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WASHINGTON (UMNS)�The bishops of the United Methodist Church spent 
their weeklong spring meeting working on their primary focus: Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. The bishops adopted the 2005-08 
emphasis last fall as their quadrennial focus, one that points directly to the United 
Methodist Church s̓ primary mission of disciple-making.

The emphasis permeated every aspect of the bishops  ̓May 1-6 meeting in Arling-
ton, Va.�the worship services, business sessions and field-trip discussions. Bishop 
Peter Weaver, council president, said afterward he sees �a growing unity of this 
council around this mission focus� and enthusiasm among the bishops for embrac-
ing it and living it out.

The Council of Bishops also adopted new resolutions on several issues, including 
capital punishment, Hunger Awareness Day and the sexual enslavement of Asian 
women by the Japanese military during World War II. On May 3, five bishops made 
a pastoral visit to President George W. Bush in a meeting that they said opened the 
door for future conversations and work with the White House. On May 5, a small 
delegation of bishops met with U.S. lawmakers and other government officials on 
such concerns as AIDS and support for struggling African countries during a visit to 
Capitol Hill. 

The bishops are the top clergy leaders of the 10 million-member church, which 
has congregations throughout the United States, Africa, Europe and the Philippines. 
The church has 68 active bishops and more than 90 who are retired worldwide.

Missouri Conference ordered to pay $6 million to musician
COLUMBIA, Mo. (UMNS)�The United Methodist Missouri Annual 

(regional) Conference has been ordered to pay $6 million in damages to a former 
local church music director. A civil court jury found in favor of Teresa and Sid 
Norris of Springfield, Mo., awarding them $2 million in compensatory damages 
on April 29 and $4 million in punitive damages on May 4. The couple sued the 
Missouri Conference for intentional failure to supervise and act on complaints 
against a pastor more than six years ago. Mrs. Norris � music director of Camp-
bell United Methodist Church from Sept 1, 1997, to April 26, 1998 � and her 
husband filed the lawsuit in 2002, contending the conference did not appropriately 
respond to informal complaints that were filed against the Rev. David Finestead,

and that this alleged failure to respond put Norris in danger. Norris alleged that 
Finestead, then pastor of the church, raped her on March 25, 1998, in her office 
at the church. Conference leaders met May 6 to discuss financial and legal 
options for future operations.

Logo design sought for 2008 General Conference 
EVANSTON, Ill. (UMNS)�Entries are being sought for a logo design for 

the 2008 General Conference depicting the theme �A Future with Hope,� from 
Jeremiah. The Commission on General Conference is sponsoring the contest 
and will award $500 for the winning design. Deadline for entries is June 15. The 
logo design must relate to the United Methodist Church, General Conference and 
the location of the 2008 conference, which is in Fort Worth, Texas. The winning 
logo becomes the sole property of the General Conference of the United Method-
ist Church. Entries should be sent to Business Manager of General Conference, 
1200 Davis St., Evanston, IL 60201, or by e-mail to gbowen@gcfa.org.

New King James version of  Bible tops best-seller list
WASHINGTON (RNS)�For the first time since its original imprint in 1982, 

the New King James Version of the Bible is in the top spot of a publishing best-
seller list thanks to an evangelical initiative called the Million Bible Challenge. 
The challenge paired Thomas Nelson Inc., one of the country s̓ largest Bible 
publishers, with CBA�the former Christian Booksellers Association�to exclu-
sively sell the New King James Version for $1 per copy at all CBA stores. The 
campaign s̓ goal was to get the NKJV to more than 1 million people by the end of 
2005. Two weeks after its March launch, Nelson sold more than 500,000 units. 

Metro Atlanta church assists families of murder victims
ATLANTA (UMNS) � The tragic deaths of four public servants has 

inspired a United Methodist congregation to reach out in compassion to the 
loved ones left behind. On March 11, accused rapist Brian Nichols allegedly 
murdered three Fulton County employees and one U.S. customs agent. Nich-
ols, who was scheduled to go to court that day, also kidnapped a woman who 
was later released unharmed.

Mount Pisgah United Methodist Church in Alpharetta has paid off the mort-
gage of slain deputy Hoyt Teasley and started a college scholarship fund for 
his two children. The church had scheduled a special offering for the Sunday 
following the shootings to go toward homeless ministries with a goal of rais-
ing $100,000. But after the shootings and kidnapping, the Rev. Allen Hunt told 
the 7,000-member congregation that anything over $100,000 would go toward 
helping the families of the shooting victims. The church has now raised 
$230,000 � and donations are still coming in.  ■

nation & world news For complete text of these and other United Methodist 
News Service stories, go to www.umns.umc.org

C hurches are gearing up for Annual Conference 2005 by collecting food, health, and 
school supplies for two countries in Africa.

The annual �hands-on� mission project involves all 925 Holston congregations, 
which are collecting supplies assigned by district. For example, Tazewell District is assem-
bling 200 health kits (wash clothes, toothpaste, shampoo) for Ishe Anesu mission in 
Zimbabwe. Morristown is assembling 400 school supply kits (pencils, dictionaries, note-
books) for Methodist schools in Liberia.

Latvia also is benefiting from the annual spring mission project. On May 1, churches 
took up a conference-wide offering with a goal of $125,000 to build a camp, help unwed 
mothers, and develop spiritual leaders. 

At Annual Conference in June, members will also hear about a special appeal from the 
denomination s̓ Council of Bishops. To alleviate a financial crisis at the United Methodist 
seminary in Moscow, churches will be asked to take a special offering by Sept. 1, 2005. 
More details will be provided at Annual Conference, as well as in future editions.

To download a brochure with details about the annual missions project, go to www.
holston.org/missions. Congregations should drop off kits to designated locations within 
their districts on the following dates:

Bishops sharpen focus on 
making disciples of Christ

UMNS photo by Tim Tanton

WASHINGTON � Bishop Bruce Ough leads the discussion of the focus on making disciples 
at the Council of Bishops� spring meeting.

Photo courtesy of Mount Pisgah UMC

The Rev. Allen Hunt noted the heroism of slain Atlanta deputy Hoyt Teasley during his 
weekly radio show, �Pastor of Radio,� on WOKV-AM in Jacksonville, Fla.

Renfro Trust  
 Rural churches seeking to repair or to build new facilities may be eligible for up to $5,000 in grants 

from the Renfro Trust Fund. The application deadline is Sept. 1, 2005. Parsonages are excluded from 
this grant opportunity.

In 2004, 60 percent of Renfro applications from Holston churches were rejected because of 
inadequate preparation. Church leaders may receive aid in preparing applications by submitting 
completed or partially completed applications at the Annual Conference registration desk by 5 p.m., 
Monday, June 13, in Lake Junaluska, N.C. For more information, e-mail the Rev. Mat Merker at 
matmerker@aol.com. A Renfro application is available for download at www.holston.org/missions.

Holston winners
Three Holston ministries have received grants from general agencies of the United Methodist Church:

☛ The Rev. Mike Feely, representing �Operation Uplift,� received a $20,000 grant from the General 
Board of Church and Society Ethnic Local Church Concerns Funding Committee.
☛ Vicki Collins, representing the Native American Ministries Team�s �The Gathering� in September 
2005, received a $3,600 grant from the General Board of Church and Society Ethnic Local Church 
Concerns Funding Committee.
☛ The Holston Conference Peace with Justice Committee received a $2,000 grant from the General 
Board of Church and Society to help educate and organize people concerned about nuclear weapons 
activities.  ■

grant news:

District drop-off points announced for 

hands-on missions project

Abingdon District
June 8: Pleasant View UMC

Big Stone Gap District
June 6: District office

Chattanooga District
June 9: Brainerd UMC fellowship hall

Cleveland District
June 7-9: First Cleveland UMC

Johnson City District
June 9: District office

Kingsport District
June 8-9: First Broad Street UMC
(9 a.m. to 4 p.m. only)

Knoxville District
June 9: Second UMC

Maryville District
June 8-9: Fairview UMC

Morristown District
June 8: District office

Oak Ridge District
June 6-8: Kern Memorial UMC
(10 a.m. to 4 p.m. only)

Tazewell District
Mt. Zion UMC (Hwy. 460)
June 8: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
June 9:  4 to 7 p.m.

Wytheville District
June 8: Mt. Pleasant UMC, First Dublin 
UMC, First Hillsville UMC

For more information, contact your
district office. ■

C-mail:

I t s̓ embarrassing that some pastors burn daylight to define the 
�pecking order� of other clergy, rather than concentrating on 
the ministry where God has placed them. The laity should be 

suspicious of such a worldly, bureaucratic clergy system. [�Kitchen 
Cabinet adds element of fun to a stressful season,� May 6 edition]

Maybe, it s̓ time to pray, rediscover our Wesleyan roots, and 
put all full-time clergy on the same salary. Then perhaps, drifting 
clergy could refocus on reaching people for Christ instead of reach-
ing for the next promotion.

Maybe, all Holston clergy could reclaim celebrating as 
Wesleyan pastors, �called and sent� as missionaries, charged with 
encouraging and equipping all the �priestly people.�

Maybe, instead of mocking the precious witness of the itineracy, 
we could joyfully educate others who are in Christ.

No ... forget it! It wouldnʼt be as newsworthy as a front-page 
article about just another group of position-craved Pharisees grop-
ing for hollow authority on just another junk Web site.

Rev. Stephen Burkhart
Vermont UMC,  Kingsport District

I  have mixed emotions about the article, �You Called?� in the 
April 22 edition. I am a church secretary, but not in Holston 
Conference.

I do understand that Easter doesnʼt come the same time every 
year, like Christmas Eve and Christmas. But should a person wait 
until Saturday afternoon to find out the time of the services? This is 
after a secretary has typed and printed thousands of bulletins (and I 
do repeat, thousands) for the Easter season, to be sure all who attend 
have a bulletin. 

Web sites were also not mentioned as a way of finding out service 
times. I update the Web site every week.

However, I did learn something from this article. I will always 
return all the calls on my answering machine on Tuesday when I 
return to work after the holiday � and tell callers about our regular 
worship times.

Janet Tabor
Blacksburg UMC, Virginia Conference

T he United Methodist Church has reached a crossroads in our 
theological teaching. Certain bishops and UMC ministers still 
advocate for same-sex marriages and the ordination of homo-

sexuals. They use the weak excuse that we should have �continued 
dialogue� on this issue.

It appears the United Methodist power structure has become more 
concerned about this issue as a matter of politics instead of theology. 
The majority of the UMC is against the ordination of homosexuals 
and lesbians.    

I am not opposed to everyone coming to the table and worshiping 
God. It is in that experience that we come to know the grace of God 
� grace that is open to each of us no matter what our orientation is.  
As Christians and United Methodists we must decide if we will con-
tinue to follow the path of our culture or the path God has for us.

Carl Miller
St. Andrews UMC, Chattanooga District*

* St. Andrews UMC closed in 2004. Miller is still seeking a church home.
Letters to the editor printed in the newspaper are limited to 150 words. 

Complete text of letters are available online at  thecall.holston.org. Click on 
�C-Mail.�  

To send letters to the editor, write: C-Mail, The Call, P.O. Box 32939, Knox-
ville, TN 37930-2939, e-mail thecall@holston.org, or fax (865) 690-3162. ■

6  The Call • M a y  2 0 ,  2 0 0 5  


