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�We have a strong staff in place and great ministry 
offerings. Everyone feels good and is anticipating a 
strong summer.�

�People want to come,� says Ken Howle, director of 
communications and marketing. �Weʼre on a par from 
this time last year, and it s̓ been a very positive thing.�

The center has some 150,000 guests a year, he says. 
Those are people who use the facility in some way, 
including overnight visitors as well as people who use 
the golf course, attend concerts, walk around the lake 
or attend other events and programs at the assembly.

Surprised by reaction
Carr says he was surprised 

by the level of anger that was 
expressed toward the staff of 
Lake Junaluska Assembly and 
the jurisdiction office at the 
height of the �Hearts on Fire� 
debate.

�We felt we were offering 
Christian hospitality to a group, 
and although we knew there 
would be some people who 
would not like it, I didnʼt think 

weʼd be so targeted. The saddest part is that people 
didnʼt have more faith in Lake Junaluska. Since 1913, 
this has been a place to serve people and offer hos-
pitality. One event, which was not even ours, is not 
going to change that.�

While there was a negative campaign against the 
facility, Lake Junaluska also received a tremendous 
amount of support from around the jurisdiction and 
across the general church, Carr says. And he says 
he was proud of the way the staff handled the con-
troversy. �They know that what weʼre about is most 
important, no matter what is said about us.�

He sees the facility s̓ mission as being about 
education, leadership development and enabling 
people to become better disciples. �Junaluska is 
a faith-based assembly in the United Methodist 
tradition that welcomes all of God s̓ children to 
come and grow in their faith in Jesus Christ. Weʼre 
working to provide the best resources available to 
strengthen discipleship.�

‘A spiritual place’
Carr has been at Lake Junaluska for six years. 

He visited the center throughout his ministry 
career for continuing education events, never 
imagining he would be the director.

�There are few places like Lake Junaluska,� he 
says. �With the mountains and the serenity of the 
water, it s̓ one of those special places created that 
provides space for reflection, study, exercise. � 
It s̓ OK just to be here.�

�Lake Junaluska is a spiritual place and a com-
munity of faith,� adds Howle. �It s̓ a friendly 
environment that creates a very positive feeling 
that can even be life-changing. But it has an even 
bigger impact as a ministry. More than 150,000 
people a year interact with the programs we offer, 
and then they have a great impact on more people 
when they go home.�

The assembly s̓ promotional materials tout 
something called the �Junaluska Experience.�

�Everyone has their own kind of experience,� 
Carr says, �and it takes a lot of energy to make that 
happen. The beautiful flowers are not just there. 
But it is all God s̓ creation, and people long before 
us have enjoyed the beauty of these mountains.�

�It s̓ something intangible and unique to each 
person,� says Bob Ray, director of the Conference 
Center. �But a lot of people mention it in their 
feedback. People feel the peace and tranquility of 
the lake and the grounds.�

The Southeastern Jurisdiction has made about 
$750,000 in improvements to Lake Junaluska 
during the past two years.

The assembly includes 434 rooms, three res-
taurants and 90,000 square feet of meeting space. 
A campground across the road has 56 camp sites, 
and the Lakeview Motel beside the campground 
has been purchased and renovated.

 The facilities have been spruced up for the 
summer season. A renovation project of the rooms 
in the Terrace Hotel is complete. There s̓ a new 
miniature golf course near the pool, a new lodge 
at the campground and other small changes. The 
Foundation for Evangelism has moved into a new 
building (see related story).

Just up the road from the Foundation build-
ing, major construction is expected to get under 
way this summer on the Bethea Welcome Center, 
which will become the entrance to the grounds. 
The groundbreaking ceremony is set for July 2.

Reconciling racist past
The new welcome center is named for Joseph 

and Shirley Bethea. A South Carolina native, 
Bethea served churches in North Carolina for more 
than 30 years before he was elected as bishop in 
1988 and assigned to his home state.

Lake Junaluska 
bounces back 
from last year’s 
controversy
By Neill Caldwell

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. (UMNS) — It s̓ a new summer 
and a fresh start for the picturesque United Meth-
odist retreat center here, which has continued to 
concentrate on its mission and ministry through the 
aftermath of a controversy last fall.

The Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat 
Center, home to the denomination s̓ Southeastern 
Jurisdiction and long known as a favorite meeting 
place of the people called Methodist, came under 
attack last fall when its board approved a request 
from an unofficial church caucus to meet here. The 
Reconciling Ministries Network asked to rent meet-
ing space and rooms over Labor Day weekend for its 
�Hearts on Fire� convocation, touching off a storm 
of protest. The group advocates for full inclusion of 
gays and lesbians in the life of the church, which is 
contrary to the church s̓ Book of Discipline.

While some groups have decided not to return to 
Lake Junaluska, new groups have taken their place, 
and bookings for 2006 are at the same point as a year 
ago, officials say.

�Lake Junaluska Assembly is in a good place,� 
says the Rev. Jimmy L. Carr, executive director of 
the Southeastern Jurisdiction Connectional Table. 
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The 2006 Holston Annual Conference is one of many groups returning to Lake Junaluska, despite the controversial �Hearts on 
Fire� gathering there on Labor Day weekend 2005.
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at lunch     By Lesli Bales-Sherrod

W
hen the Rev. Jim Noseworthy started 
the Francis Asbury Award for the Gen-
eral Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry, he never expected to receive 
the honor.

So when his name was called June 13 at Annual Confer-
ence, Noseworthy was shocked.

�I was sitting on stage listening and wondering who was 
going to get it,� Noseworthy said over a lunch of lasagna 
June 20. �I actually teared up. It is gratifying to be affirmed 
for what you are doing, and I am humbly thankful for it.�

The award is given annually to a person who fosters 
ministry through Holston Conference-related higher educa-
tion. And if anyone has a passion for church-related higher 
education, it is Noseworthy.

In fact, it was asking himself, �Where is my passion?� 
that led Noseworthy to Hiwassee College in Madisonville, 
Tenn., where he has served as president for three years.

�My experience at a United Methodist-related college 
was very important to 
me,� explained Nose-
worthy, 58. �I truly 
noticed a change in my 
life precipitated by the 
kind of school it was.�  

Stints as minister-in-
residence at Methodist 
College in Fayetteville, 
N.C., and chaplain and 
director of church rela-
tions at Simpson Col-
lege in Indianola, Iowa, 
led Noseworthy to the 

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry in Nash-
ville. During his 12 years there (his last title was Assistant 
General Secretary for Schools, Colleges, and Universi-
ties), he visited 123 college campuses in the United States. 
Hiwassee was one of them.

�I thought it had a cool mission,� Noseworthy said of his 
decision to seek the college s̓ presidency. �And it was like 
going back to the frontlines. I knew about its challenges and 
opportunities.�

Those challenges include Hiwassee s̓ accreditation dis-
putes with the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 
In December 2004, SACS tried to revoke Hiwassee s̓ accred-
itation, based on its perception that the college did not have 
adequate financial resources to sustain its mission.

Hiwassee disagreed, and its accreditation was restored 
through a temporary restraining order. The college now is 
pursuing legal action to reverse SACS  ̓decision.

In the meantime, Hiwassee remains accredited, Nose-
worthy stressed. �Despite SACS, there has been no institu-
tion that has said we no longer will take your credits.�

While the discovery phase of litigation has concluded, 
Noseworthy said he has no idea how long the court case 
will take to decide.

�I believe what we have discovered supports our litiga-
tion,� he said. �Part of my resolve is that Hiwassee has a 
distinctive mission. We never have been a rich college, and 
one of the reasons is we have invested heavily in our mis-
sion of providing scholarships for students who otherwise 
could not attend college. We donʼt do everything fancy, but 
we do it solidly.�

Hiwassee continues to move forward with increased enroll-
ment this fall; improved technology; expanded opportunities 
for teacher development; better support from the community, 
the church, and alumni; and at or above average scores on the 
Collegiate Assessment of Academic Proficiency, which all 
sophomores at Hiwassee are required to take.

Noseworthy also has plans to start new programs on 
campus and improve the college s̓ facilities.

 �I believe firmly that I was called here not to close a 
college, but to help a college move forward,� Noseworthy 
said. �Schools of conservative Christian perspective are 
growing, so obviously they are meeting a need. I believe an 
unashamedly United Methodist college with a unique sense 
of openness and discovery still can grow. Not everyone s̓ a 
conservative fundamentalist Christian.� ■

Lesli Bales-Sherrod is county government reporter for The (Maryville) Daily Times and 
attends the French Broad Circuit churches in Knoxville District. 

Jim Noseworthy:

Francis Asbury Award winner
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Hiwassee College President Jim Noseworthy enjoys a lunch of 
lasagna, salad, and breadsticks at The Patio Italian Restaurant in 
downtown Madisonville.

GREENEVILLE, Tenn. – Trinity UMC 
seeks a part-time music director to 
work with adults, children, youth, 
and bell choirs � directing some 
choirs while utilizing volunteer 
directors in others. Send resume 
by July 15 to: Trinity UMC, Atten-
tion SPR Committee, 524 Tuscu-
lum Boulevard, Greeneville, TN 
37745, or e-mail trinity@xtn.net.

BRISTOL, Va. – State Street UMC 
seeks a director of music. Send 
resumes to: State Street UMC, 
300 West Valley Drive, Bristol, VA 
24201, Attn: Music Search Com-
mittee. ■

 
“I believe firmly 
that I was called 
here not to close
 a college, but
to help a college 
move forward.” 
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T-shirt deadline: July 24
Youth groups are encouraged to 

enter the T-shirt design contest for 
Resurrection 2007. The upcoming 
theme is �Grace to Believe, Cour-
age to Live,� based on 2 Corinthi-
ans 12:9-10. The winning youth 
group will receive all proceeds 
from sales at the January event 
in Gatlinburg, Tenn. � after a 10 
percent tithe to the Youth Service 
Fund. Deadline is July 24. For 
more info, visit www.holstonyouth.
com or call (423) 928-2156.

Ballpark night: Aug. 6
The Tennessee Smokies will 

play the Birmingham Barons at 
�Holston Conference Night at the 
Ballpark� on Sunday, Aug. 6, at 5 
p.m. Holston members will receive 
discounted tickets for $11 each 
at field level if they purchase by 
July 19. To reserve seats, contact 
Gabe Bowman at (865) 286-2317  
or download a registration form at 
www.holstonyouth.com.

UMM gathering: Aug. 18-19
All men are invited to the 

Holston Conference United Meth-
odist Men�s �Spiritual Gathering� 
Aug. 18-19 at Comfort Inn in Oak 
Ridge, Tenn. Download a brochure 
at http://holstonconference.com/
newsflash/downloads/
ummgathering2006.pdf, or contact 
Jim Ball at (276) 686-5284 or Bill 
Smith (865) 354-4218. ■


