, Ky. Pictured from left to right: Conference UMW President 
Ellen Moore, from Dublin UMC (Wytheville District); Ardell Reynolds, from Asbury 
UMC (Morristown District); Deborah Tallent, from Mt. Olivet Galax UMC (Wytheville 
District); and Betty Scott, from First Broad Street UMC (Kingsport District).
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Denman nominations: April 15
Nomination forms for the Denman 

Awards are available from the confer-
ence office (865-690-4080), from 
district offices, or from the Foun-
dation for Evangelism Web site 
(www.evangelize.org/main.html). 
Nominations are due by April 15 to 
the Rev. Sandra Johnson, 829 Dallas 
Road, Chattanooga, TN 37405-2735.

Children�s Day: May 22
All elementary-age children are 

invited to attend the nearest Holston 
camp for Children s̓ Day 2004 on 
Saturday, May 22. This new confer-
ence event has been scheduled in place 
of the traditional Children s̓ Day at 
Annual Conference to allow for conve-
nience and wider participation. Games, 
campfire songs, a picnic lunch, and 
devotions are planned at Fort Black-
more, Buffalo Mountain, Dickenson, 
Laurel, Lookout, and Wesley Woods. 
For more information, contact Anita 
Henderlight  at (865) 690-4080 or 
anitahenderlight@holston.org, or visit 
www.holston.kids.com.

Clergy golf tourney: June 17
The second Holston Pastors  ̓Schol-

arship Golf Tournament will be held 
June 17 immediately following the 
last session of Annual Conference. 
The tournament begins at 3:45 p.m. at 
Waynesville Country Club in Waynes-
ville, N.C. Cost is $45 per person. Pro-
ceeds will be used for scholarships for 
student pastors. For entries and ques-
tions, contact Tom Seay at (865) 588-
6562 or (865) 693-8219. ■


