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What’s your size?
The Call uses the following symbols to 
identify articles about small, medium 
or large churches:

S = Churches with average 85 
or fewer in principle weekly worship 
service(s)

M= Average 86 to 225 in worship 
service(s)

L = Average 226 or more in wor-
ship service(s)

Got something to say?
Send letters and e-mails to:
C-Mail, The Call 
P.O. Box 32939
Knoxville, TN  37930-2939/ fax (865) 
690-3162/ thecall@holston.org.

Want to subscribe?
For a 12-month subscription (26 
issues), write a $15 check made to 
“Holston Conference” and send to: 
The Call
P.O. Box 32939 
Knoxville, TN 37930-2939
For credit card orders, call (865) 
690-4080 or visit www.holston.org. ■
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  Exchange  Exchange

  Numbers  Numbers Bishop’s Perspective
By Ray W. Chamberlain Jr.
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I have been thinking about some 
post-resurrection events and rela-
tionships.

Of all the disciples, I believe Peter 
grieved the most over his betrayal of 
Jesus. He swore to a very ordinary and 
non-threatening maid that he did not 
even know Jesus. Then he went forth 
to weep bitterly. He had denied the one 
who believed in him and loved him as 
no other had.

The other side of that story is that 
Jesus might have fallen prey to anger 
and hurt over Peter s̓ betrayal. Jesus 
could have decided Peter s̓ faith was 
not the “rock” on which to build the 
church. Peter had failed miserably. 
The bond of trust was broken. Peter s̓ 
action was unforgivable.

But what is stunning in the post-res-
urrection appearances is that Jesus never 
condemns, rejects nor rebukes Peter. 
Jesus does not hold a grudge nor with-
hold forgiveness. Jesus appears simply 
to accept Peter s̓ human frailty. Jesus 
seems to understand that Peter acted out 
of stupidity and fear. Jesus embraced 
Peter s̓ bitter tears as repentance.

I like to think of that magnificent 
moment when the resurrected Jesus 
embraced Peter without rancor, dis-
appointment or malice. I think their 

reunion was full of grace and recon-
ciliation. The only slight rebuke Jesus 
offers Peter is that he is slow (“dull”) 
in recognizing him.

The greatest tragedy of the post-
resurrection stories is that nowhere is 
it recorded that Jesus returned to the 
Pharisees. There was no reconcilia-
tion. No revelation. No embrace.  No 
forgiveness. For you see, the religious 
folk never repented. They never were 
sorry. They didnʼt love Jesus before 
the cross, and they were unable to 
accept him after the resurrection.

Peter made some terrible mistakes, 
acknowledged them, and his heart was 
right. The Pharisees also betrayed the 
Messiah but failed to acknowledge 
their behavior, and their hearts were 
hardened. They were right about the 
Law of Moses but wrong about Jesus.  
They were right about the rules and 
rites but dead wrong about grace. So 
Jesus didnʼt stop in to visit them after 
the resurrection. And the Pharisees 
didnʼt care. They were satisfied with 
their own personal piety. That was 
enough for them. Smug. Legalistic. 
Hard. Orthodox. Correct. Yet they 
missed out on the greatest event in all 
of history.

To whom does Christ come today? ■

Forgiveness
in the post-resurrection stories 

Bishop Chamberlain receives a T-shirt from Appalachia Service Project staff mem-
bers Linda Honea (left) and Susan Crow (right) during their recent visit to his office. 

We asked these participants in Jubi-
lation, “What book is lying on your 
nightstand?”

● Ivene Buttram
Trinity (Athens) UMC
Cleveland District
Help!! Iʼm Talking and I Can t̓ Shut Up!! 
How to Improve Your ‘Laugh-Life,ʼ by 
Jerry King

● Burline Funk
Oakland UMC
Wytheville District
Three Volumes in One: Out to Pasture; 
Over What Hill?; Older But Wilder, by 
Effie Leland Wilder

● Bishop Richard Looney
First Waynesville UMC
Waynesville, NC
Church Leadership: Vision, Team, 
Culture and Integrity, by Lovett H. 
Weems Jr. ■

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. – Immediate 
opening for full-time director of youth 
and young adults. Prior experience as a 
youth director leading a program of 50 
or more youth is desirable. Salary and 
benefits commensurate with education,  
skills and experience. Send resume and 
coverletter to: First Farragut UMC, 
12733 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, 
TN 37922,  Attn: Staff Parish Com-
mittee. Fax (865) 675-4435. E-mail 
stevesmith@ffumc.org.  L

OOLTEWAH, Tenn. – Ooltewah 
UMC is seeking a part-time, Spirit-
lead person to oversee all facets of 
the children s̓ ministries. Three years 
leadership experience or educational 
equivalent in a Christian environ-
ment is required. Contact: Pastor, 
Ooltewah UMC, 6131 Relocation 
Way, Ooltewah, TN 37363. E-mail 
office@ooltewahumc.org. Web site  
www.ooltewahumc.org. L ■

63 Average worship attendance at 
Emory UMC, Kingsport District

78 Attendance this Easter 

220 Average worship attendance at 
Second UMC, Knoxville District 

325 Attendance this Easter

930 Average worship attendance at 
First Broad Street UMC, Kingsport District 

1,682 Attendance this Easter 

2,168 Average worship attendance 
at Cokesbury UMC, Knoxville District

4,257 Attendance this Easter

Last year’s mission, 
continued from page 1

year, Roan Mountain UMC joined 
other Johnson City District churches 
in assembling school kits for needy 
people in Kenya. The kits included 
paper, construction paper, pencils, pens, 
crayons, a writing tablet, a pocket dic-
tionary and a backpack.  

This year, Holston Conference will 
gather supply kits to send to missions 
in Liberia and Zimbabwe. 

The Morrisons and others in the 
Johnson City District are collecting 
health kits for Ganta Hospital in Libe-
ria. The kits will include: a bath towel, 
washcloth, toothbrushes, shampoo, 
soap, toothpaste, deodorant, Tylenol or 
Aleve, lotion and perfumed spray.

“I know each year we collect items 
and send them year after year, not 
knowing how they touch someone s̓ 
life,” Morrison said. “It was such a joy 
to hear from someone personally, real-
izing that the little things we do can 
make a difference in someone s̓ life 
around the world.”

The pastor s̓ family has stayed in 
contact with its new friend, sending 
sneakers, flip flops, art supplies and 
bubble-blowing soap in recent pack-
ages to Kenya. They recently received a 
second mailing that included letters for 
both Debbie and Meghan, age 16. The 
girl also sent pictures of her church.

In Meghan s̓ letter, Mwela was 
excited about the fact that she and her 
American pen pal have similar inter-
ests, including art and drawing. 

The Morrisons have shown the letters 
to members of their church and Debbie 
believes that it has been inspiring. “They 
just teared up,” she said. “They were 
very encouraged, very touched.” 

She hopes that telling about her 
letters from Kenya will inspire other 
Holston churches to participate in this 
year s̓ conference-wide missions proj-
ect. Helping others is something that 
Debbie and her family feel strongly 
about.

“I think it makes a connection 
between Christians around the 
world.” ■

Holly Craft is a free-lance writer living in 
Maryville, Tenn.

Holston churches are gearing 
up to raise $125,000 for India 
and collect supplies for Libe-

ria and Zimbabwe in the conferenceʼs 
annual spring mission project.

On May 2 or an alternate date, all 
local churches are requested to take 
special offerings to benefit “Hope 
of Today” ministries in Hyder-
abad, India. The offerings should 
be brought to Annual Conference at 
Lake Junaluska, N.C., June 13-16, in 

the form of a check.
In the “hands-on” part of the mis-

sion project, each of Holstonʼs 12 
districts have been assigned food, 
clothing, school, health or medical 
supplies to gather for designated mis-
sions in Africa. Once assembled, the 
buckets or kits should be brought 
to the district drop-off points on the 
days listed below.

When dropping off supplies at 
district drop-off points, each church 

is requested to bring one check that 
includes the $5 shipping charge 
accompanying each bucket or kit, said 
Missions Coordinator Bill Daugherty.

Congregations should also note that 
videotapes of the India mission desig-
nated to benefit from Holston s̓ offer-
ing are available in district offices.

For more information, go to www.
holstonconference.com/missions and 
click on “Hands-On Mission Offering” 
or call Daughterty at (865) 690-4080.

Districts announce deadlines for

hands-on mission kits

● Abingdon 
Drop off school kits at Pleasant View 
UMC, June 8-9 during office hours.

● Big Stone Gap 
Drop off health kits at the district 
office by June 4,  4 p.m.

● Chattanooga
Drop off boys  ̓clothing kits at Brain-
erd UMC on Thursday, June 10, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

● Cleveland
Drop off health kits at First Cleveland 
UMC, June 9-10 during office hours. 
Please visit church office first.

● Johnson City
Drop off health kits at First Johnson 
City UMC, June 7-10 during office 
hours.

● Kingsport 
Drop off health kits at First Broad 
Street UMC, June 9, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

● Knoxville
Drop off food buckets at Washington 
Pike UMC, June 10, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

● Maryville 
Drop off girls  ̓clothing kits at Fair-
view UMC, on or before June 11.

 

● Morristown 
Drop off medical kits to the district 
office by June 9.

● Oak Ridge
Drop off food buckets at Kern Memo-
rial UMC, June 7-8, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
June 9, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Office closed 
12:30-1 p.m.

● Tazewell
Drop off school kits at Ebenezer 
UMC, June 9, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; June 
10, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

● Wytheville
Drop off kits at Dublin UMC or Mt. 
Pleasant UMC by May 31. ■

Ribbon cutting
KNOXVILLE, Tenn. – Holston Home for Children and Holston Conference leaders dedicate a new family service center 

at a March 10 dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony. One of five Holston Home family service center locations, the facility 
relocated from Cokesbury Center to 900 East Hill Avenue in Knoxville. Pictured from left to right: the Rev. Charles Hutchins, 
Anita Henderlight, Jennifer Aldous, Melissa Russell, Mirie Taljaard, William Rose, Kent Bewley, the Rev. Bill Fowler, Ed 
Harmon, Bill Willard, Tony Specia, and Cindy Adorante.

Photo by Annette Bender, The Call 
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For letters to the editor not pub-
lished due to lack of space, go to 
www. holston.org/thecall. Click on 
“C-Mail.”


