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Direct Billing:
On the agenda for Annual Conference 2003 

By RON MATTHEWS
During Pre-Conference Briefing Sessions 

offered in each district this month, church leaders 
are receiving information about direct billing. What 
is it, and when will direct billing commence in the 
Holston Conference?

The Board of Pensions is working with a task 
force to study the concept of direct billing all pen-
sions and health plan costs to the local church and 
pastor. Direct billing removes all ministerial pen-
sion and health benefit expenses from the confer-

ence budget and reallocates them to the local church and individual participants. The 
local church would be billed for 100 percent of the Ministerial Pension Plan and the 
Comprehensive Protection Plan expense plus the 25 percent of health insurance cur-
rently paid by Holston Conference.

This shifts responsibility from the conference Fair Share Apportionment (FSA) 
budget to the local church. Congregations would realize increased expense for pas-
tor’s pension and insurance, which would be offset for most by decreases in their 
conference FSA. Most congregations would realize a net savings while a few will 
see an increase in total cost.  Direct billing enables every congregation to see its total 
personnel expense at the local level.

The Board of Pensions has two task forces in place researching the Pensions and 
Health Benefits package and the direct billing concept. Both expect to have recom-
mendations for the 2003 session of Holston Annual Conference. If approved, the cur-
rent assumption is that changes would be effective Jan. 1, 2004. ■

➤The Rev. Matthews is Holston Conference treasurer.
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This year’s theme may be “Reflecting the 
Light,” but don’t expect a light schedule at 
Holston’s annual gathering of clergy and 

lay leaders next month in North Carolina.
The sessions begin with devotions at 7:45 a.m.  

and conclude as late as 9:30 or 10 p.m. with ice 
cream socials or worship. About 1,600 church 
leaders are expected to attend the 2002 session 
of the Holston Annual Conference. Representing 
931 congregations in southwest Virginia, east Ten-
nessee and north Georgia, members will gather 
June 9-12 at scenic Lake Junaluska Assembly near 
Waynesville, N.C. 

Bishop Ray Chamberlain will preside over an 
agenda of business and worship including church 
groups from all over the conference as well as 
guest speakers and musicians. 

Highlights of the four-day meeting include a 
Service of Ordination with the Rev. Jerome King 
Del Pino, top staff executive of the United Meth-
odist Board of Higher Education and Ministry, 
serving as preacher on June 10. Bishop Richard 
Byrd Wilke, a retired United Methodist bishop 
from Kansas, will lead morning Bible studies on 
June 11 and 12. Holston’s own Rev. H. Eddie Fox, 
world director of evangelism for the World Meth-
odist Council, will lead a faith sharing workshop 
and camp meeting worship on June 11.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2002:

Church Leaders Will Experience

Full & Varied Program

Don’t miss this  
Veterans of the Annual 

Conference experience will 

notice the following changes

in this year’s schedule:

■ The Memorial Service 

honoring deceased clergy and 

lay members is scheduled for 

Monday morning at 8:30 a.m.

In years past, the service 

occurred on Sunday night.

■ The Service of Ordination 

will be held on Monday night at 

7 p.m. instead of Tuesday night.

■ The Missions Festival begins 

on Tuesday at 11 a.m. instead 

of on Tuesday afternoon. 

Following May 2 flooding in a Tazewell Dis-
trict town, Bishop Ray Chamberlain has requested 
$20,000 from the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) for flood relief assistance.

Tazewell and Buchanan were among several 
counties hit by heavy rains and high waters in 
Virginia, Kentucky, and West Virginia early this 
month, prompting President George W. Bush to 
declare them federal disaster areas on May 5. The 
town of Hurley, in northern Buchanan County, was 
particularly hard hit, with two reportedly dead and 
hundreds displaced.

Although the nearest United Methodist church 
to Hurley is First Grundy UMC, 10 miles away, 
Tazewell district leaders quickly mobilized to pro-
vide relief.

“Please help us get the word out,” Tazewell 

Superintendent Gene Lovell emailed Holston 
churches on May 8. “The town of Hurley, Va., was 
absolutely devastated … Roads and bridges were 

‘Church leaders will experience’ continued on page 8

Tazewell District hit by more flooding
Work teams requested 

▲ The Rev. Larry Trotter (show here at last year’s confer-
ence) will preach on the first night of Annual Conference. 
Concord UMC’s praise band will provide music.

▲ HURLEY, Va.—This mobile home was washed off its 
foundation, floating down the road before hitting a tree and 
breaking in two. Its owner escaped the home minutes before 
it washed away.

‘Tazewell District hit,’ continued CLICK HERE
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■ Eddie Fox

■ Wilke ■ Del Pino 

Annual Conference members will hear the results of a three-year campaign 
to raise $7.8 million for pastors’ pensions. They will be asked to approve a 
$15.58 million budget for 2003 reflecting a 3.2 percent increase from 2002. 

The conference seeks to raise $125,000 benefiting seven local mission 
agencies and send off two truckloads of supplies destined for Zimbabwe 
and Liberia. Following up on pre-conference sessions explaining changes in  
future camping ministry, members will be asked to approve a “Master Plan” 
affecting seven camp sites.   

Other highlights:
■ Worship: The Rev. Larry Trotter, associate pastor at Concord UMC, Oak 

Ridge District, will lead off Annual Conference worship with an upbeat candlelight 
service themed “Rekindling the Fire” on Sunday evening. Breaking tradition by 
holding the usually somber memorial service for deceased clergy and lay members 
on Monday morning rather than Sunday night, the Rev. Kimberly Goddard will 
preach at the “Memorial Service of Resurrection With Holy Communion” at 8:30 
a.m. Goddard is director of The Wesley Institute. Wrapping up the four-day gathering 
on Wednesday afternoon, Bishop Ray Chamberlain will preach at the 2 p.m. Sending 
Forth Service.

■ Music: A band from Concord UMC will play praise and blues songs for the 
Sunday evening service. At a service honoring retiring clergy, soprano Jill Burnett 
Dickerson of North Carolina will sing on Monday morning. From Maryville’s Fair-
view UMC, the Faithful Men choir will sing during Tuesday evening worship led by 
Eddie Fox. A favorite of Annual Conferences past, the Lake Junaluska Singers will 
sing for Wednesday’s Sending-Forth Service.

■ Honors: The Rev. Sandra Johnson of the Witness Ministry Team will present 
Harry Denman Evangelism Awards to one clergy and one lay member during Tues-
day night’s activities. The Rev. Jack Weikel, chair of Higher Education, will present 
the Francis Asbury Award on Monday morning. A tribute to the Rev. William Balch, 
retiring after 30 years as pastoral counselor, will be presented on Monday afternoon. 
The conference also will celebrate more than 385 Holston congregations achieving  
“Five Star” missions certification.

■ Prayer: Led by the Board of Laity, a prayer vigil will take place throughout 
Annual Conference, 24 hours a day. In addition to prayer organized by lay leaders in 
each of Holston’s 12 districts, a round-the-clock vigil will occur onsite at the chapel 
on Lake Junaluska grounds. For more information, contact Bob Lockaby, conference 
lay leader, at (423) 344-7361.

■ Workshops: Departing from last year’s 11-workshop selection, this year 
members will have a choice of afternoon chat rooms with the Council on Finance 
and Administration,  Pensions Board, or Camping Team on Monday and Tuesday. At 
press time, plans for two workshops were underway: a Tuesday afternoon evange-
lism seminar with Fox, and a Monday afternoon adult Christian education workshop 
presented by United Methodist Publishing House. ■

Transitions: 
The Annual Conference will honor 21 retiring clergy. In addition,

■ 2 persons will be elected as associate members
■ 1 will be commissioned as a probationary member in preparation for deacon 

in full connection
■ 6 will be commissioned as probationary members in preparation for full con-

nection as elders
■ 2 will be elected as probationary members and ordained as deacons
■ 1 will be elected as a probationary member
■ 2 will be elected as members in full connection as deacons
■ 17 will be elected as members in full connection as elders
■ 20 local pastors will be receiving licenses for the first time
■ Total participants in the Service of Ordination: 51. 

 

District Roundup...
will return in the next issue. Send submissions to: Editor, The Call,  P.O. 
Box 32939, Knoxville, TN  37930-2939, fax (865) 690-3162, or email 
thecall@holston.org. 

Church Leaders Will Experience
Continued from page 1

Where To Drop Off Hands-On Mission Kits
Each district has been assigned specific items to collect for a hands-on mission 

project benefiting teachers in Liberia and the Ishe Anesu project in Zimbabwe. 
Local churches should bring their kits to the following district drop-off points. Call 
your district office for more information.

■ Abingdon (male teacher kits): Pleasant View UMC, 18416 Lee Highway, 
Abingdon; by June 1

■ Big Stone Gap (male teacher kits): District Office, 101 Gilley Avenue E., Big 
Stone Gap; by June 3

■ Chattanooga (girls’ clothing): Brainerd UMC, 4315 Brainerd Road, Chat-
tanooga; June 6, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

■ Cleveland (boys’ clothing): Unity Center, 685 Benton Pike NE, Cleveland; 
June 3-4, 12-3 p.m.; June 5-6, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

■ Johnson City (female teacher kits): First Johnson City UMC, 900 Spring 
Street; June 3-6, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

■ Kingsport (female teacher kits): First Broad Street UMC, 101 E. Church 
Circle, Kingsport, by June 6

■ Knoxville (food buckets): Central UMC, 201 E. Third Avenue, Knoxville; June 
6, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

■ Maryville (food buckets): Fairview UMC, 2505 Old Niles Ferry Road, 
Maryville; by June 6

■ Morristown (medical kits): District Office, 436-B. W. First North Street, 
Morristown; by June 5

■ Oak Ridge (medical kits): Kern Memorial UMC, 451 E. Tennessee Avenue, 
Oak Ridge; June 3-4, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; June 5, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.  

■ Tazewell (male teacher kits): Ebenezer UMC, Route 460, Bluefield, Va., June 
5, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., June 6, 12 p.m.-7p.m.

■ Wytheville (male teacher kits): Mt. Pleasant UMC, 200 Mt. Pleasant Road, 
Wytheville; Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., by June 6

http://holstonconference.com/thecall/archives/05-24-02/02_May24_p7.pdf
Donna Hankins
‘Tazewell District hit,’ continued CLICK HERE


