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News throughout our nation and world  relating to United Methodists of the Holston Conference

    Nation &WWorldd

A United Methodist 
congregation that was 
once one of the fastest 
growing in the Bal-
timore-Washington 
Annual Conference is 
closing because its 
leaders have decided 
that paying more than 
the property’s value to 
bondholders would be 
poor stewardship.

For Gibbons-Resurrection United Methodist 
Church in Brandywine, Md., the decision marks the 
end of seven years of struggle and controversy.

After the congregation’s offer of $2.75 million to 
settle its debt was turned down by Colonial Trust 
Co., the church’s trustees decided to dissolve the 
congregation and surrender its buildings and land to 
the bondholders represented by Colonial.

“We offered the bondholders more than the real 
value of the building,” said the Rev. Rodney Smoth-
ers, the church’s pastor. “We are disappointed they 
turned down our offer, but we believe it would be 
poor stewardship to take on a debt that would drain 
our resources and thwart vital ministry 
for decades to come.

“We have asked the annual confer-
ence for help and received it again and again, but 
enough is enough,” he said. “We will not ask the 
conference to support a larger loan than this.”

Bishop Felton Edwin May, leader of the denom-
ination’s Washington Area, called the church’s will-
ingness to let go of its property and close its doors  
“Christ-like.”

May said he was saddened that the congregation 
was unable to reach an agreement with bondholders. 
“There is probably no church in the nation that has 
received more support from its denomination than 
Gibbons-Resurrection,” he said. “The conference has 
tried to help since 1995; however, I appreciate the 
congregation’s decision not to ask for help it consid-

ers to be beyond the bounds of good stewardship.”
The Baltimore-Washington Conference will 

respond to the congregation’s decision to dissolve 
by strengthening efforts to minister to the region, the 
bishop said.

“In spite of the death of this church, we will 
not abandon the people in the community,” he said. 
“I am convinced that God will do something new 
in this area, both for those former members of Gib-
bons-Resurrection interested in being part of some-
thing new and others in the surrounding communi-
ties.”

The Rev. Edwin DeLong, associate council 
director for congregational develop-
ment, said the Board of Congregational 
Life was already planning to begin a 

new church in the area. A location within 10 miles 
of Brandywine was identified in 1999 as the pos-
sible location of a new multiethnic church plant, he 
said. “There is a growing multicultural population 
in the region, and the time for us to begin a new 
congregation is right now.”

Smothers said Gibbons-Resurrection decided to 
close because it was unwilling to become involved 
in a bidding war with other potential buyers. “Our 
fair and reasonable efforts to resolve this issue have 
met resistance at every turn,” he said. “We are a 
community and not a commodity, and we have col-
lectively discerned that it is time for us to relinquish 
efforts to rescue this property.”

“This has been an unusual and 
perplexing situation from the very 
beginning,” said the Rev. Jim 
Knowles-Tuell, conference treasurer. 
“We have made every effort to find 
a solution to Gibbons’ financial dif-
ficulties, which date back to at least 
1995 when the church took on a mas-
sive building project and ran into one 
financial hurdle after another.”

The church’s saga of struggle 
included:

➤ A never-completed building 
project, begun in 1995, during 
which the first construction man-
ager was fired, a lawsuit followed 
and total construction ended up 
costing more than twice the build-
ing’s appraised value.

➤ Conference and denomina-
tional loans and grants of $1.2 mil-
lion between 1997 and 1999 to help 
the church, which was repeatedly 
unable to meet bond payments and 

pay contractors, avoid insolvency.
➤ The abrupt departure from the denomination 

in 1999 of the pastor who had initiated the project, 
along with the majority of the church’s members, 
leaving a remnant congregation of about 300 mem-
bers with a debt of $6 million.

 Decisions by the conference loan board, finance 
council and denominational agencies after 1999 to 
invest additional funds, including nearly half-a-mil-
lion dollars raised by a conferencewide appeal, in an 
effort to rescue the situation and save the congrega-
tion and its property.

“There is no question this has been a difficult 
moment in United Methodism’s history,” said Smoth-
ers, a nationally known expert in rescuing troubled 
churches, recruited in 2001 by May to help save 
Gibbons-Resurrection. “But we must not forget this: 
Neither the congregation, nor the conference, has 
anything to be ashamed about here,” Smothers said. 
“During the past two and a half years, beginning with 
the leadership of Bishop (Forrest C.) Stith (interim 
pastor from 2000 to 2001), this congregation has 
done dynamic ministry under extremely adverse cir-
cumstances. It has paid its apportionments, contrib-
uted to special offerings, served its community and 
members and even managed to grow.”

Gibbons United Methodist Church, later 
renamed Resurrection Prayer Worship Center of 
the United Methodist Church (which is still its 
legal incorporated name), became one of the fast-

Once-embattled Maryland congregation closes church
By the Rev. Dean Snyder
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Church Closing: Worshippers pray during a service at Gibbons-Resurrection 
United Methodist Church in Brandywine, Md. 
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➤McKendree   Terry D. Goodman 
➤Mt. Crest-Wesley Chapel John B. Smith 
➤Pikeville   Barry K. Sarver  
➤Pleasant Grove   Tammy C. Wright  
➤Randolph-Wells   Phynis A. Hall  
➤Sardis   James M. Webb  
➤Welch’s/Stephen’s Chapel Helen E. Shaw  
➤Wesley-Lous Chapel   Gary Wayne Lee  
➤Whitwell, First   Raymond G. McBride

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
➤New Church Start-   Brian T. Rainwater  
Lighthouse  (Missouri, West Conf.)
➤UTC Wesley Foundation G. Keith Moore
➤General Evangelist   Marvin V. Howard
➤Chattanooga District Pastoral  James L. Philpott 
Counselor    
➤Coordinator for Local Church Laura E. Trent
Ministries, Hinton Rural  Life Center    
 
MINISTRIES ENDORSED BY THE BOARD 
OF HIGHER EDUCATION & MINISTRIES 
➤Pastoral Counseling    John W. Oldham 
➤Chaplain, U.S. Army   David K. Beavers 
   
OTHER VALID MINISTRIES 
➤Dean, Institute for Spiritual C. Stephen Byrum 
Leadership   
➤McCallie School   W. Edward Snodgrass, III 
Campus Ministry    

DEACONESS
➤St. Elmo’s UMC, Alton Park Elizabeth “Lisa” Nichols
Empowerment Ministry

■ CLEVELAND DISTRICT
➤District Superintendent  Mary Virginia Taylor  
➤Allen Memorial    Jeffrey Wayne Wright 
➤Apison   Jason Gattis  
➤Asbury   Kenneth L. Scoggins 
➤Athens Parish   Bruce E. Vincent  
➤Athens, Trinity   Donald D. Morris 
➤Athens, Trinity   Carolyn E. Whitaker  
Program Director
➤Benton   Karon Compton  
➤Big Spring   H. Ronald Abbott 
➤Broad Street   Frederick A.  Ferguson 
➤Broad Street, Associate Debra Jean McCard Stokes  
➤Burketts Chapel/ St. Elmo Aaron Johnson  
➤Calhoun- Spring Creek  Robert E. Burlingham 
➤Carlock-Pleasant Grove Joseph T. Crockett  
➤Charleston-Valley Head Carmel Early-Skeen  
➤Chestuee-Sugar Creek   Douglas A. Armstong  
➤Chilcutt-Moores Chapel Renny W. Whittenbarger  
➤Cleveland, First   James Russell Taylor 
➤Cleveland, First Assoc.  Timothy B. Paul  
➤Cleveland, First, Min. C.E. Patricia Hogan  
➤Cleveland, Wesley   Robert L. Haskins 
➤Memorial Cleveland, Wesley J. Todd Kingrea  
➤Memorial, Assoc.
Cooke Memorial   William McDonald  
➤Copperhill, First   Barbara Clark 
➤Daisy   Meg Taylor Poister 
➤Dayton, First   J. Douglas Brown 
➤Decatur-Concord   Archer Coppedge 
➤Ducktown-Crofts Chapel A. Stewart Havey, IV 
➤Englewood-Mars Hill   Linda Bird Wright 
➤Etowah, St. Paul   Gary E. Baker 
➤Wesleyanna 
Etowah Wesley Memorial  Ronald O. Allen  
➤Evensville-New Bethel    Cinda Baxter  
➤Goodfield Circuit   Matthew R. Trussell  
➤Graysville   Glenn Moseley  
➤Jones Chapel   Gerald William Redman, II  
➤Keith Memorial   R. Michael Hubble 

➤Keith Memorial, Associate David Graybeal  
➤McDonald-Pleasant Grove Terry Benetto  
➤Mt. Olive   Annette Warren  
➤Mt. Tabor   Wendell Billingsley  
➤Mt. View-New Providence John W. Neese 
➤Mt. View-New Providence, Assoc. James H. Purser   
Niota-Cedar Springs   Benjamin L. Roberson 
➤Ooltewah   David W. Graves 
➤Pleasant Hill   Thomas R. Blackshear  
➤Red Hill   Carolyn Braddy  
➤Riceville-Piney Grove   Bert Ellis Beria  
➤Sale Creek   William Poister  
➤Soddy   George R. Dunbar 
➤South Cleveland   Thomas Compton  
➤Black Fox/Spivey   William B. Ewing  
➤Spring City-Reeds   Ronald W. Goodman, Jr. 
➤Chapel St. Clair   William Boyd  
➤Tasso   Charles David Ensminger 
➤Ten Mile-Oak Grove   Hugh Bryan  
➤Trinity Parish   George Martin  
➤Trinity-Vine Grove   R. Lynn Thompson  
➤West Side Parish   Stephen K. Yeaney 

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Deacon in full connection serving beyond the local church
➤Prof. of Sociology, TWC James W. Thompson  
   
MINISTRIES ENDORSED BY THE BOARD
OF HIGHER EDUCATION & MINISTRY
➤Chaplain, U.S. Army   B. David Hodge 

OTHER VALID MINISTRIES 
➤Vice President for Advancement John W. Gilbert, Jr. 
for the Fund for Theological Education

■ JOHNSON CITY DISTRICT
➤District Superintendent   E. Mahan Archer 
➤Afton-Stone Dam   Todd R. Adams  
➤Albright-Greenwood   Joseph T. Miller  
➤Asbury-Mt. Wesley   Mark E. Mangum  
➤Austin Springs   Phyllis L. Hankins 
➤Bethesda-Eden   Clyde W. Hester  
➤Bluff City   Karen M. Albers 
➤Boones Creek   Danny C. Hensley 
➤Centenary, Erwin   Lloyd J. Jones   
➤Cherokee   David S. Woody 
➤Chuckey   P. Randall Emmert  
➤Clear Springs/   Susan E. Lankford  
Pleasant Grove 
➤East Pine Grove Park   Hagan R. McClellan, Sr.  
➤East Pine Grove, Assoc. T. Randall Hensley  
(New Church Start)
➤Ebenezer Circuit   Jeffrey L. Bryant  
➤Edgefield   Estel F. Williams, II  
➤Elizabeth Chapel   Walter C. Simmerman 
➤Elizabethton, First   Buford W. Hankins 
➤Embreeville   Terry L. Cloyd  
➤Enterprise-St. Paul   Daniel C. Theiben 
➤Fairhaven   Ricky H. Clowers 
➤Fairview   Calvin W. Maas  
➤Grace   Billy L. Byrd  
➤Gray   Ralph M. Kidd, Jr. 
➤Greystone Circuit   Roy E. Fowler  
➤Hunter-Slagles   Joseph W. Manis 
➤Jearoldstown   Richard D. Bowers  
➤Union Temple 
➤Johnson City, First   William R. Wells 
➤Johnson City, First Associate Betty M. Furches  
➤Jonesborough   Kenneth W.  LaDuke 
➤Jonesborough, Assoc.   Christopher T. Ford  
(New Church Start)
➤Rheatown/ Liberty Hill  David M. Rader  
➤Limestone Cove   TBS 
➤Limestone-McCarty   Billy W. Rines  
➤Marvin’s Chapel   Allen D. Shupe 
➤Milburnton   Paul B. Elmore  

➤Mt. Carmel-Seviers    Bill R. Lichlyter  
➤Munsey Memorial   Kenneth H. Henderlight 
➤Munsey Memorial, Assoc. David H. Lovelace 
➤Munsey Memorial,   Lynn S. Hurst  
Assoc. Min. Music
➤Munsey Memorial,   Douglas Grove-DeJarnett  
Minister Music
➤Munsey Memorial   Gerald K. Hurst  
Director of Rec.
➤Munsey Memorial, Director Patricia Gannaway  
of Program Ministries
➤New Victory   Kenneth M. Newman  
➤Otterbein   Joseph DowlingSoka 
➤Piney Flats   Laura R. Rasor 
➤Roan Mountain   Stephen C. Morrison  
➤Rockhold   Eugene S. Deaton  
➤Sulphur Springs   Jonathan B. Jonas 
➤Telford   Kenneth E. Lytton  
➤Taylor Memorial   August G. Lageman  
➤Unicoi   James E. Goddard, Jr. 
➤Valley Forge   Paul G. Humphrey 
➤Valley View   Bill W. Peters  
➤Vincent   John T. Hitechew  
➤Watauga Point-St. Paul Dennis E. Milligan 
➤Wesley Memorial   Carol E. Wilson 
➤Wesley Memorial Associate David R. Jackson 
➤West Market St.   Steve A. Wagner

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
➤Director, Buffalo Mountain Christina DowlingSoka 1
Camp & Retreat Center 
➤Camping & Leisure Ministries Randall C. Pasqua 
➤Director ETSU Wesley Jerry L. Everley 
Foundation/Munsey Memorial Assoc.
➤Missionary to the United  David C. Warden 
States, Red Bird Conference 
➤Conference
➤Church Stewardship   George E. Odle 
Consultant    
➤Director, Wesley Institute Kimberly M. Goddard 
➤Director of Finance Services/ Ronald H. Matthews 
Stewardship Resources

MINISTRIES ENDORSED BY THE BOARD 
OF HIGHER EDUCATION & MINISTRY 
➤Chaplain, Navy   Hagen Robert McClellan, Jr. 
   

■ KINGSPORT DISTRICT
➤District Superintendent    Grady C. Winegar  
➤Adams Chapel   Steven Gott  
Hulls Chapel 
➤Amis Chapel   Michael W. Cutshaw  
➤Elm Springs Arcadia-Salem Jason McIntosh  
➤Bethel   Alan L. Gorrell  
➤Blountville   John Anderson 
➤Campground Parish    Calvin S. Tabor, Sr  
➤Cassidy   Larry DeVault 
➤Chalybeate Springs   Barry Lane  
➤Okolona Church Hill, First Ronald Ramsey 
➤Clouds Bend   Fred Minnick  
➤Colonial Heights   Robert L. Smith 
➤Colonial Heights, Associate Katherine C. Hale  
➤Community   Charles Kilbourne  
➤Cross-Holly Springs   Harry W. Fleenor  
➤Crossroads   Mark A. Fleenor 
➤Depews Chapel   James Paul Lane  
➤Dodson Creek   Otes Carl Jones  
➤Ebbing & Flowing   Warren Wattenbarger  
➤Spring/Kincaid 
Edgewood/Meadowview  Floyd Ward
➤Emory   William D. Gillespie, Jr.
➤Fall Branch-Logans Chapel Donald M. Brummet
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