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 ROME (UMNS)�Pope John Paul II is being remembered by United Method-
ists as one of the great leaders of the Roman Catholic Church. The 84-year-old 
pontiff died April 2 at the Vatican in Rome. �John Paul II personified the Roman 
Catholic Church for more than a quarter-century,� said Bishop William B. Oden, 
ecumenical officer for the United Methodist Council of Bishops. Bishop Peter D. 
Weaver, president of the Council of Bishops, expressed condolences to �our Roman 
Catholic sisters and brothers� on the loss of the pope. �He was a courageous witness 
for Christ and a compassionate brother to the poor and oppressed of this world.�

United Methodists give $32.4 million for tsunami aid
STAMFORD, Conn. (UMNS)�United Methodists have donated $32.4 million 

for South Asia tsunami relief. The new total, which includes gifts received from late 
December through the end of March, was announced by Roland Fernandes, trea-
surer of the Board of Global Ministries, at the start of the board s̓ April 11-14 spring 
meeting. �The tremendous outpouring of gifts received through the Advance for tsu-
nami relief has been unprecedented both in terms of the amounts and the volume of 
gifts received,� he reported. On April 14, the Holston Conference treasurer s̓ office 
announced that Holston churches had donated a total of $625,850 to the effort.

Conference approves settlement 
in second camp abuse case

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS)�The Tennessee Annual Conference has 
approved a settlement of nearly $1 million for the family of a girl who said 
she was sexually assaulted five years ago at a church-run camp. The settle-
ment of $952,027 was approved April 2 in a special called session of the con-
ference at Calvary United Methodist Church. The figure includes $119,000 
that will be paid out over a seven-year period for counseling and medical care 
for the girl. The called session followed a similar settlement in 2003 to resolve 
another case of abuse that occurred at the camp in 2001. Both assaults were 
allegedly committed by the same camp counselor, Carl Steven Bentrup, 21, 
who was arrested after the 2001 incident. He later was found hanged in his 
cell in the Hickman County jail; the sheriff said the death was a suicide. The 
2001 assault�also against a 12-year-old girl�led to a lawsuit against the 
conference, which settled out of court for $1 million.

Bishop impostor targets churches in scam
NORCROSS, Ga. (UMNS)�A phone scam by someone posing as a United 

Methodist bishop has robbed three African-American United Methodist con-
gregations in Florida, Georgia and Maryland of about $2,400, a bishop s̓ assis-
tant said. The Georgia Bureau of Investigation began investigating the matter 
April 6 at the request of Bishop G. Lindsey Davis, who oversees the North 
Georgia Annual (regional) Conference of the United Methodist Church and 
whose office is in Norcross. In the scam, a man posing as the bishop contacts 
churches and asks them to wire money�usually between $700 and $800�to 
his niece, identified as Diane Williams, who is traveling in their area and 
having car trouble. Davis, who was out of the office, said he did not make the 
calls and �doesnʼt even know anybody by the name of Diane Williams,� said 
his administrative assistant, Chris Selleck. 

General Conference commission 
reduces budget, chooses theme

SCHILLER PARK, Ill. (UMNS)�When the 2008 General Conference 
meets in Fort Worth, Texas, delegates will gather for nine days instead of 
11. With a theme of �A Future With Hope,� the nearly 1,000 delegates from 
around the world will meet from April 23 to May 2 to set church policy and 
conduct other business. The 17-member Commission on General Conference 
also reduced the assembly s̓ budget, in keeping with a mandate from the 2004 
General Conference to study ways of increasing efficiency and decreasing 
costs. Meeting April 4-6, the commission reduced the General Conference s̓ 
$6.66 million operating budget by $250,000. The budget for the 2004 assem-
bly in Pittsburgh was $4.87 million. In an effort to strengthen the working 
relationships of the delegates during General Conference, the commission is 
establishing a new delegate-training program. ■

 Clergy should plan for 
‘sabbath experience’ in October 

I n response to the expressed needs of Holston pastors for �time away,� 
the Orders Steering/Fellowships Steering Committee is planning 

clergy �sabbath experiences� at nine different sites during the week of
Oct. 10-16.

Based on responses to a recent survey, reservations have been made for 
clergy at the following locations: Alumni House, Emory & Henry College, Emory, 
Va.; Atkins House, Lake Junaluska, N.C.: Buffalo Mountain Camp, Jonesbor-
ough, Tenn.; Camp Dickenson, Fries, Va.; Camp Lookout, Rising Fawn, Ga.; 
Camp Wesley Woods, Townsend, Tenn.; Holiday Inn and Millstone Golf Course, 
Morristown, Tenn.; Jubilee House, Abingdon, Va.; and Whitestone Country Inn, 
Kingston, Tenn. 

Elders, deacons, licensed local pastors, and associate members may 
choose a time to get away at one of these locations in October, either alone or 
with family or friends.

Each clergy member must make his or her own specific reservations 
at the chosen facility. Pastors may elect a one- or two-night package. The 
only planned retreat activity will be a worship service. 

To eliminate the need for clergy members to prepare sermons and to be 
present on that day, Pastor/Staff Parish Committees will receive letters asking 
them to arrange for a lay speaker on Oct. 16 (Laity Sunday). Each church 
also will be asked to assist its appointed clergy with the cost of the retreat. 
Pastors will need to register their planned retreat with the conference office, 
so that the Orders Steering Committee can coordinate participation.

A brochure with complete details will be available in mid-May.

Children’s Day: May 14 and June 4

B y May, most children�s ministry workers could use a boost. Chil-
dren�s Day offers an instant end-of-the-school-year activity with 

games, campfire songs, a picnic lunch, and devotions. Children�s Day also 
offers a chance to connect with other congregations and to visit a Holston 
camp. There is no charge. 

On Saturday, May 14, Children�s Day happens at Camps Ahis-
tadi (Damascus, Va.), Laurel (Rocky Gap, Va.), and Wesley Woods 
(Townsend, Tenn.) Group registrations are due by May 1. 

On Saturday, June 4, Children�s Day is planned at Camps Blackmore (Fort 
Blackmore, Va.), Buffalo Mountain (Jonesborough, Tenn.), Dickenson (Fries, 
Va.), and Lookout (Rising Fawn, Ga.). Group registrations are due by May 20.

For more information, call the children�s ministry office at (865) 690-
4080 or visit holstonkidscalendar.holston.org  ■

nation & world news For complete text of these and other United Methodist 
News Service stories, go to www.umns.umc.org

By Brian Burchcommentary

L
ast spring as part of my disserta-
tion, 132 pastors in Holston Con-
ference responded to questions 
about their personal use of tech-

nology and its use in their congregations. At 
the time of the survey, each of these pastors 
was serving a growing congregation. By 
growing, I mean these churches were in the 
top one-third of our conference in atten-
dance, membership, and professions of faith.

The  majority of surveyed pastors own 
and use technology. They have cell phones 
(93.9 percent), computers (87.9 percent), 
and use e-mail (87.9 percent). Pastors of 
growing churches check their e-mail at least 
daily (85.3 percent). Most find e-mail effec-
tive for church growth (58.9 percent), for 
supporting church members (64.9 percent), 
and for dealing with pastoral concerns (64.9 
percent). This does not mean that these pas-
tors own all the latest gadgets. Instead, they 
have limited their investments to technology 
that can be used effectively for ministry.

Of the churches surveyed, 54.5 percent 
have web sites, compared to a conference 
average of 12.4 percent that have web sites. 
A majority of churches with web sites (63.9 
percent) have had one or more visitors 
attend their church after examining their site 
within the last six months. 

Breaking the data down by the commu-
nity demographics led to another observa-
tion: The use of technology matches that 
of the local community. Pastors serving 
congregations in communities with popu-
lations larger than 5,000 used the internet 
and e-mail at a rate one-third higher then  
pastors serving growing churches in more 
rural communities. Likewise, churches in 

communities of 5,000 or more implemented 
church web site features at a rate double 
their rural counterparts.

I believe these findings point to a trait of 
growing congregations: Their leaders under-
stand their communities and match the use 
of technology to the community in which 
they minister. These pastors have learned 
to apply St. Paul s̓ model of becoming �all 
things to all men so that by all possible 
means I might save some� (1 Corinthians 
9:22). Of course, this is the same method 
put into practice by St. Patrick in his work 
with the Irish, John Wesley in his work with 
the poor in England, and Rick Warren in his 
ministry to today s̓ pop culture.

In terms of conference-wide church 
growth, two findings call for deeper reflec-
tion. Higher rates of church growth were 
found in communities with above-average 
education levels, and with above-average 
level of internet access. Of the 166 congrega-
tions that reported zero professions of faith 
over a four-year period, 125 (75.3 percent) 
were the smaller congregations on a circuit. 

These results are based on surveys 
distributed to 154 churches identified as 
�growing,� with an 85.7 percent response 
rate. Church growth data was determined 
from year-end reports from 2000 through 
2003. During those four years, the average 
church in the survey group experienced 33.3 
professions of faith, had a positive change 
in attendance of 24.4 persons, and grew by 
43.3 members. ■

The Rev. Burch is pastor at Rural Retreat/
 Mt. Olive UMC in Wytheville District. For com-
plete survey results, visit www.circuitride.com. 

Growing churches tend to be
 tech-oriented churches

UMNS photo by Mike DuBose

General Conference delegates in Pittsburgh hold hands in unity on the final day of the 
2004 assembly. The next gathering will be held in Fort Worth, Texas, in April 2008. 

church leaders say
Pope embodied courage, love

UMNS file photo courtesy of the World Methodist Council.

Pope John Paul II greets the Rev. Joe Hale (above, right) during a January 2001 service in Rome.

calendar:

exchange:
☛ BRISTOL, Va. � Trinity UMC has church organ for sale. Allen Organ 
Protege AP-6 bought in 1999 includes console controller and MIDI guide 
version 22. Warranty can be extended to second owner on all equipment. 
$11,500. Contact Trinity UMC at (276) 669-1836 or trinityoffice@bvunet.net.

Easter attendance  
Due to a production error, the �Numbers� column on page 2 of the 

April 8 edition contained incorrect Easter worship attendances for two
congregations. Rural Retreat UMC, in Wytheville District, had 211 in 
worship attendance. Woodlawn UMC, in Morristown District, had 70 in 
worship attendance. The Call regrets the errors. ■

correction:

Morgan Phillips
MARYVILLE, Tenn. � Morgan Kemmar 

Phillips died March 29 at Blount Memorial 
Hospital. He was a retired Holston clergy 
member who had served Andersonville-Mt. 
Pleasant, Heritage-Arrowhead, and Logan s̓ 
Chapel UMC, among others. The Rev. Phil-
lips is survived by his wife, Louise Phil-
lips; sons, Morgan T. Phillips of Memphis, 
Mark Phillips of Memphis, Victor Tilley 
of Maryville, and Dennis Tilley of Alcoa; 
daughter Sarah Roberto of Knoxville; one 
granddaughter; and two great-grandchil-
dren. A funeral service was held April 1 in 
the Trinity Chapel of Smith Mortuary with 
the Rev. Tom Robins and the Rev. Rae Mul-
lins officiating. Interment followed April 2 
at Grandview Cemetery.  ■

in memoriam
These are the seven largest denomina-

tions � as reported by the National Council 
of Churches in the recently released 
2005 �Yearbook of American & Canadian 
Churches.� 

67,259,768 Roman Catholic Church 
16,439,603 Southern Baptist
   Convention
8,251,175 United Methodist Church 
5,503,192 Church of Jesus Christ
   of Latter-Day Saints
5,449,875 Church of God in Christ 
5,000,000 National Baptist 
   Convention, U.S.A., Inc.  
4,984,925 Evangelical Lutheran
   Church in America 

numbers:


