
C
M

Y
K

C
M

Y
K

  A p r i l  1 1 ,  2 0 0 3  •  The Call   1

Easter Prayers 
United Methodist Women 
will take their prayers 
for peace to Washington 
during the week follow-
ing Easter, April 20. 

Page 7

Shining Through
In a year when five of 
Holston’s 12 new-church 
projects will be eliminated 
due to budget shortfalls, 
Knox Area Rescue Minis-
tries is a “bright spot.” 
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Bishop’s Column
“We don’t dare believe 
‘all is well’ just because 
we enjoy the fellowship 
within our cozy groups 
while our communities 
and world goes to hell.”
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A.C. Deadlines
Important dates in pre-
paring for Annual Con-
ference 2003 in June. 
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Native America 
Get ready for a Special 
Sunday on May 4. 

Page 3

Inside
www.holston.org
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Three districts will receive, continued on page 7
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Abingdon:  The district is sponsoring an Older 
Adult Rally at State Street UMC, May 1 at 9 a.m. 
Cost is $7 including lunch. The agenda includes wor-
ship and workshops. Martha Rowlett will be keynote 
speaker. For more information, call the Rev. Jane 
Taylor at (276) 628-4421.

Big Stone Gap: Led by Church & Com-
munity Worker Nancy Hobbs, the district is gather-
ing vegetable seeds for hungry families through 
“Seeds of Bounty” project. The idea was conceived 
two years ago when Hobbs learned that a local food 
bank needed bean and corn seeds. “They’re the most 
requested seeds – easy to grow but expensive to 
buy,” she explains. Hobbs enlisted the help of United 
Methodist Women and Sunday school classes in and 
outside the district. This year the project will supply 
seeds to three food banks by May 1, shortly before the 
last frost. To help, contact Hobbs at (276) 523-0417 
or lhobbs@mounet.com.

Chattanooga: The district newsletter 
reported that Chattanooga church membership 
increased 78 and worship attendance increased 34 
between 2001 and 2002. Meanwhile, Sunday school 
average attendance dropped 89 and the district paid 
85.6 percent of Fair Share apportionments, according 
to Superintendent Al Bowles. “During 2003 we must 
make paying 100 percent of our Fair Share a top pri-
ority,” Bowles told church leaders.

Cleveland: In February, Graysville UMC 
assisted the community when powerful storms ripped 
through the area. The church opened its fellowship 

hall for three nights, served breakfast and provided blankets and 
flashlights for families escaping floodwaters. “All the church 
members are to be commended for their help,” says the Rev. 
Glenn Moseley. S

Kingsport: The Rev. Joel Campbell recently relied on 
his background in nuclear power production to give a “dirty 
bomb” seminar at St. Matthew UMC. “The officials put us on 
alert, but they don’t tell us what to do,” Campbell said. So the 
former mechanical engineer decided to reach out to the commu-
nity with practical information about protection from radiation 
exposure. About 200 people attended, including about 120 who 
weren’t church members. M

Knoxville: After completing a Sunday school cur-
riculum on social justice, a senior-high group at Church Street 
UMC raised more than $1,000 for the International Justice Mis-
sion. “The money raised will help pay caseworker and attorney 
fees to actually free slaves from the bondage they suffer,” says 
Youth Director Marc Gamble. International Justice Mission 
helps people in many countries, such as slaves forced into pros-
titution in India. L

Johnson City: On Feb. 9, children from Munsey 
Memorial UMC presented 80 valentines to Sen. Rusty Crowe. 
The valentines were part of the conference’s recent effort to 
raise state legislators’ awareness of children’s issues through 
valentines made by kids. “Sen. Crowe is a member of Munsey 
and was happy to receive the valentines from the children of his 
home church,” says Children’s Coordinator Trish Patterson. L

Maryville: First Alcoa UMC began a third worship ser-
vice on April 6. Guided by Galatians 6:14, the service begins 
at 6:14 p.m. and is called (you guessed it) “614.” The service is 

geared to teens through young adults and 
is led by First Alcoa’s associate pastor, 
the Rev. Jason Brown. L

Morristown: For two 
years, about 12 women from Trinity 
Morristown UMC have gathered on 
Tuesday afternoons to sew and knit. So 
far, they’ve made 19 lap quilts to give to 
visitors at the Veterans Administration 
hospital and a “huge box” of hats for 
homeless people, according to organizer 
Kathy Wooley. Trinity’s Rev. David 
Vaughan, who serves as a police chap-
lain, also takes quilts out to victims of 
traffic accidents. M

Oak Ridge: Youth at Concord 
UMC raised more than $36,000 through 
Resurrection T-shirt sales this year. Ten 
percent of proceeds were tithed to Youth 
Service Fund. The rest will be used to 
cover expenses for Youth2003 in Knox-
ville, a youth choir trip to New England, 
and a 2004 mission trip, according to 
Youth Director Jane Currin. More than 
5,000 shirts were sold with a design that 
beat out other youth groups in last year’s 
annual contest. L

Tazewell: In January, The Call 
reported that members of Virginia Avenue 
UMC’s youth choir from the early 1980s 
were returning for a reunion. In late Feb-
ruary, 18 former youths gathered for an 
emotional weekend, playing for a Sunday 
service that lasted nearly two hours. “There 
was a sweet sorrow to singing those 
anthems,” said the Rev. Mary K. Briggs, 
a former choir member now serving Chil-
howie UMC in Abingdon District. “We felt 
young again.” M

 
Wytheville: On April 19, 

Holston’s first Hispanic chartered con-
gregation will celebrate a new building. 
Members and supporters will walk from 
the parent church, West Galax UMC, to the 
new home of Door of Heaven UMC, also 
known as De La Iglesia Puerta Del Cielo 
Metodista Unida. Stay tuned. S
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District Roundup
NEWS FROM YOUR DISTRICT

LEFT: Why is a nice Kingsport pastor 
like Joel Campbell giving �dirty 
bomb� seminars?
Photo by Earl Carter, The Call

ABOVE: Concord youth will sell you 
the shirts off their backs. 
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        Kingsport

THEN & NOW: Virginia Avenue welcomes its youth choir back from the early 1980s during a reunion weekend. 

                                                                                        Tazewell
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Photo by Annette Bender, The Call

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. – The Rev. Lauri Jo Cranford, University of Tennes-
see Wesley Foundation director, lights a candle following a midday service 
on campus (above). During an all-day peace vigil on April 2, college stu-
dents were invited to pray in Wesley Foundation’s chapel and participate 
in one of two special services. The midday service included the reading 
of the original poem, “Requiem at Autumn’s Fall,”  by Wesley Foundation 
participant Kip Williams. Students also prayed and joined in singing “God, 
Whose Love is Always Stronger.” 

In other war-related activities throughout the conference, Holston mem-
bers and the public are invited to participate in a “virtual prayer wall” at 
www.holstonconference.com. Sponsored by Holston’s Outreach/Advocacy 
Team, Peace With Justice Committee, and Wesley Institute, the web feature 
allows participants to post names of servicemen and women in need of 
prayer. Look for an online multimedia presentation at the “wall” by April 
11, according to Donna Hankins, interactive media specialist.

On April 24, Holston clergy and laypersons are encouraged to attend the 
conference-wide event, “What’s a Person of Faith to Do? Issues of War and 
Peace.” The day-long dialogue at First Morristown United Methodist Church 
will feature Bishop Peter Storey as speaker and Bishop Ray Chamberlain as 
communion celebrant. For more information, see “Calendar” on page 3. ■

       LIGHTING 
     CANDLES  
         FOR 
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Three districts 
will receive 
new leaders 
this summer
By Annette Bender

Three Holston ministers have 
been tapped for district super-
intendent appointments this 

summer, Bishop Ray Chamberlain 
recently announced.

At Annual Confer-
ence 2003 in June, the 
Rev. Kim Goddard will 
be appointed to Abingdon 
District. The Rev. Ken 
Henderlight will serve 
Oak Ridge District, while 
the Rev. Ron Matthews 
will be appointed to 
Maryville District.

Oak Ridge’s current 
district superintendent, 
the Rev. Gordon Rid-
enour, will retire this year 
and assume a position 
as the conference’s first 
executive assistant to 
the bishop, Chamberlain 
announced. 

Goddard, 41, has 
served as Wesley Institute 
director since November 
2000. From 1985 to 2000, 
she served as pastor at 
local churches including 
Otterbein, Trinity Wise, 
and Aldersgate/Jordan’s 
Chapel. 

Goddard’s appointment to the cabinet 
will bring a “fresh perspective,” Cham-
berlain said. “[She] is a product of south-
west Virginia and returns to her roots 
with a deep sense of calling.”  Abingdon 
District’s current superintendent, the Rev. 
Brenda Carroll, will be appointed to a 
local church this summer.

“I am extremely grateful to Brenda 
Carroll for her leadership and look for-
ward to working with the clergy and laity 
of a fine district,” Goddard told The Call. 
“I have thoroughly enjoyed working with 
the Wesley Institute, but I grew up in a 
small church in Virginia so moving to the 
Abingdon District feels like going home.”

Goddard

Henderlight

Matthews


