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bishop’s
speaking 
schedule:
July 2: Groundbreaking for 
Joseph and Shirley Bethea Wel-
come Center, Lake Junaluska, 
N.C., 4 p.m.
July 9: New Mount Olive UMC, 
11 a.m.; First Dublin UMC, 2 
p.m.; Carter Street UMC, 5 p.m. 
(all in Wytheville District) ■
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What’s your size?
The Call uses the following symbols to 
identify articles about small, medium 
or large churches:

S Churches with average 85 or fewer in 
principle weekly worship service(s)

M Average 86 to 225 in worship service(s)
L  Average 226 or more in worship 

service(s)

Got something to say?
Send letters and e-mails to:
C-Mail, The Call 
P.O. Bo x 32939
Knoxville, TN  37930-2939/ fax (865) 690-
3162/ thecall@holston.org.

Want to subscribe?
For a 12-month subscription (26 issues), write 
a $15 check made to “Holston Conference” 
and send to: 
The Call
P.O. Bo x 32939 
Knoxville, TN 37930-2939
For credit card orders, call local 
(865) 690-4080, toll-free (866) 690-4080, 
or visit www.holston.org/thecall. ■
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By Bishop James Edward Swanson Sr.wings
Did it make 

any diff erence?

eventuality:

For more information on these events, visit
http://upcoming.holston.org. For corrections or 
additions, e-mail thecall@holston.org or call 
Annette Spence toll-free at (866) 690-4080.

reading list:
We asked these participants at Annual 

Conference, �What book is lying on your 
nightstand?�

Phyllis  
Bostick
First Maryville UMC
Maryville District
Miss Julia Stands
Her Ground, 
by Ann B. Ross 

Rev. Jan
Buxton-
Wade
Church Street UMC
Knoxville District
The Tibetan Book of 
Living and Dying, 
by Sogyal Rinpoche

Linda  
Comer
Bookwalter UMC
Knoxville District
Battlefield of
the Mind,
by Joyce Meyer

Rev. Janet  
Geitner
McDonald UMC
Cleveland District
The Essential Wesley, 
in Today�s English

Rev. Bill  
Shelton
First Alcoa UMC
Maryville District
In the Name
of Jesus: 
Reflections on 
Christian Leadership, 
by Henri J. Nouwen

Rev. David  
St. Clair
Chilhowie-Seven 
Mile Ford UMC
Abingdon District
Dietrich Bonhoeffer: 
Reality and Resistance, 
by Larry L. Rasmussen

Hina  
Trinpathi
Ft. Oglethorpe UMC
Chattanooga District
Knowing God Intimately,
by Joyce Meyer

T he answer to that question is 
the true test of any meeting or 
endeavor. I have thought long and 

hard about that question since the final 
gavel was struck at the 2006 Holston 
Annual Conference in Lake Junaluska. 
I watched on opening night as we heard 
from and affirmed women clergy from 
the past, the present � and from those 
who will continue to lead our communi-
ties, pulpits, and homes here and around 
the world for years to come. 

During one of the breaks (I believe 
it was Monday afternoon), a young 
adult woman approached me on the 
stage of Stuart Auditorium. She said, 
�Bishop, I am a visitor to this confer-
ence from West Palm Beach, Fla.  I am 
here accompanying my grandfather, a 
lay member from one of your churches 
in Athens, Tenn. I really wasnʼt excited 
about coming to an annual conference 
meeting, but now I am so glad I came. 
Last night as I watched all the women 
clergy of this conference give leader-
ship, I was so inspired.

�You see, I have been toying around 
with a call to ministry. The gathering 
and worship last night were so moving 
that I realized, I need to give serious 
consideration to my call.�

Well, did it make a difference? I 
would like to think that for that young 
woman, it did.

I watched Bishop Scott Jones of 
Kansas honestly and with biblical 
integrity help us wrestle � not just 
with scripture related to women in 
ordained ministry � but also with 
respecting the Bible and giving seri-
ous time to interpretation. I am not 
naïve enough to believe that Bishop 
Jones resolved these issues for every-
one, but I am convinced, as I listened 
to conversations around the edge, that 
he helped those who wanted a better 
understanding of the United Methodist 
position on women in ministry.

I was in awe of the number of per-
sons ordained as elders and deacons. 
I saw on each of their faces a tremen-
dous desire to make a difference for 
Jesus. I had the privilege of meeting 
with them back in May, as they shared 
their calls and talked about their pas-
sions for ministry. They leave me with 
a great sense of hope for the next few 
years. The Board of Lay Ministry was 
also excited about the new crop of 
local pastors and wanted to pray with 
them and give spiritual support and 
affirmation to their calls. I see new 
possibilities for lay and clergy partner-
ship in our mutual ministry.

The Discipleship Team report made 
us proud and helped us to see that we 
are making a difference in Holston, 
Zimbabwe, Alaska, Estonia, and 
Sudan; through our camps, Resurrec-
tion, and Divine Rhythm; and with our 
children, people in prisons, and those 
who never knew Christ until the Holy 
Spirit inspired us to speak.

The worship throughout confer-
ence was so uplifting, inspiring, and 
Holy Spirit-led that it was as if heaven 
descended upon us. The congrega-
tional singing was so moving that one 
choir was moved to tears as we lifted 
our voices together and sang praises to 
the God of our salvation. 

I witnessed children, youth, young 
adults, middle-age adults, older adults, 
African Americans, Euro-Americans, 
and Hispanic Americans worship-
ping God in and through Jesus in such 
a way that I saw a glimpse of what 
heaven shall be like.

I believe Annual Conference made a 
difference, and I believe that whenever 
the people of God gather with their 
minds set on praising and responding 
in positive ways to the prompting of 
the Holy Spirit, it makes a difference. 

It made a difference for me. What 
about you? ■
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JULY
4: Conference and district offices closed 
10-14: Junior High Assembly and Senior 
High Assembly, Emory & Henry College, 
Emory, Va. 
27-29: Holston Conference United Meth-
odist Women�s School of Christian Mission
30: Holston Home Fifth Sunday offering

AUGUST
5-12:  Young Adult Mission Trip,
Charleston, S.C.
6:  Holston Conference Night at the
Ballpark, Kodak, Tenn.
18-19: United Methodist Men�s Annual 
Meeting, Comfort Inn, Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
26: Camp Lookout Golf Tournament, Bear 
Trace Golf Course near Chattanooga, 
Tenn.

SEPTEMBER
Open House Month
4: Conference and district offices closed for 
Labor Day
14: Ministers� Day Apart, Hiwassee College, 
Madisonville, Tenn.
16-17:  Holston Conference United 
Methodist Women�s Annual Meeting, Lake 
Junaluska, N.C.
21-22:  Holston Conference Secretaries� 
Association Retreat, Pigeon Forge, Tenn.
22-24:  F.U.E.L. Youth Worker Sabbath 
Retreat, Gatlinburg, Tenn.
23-24: The Gathering, Native American 
Ministries, Tellico Plains, Tenn.
29-1: S.O.A.R., a Young Adult Retreat, 
Camp Wesley Woods, Townsend, Tenn.

OCTOBER
1:  World Communion Sunday
6-8:  Youth Pilgrimage on the Appalachian 
Trail
7:  Wesley House Adult & Youth Golf Tour-
nament, Knoxville, Tenn.
8: Natural Church Development Orienta-
tion, Cokesbury Center, Knoxville, Tenn.
12: Ministers� Day Apart, Hiwassee College, 
Madisonville, Tenn.
15: Laity Sunday
17: Wesley & Worship seminar, Tennessee 
Wesleyan College, Athens, Tenn.
1718: African-American Clergy Retreat, 
Buffalo Mountain Camp, Jonesborough, Tenn.
29: Holston Home Fifth Sunday offering

NOVEMBER
5: Clergywomen�s Retreat, Buffalo 
Mountain Camp, Jonesborough, Tenn.
9: Ministers� Day Apart, Hiwassee College, 
Madisonville, Tenn.
12: Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday 
26:  United Methodist Student Day

JANUARY
12-14: Resurrection spiritual weekend for 
youth, Gatlinburg, Tenn.  
19-21: Resurrection spiritual weekend for 
youth, Gatlinburg, Tenn
19-21: Divine Rhythm spiritual weekend 
for young adults, Pigeon Forge, Tenn.

�This facility will be an important statement for 
Lake Junaluska hospitality,� Carr says. �It will be the 
first building people come in contact with and will 
be filled with servant leaders ready to take care of 
people s̓ needs.�

Carr says the importance of the name goes beyond an 
important bishop who has strong ties to the Carolinas.

�That the center is named for an African-American 
couple will hopefully be a statement of reconciliation 
of the early racist history of this facility,� he says. 
�Since the mid-1950s, the leadership here has worked 
diligently as a place that is seen and experienced as a 
place that serves all of God s̓ children.�

The first Lake Junaluska building named for an 
African American will be a symbol of the United 
Methodist Church s̓ diversity, as it will be decorated 
with art from African-American, Native American, 
Latino and Asian cultures. �It will mirror the commit-
ment to serve all those ministries that exist within the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction,� Carr says.

It will also eliminate some confu-
sion. �We have housing registration 
and event registration in different 
locations, but this will put everything 
under one roof,� says Ray. �Plus the 
Haywood County Chamber Visitor s̓ 
Center will be housed in the building, 
so we hope to have even more folks 
exposed to Lake Junaluska.�

Plans are on the drawing board to 
build a new clubhouse for the public 
golf course across the road, which is 
also part of the jurisdictional facilities. 

Plus, plans have been discussed for some time about 
expanding Stuart Auditorium, the centerpiece of the 
assembly grounds, and adding heating and air condi-
tioning to the facility so that it could comfortably be 
used year-round.

�We could host youth events during the winter,� 
Ray says. �That would give us a real boost.�

Plans are in place to make the entire grounds 
�technology friendly.� �Our goal is for you to be able 
to take your laptop down on the beautiful Rose Walk 
and use it,� Carr says.

Carr hopes future programs will be responsive to the 
church s̓ needs. �We want to be a little more focused 
on what we offer and provide more things that are cut-
ting edge. Weʼre constantly searching for new things 
that can be done to accomplish our mission.

�I hope people wonʼt let themselves get caught 
up in all the continuing hype, and experience Lake 
Junaluska as pro-Jesus Christ and pro-ministry of 
Christ.� ■

By Neill Caldwell
LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. (UMNS) –  The name 

�Junaluska� honors Chief Junaluska of the Cherokee 
Indians, who were native to western North Carolina.

Junaluska was chief when the Cherokee were 
removed to Oklahoma in 1838, and he was among 
those who made the long �Trail of Tears� walk to 
the west. He slipped away to return to those tribe 
members who remained hidden in the Great Smoky 
Mountains and remained chief until his death.

The tallest mountain visible from the cross at Lake 
Junaluska Assembly is named for him, as is the lake, 
which was created by damming Richland Creek.

According to a history written by Bill Lowry, Lake 
Junaluska Assembly celebrates its birth as June 
25, 1913, when the Second General Missionary 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, was convened in the new auditorium by the 
lake (which was not yet filled with water). The 4,000 
attendees stayed in nearby Waynesville, as the first 
hotel was not completed until 1914.

In 1913 there were just 13 homes at Lake 
Junaluska. Today there are more than 700. A larger 
hotel, the Junaluska Inn, was built in 1917 but burned 
the following year. The Methodist Episcopal Church, 

South, built a new hotel on the same site and named 
the Lambuth Inn for Bishop Walter Russell Lambuth. 

In 1923, the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
built a large classroom building, Shackford Hall, at 
the opposite end of the lake. Both of these buildings 
are on the National Register of Historic Places.

The assembly went into bankruptcy during the 
Great Depression, but in 1936 the bishops of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, organized a 
�Save Junaluska� campaign, which raised $100,000 
and brought the organization out of debt. The assem-
bly became property of the newly formed Methodist 
Church in 1940, and in 1948, the church transferred 
ownership to the Southeastern Jurisdiction. In addi-
tion to being a conference center, Lake Junaluska 
remains home to offices and agencies of the South-
eastern Jurisdiction.

The post-war years also witnessed a building 
boom. Stuart Auditorium was enclosed and a number 
of facilities were created. The World Methodist 
Council moved its offices from New York to Lake 
Junaluska in 1955. ■

Caldwell is a freelance writer based in High Point, N.C.

A brief history of Lake Junaluska

The Rev. Arturo Reyna (right) visits 
with the Rev. Kenneth Sawyer as 
members arrive at Lake Junaluska for 
the 2006 Holston Annual Conference.

Photo by Annette Spence, The Call

§opportunities:

The conference office is taking 
orders for the �2006 Handbook 

and Directory,� which contains con-
tact info for all clergy, staff members, 
and committee members, and for 
the �2007 Holston Conference Pro-
gram Calendar.�

The handbook costs $6 and must 
be ordered by July 19. Visit http://
holston.org/handbook or call Sheila 
Knowles toll-free at (866) 690-4080.

The calendar costs $7.50 if 
ordered before Sept. 22. Visit http://
holston.org/calendar or call Lori 
Sluder toll-free at (866) 690-4080.■


