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Districts collect more supplies for Africa than ever before

Lynn Gobble of Cleveland District (left)
loads supplies for Holstonʼs annual
“hands on” mission project for Africa
– the largest effort ever.
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Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat
Center bounces back after the “Hearts
on Fire” controversy of last fall.

The winner of the Francis Asbury Award lunches
on lasagna and talks about the future of
Hiwassee College.
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HOLSTON CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Annual Conference lifts up the bold past, debates passionately
over current issues, then heads joyfully into the future

Tazewell District Superintendent Don Nation arrives in
Kingsport with health kits and teacher kits for Liberia.

By Annette Spence

T
Volunteers at Mafair UMC pack up supplies from six
districts before dispatching them to Maryville, Tenn.

will be unloaded from the carriers, sorted, and
items bound for that country will arrive by
train. Each missionary collects the merchandise at the port or station and distributes the
kits as he or she sees fit.
“We rely on (them) totally and have total
confidence and trust in them,” Daugherty said.
“They are great stewards of what they do, and
we donʼt have to worry about it getting into the
wrong hands.” ■
Rheta Murry is a member of Cokesbury UMC in
Knoxville District.
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Volunteers at First Knoxville UMC pack up school
supply kits for Zimbabwe. The district more than tripled
its goal, collecting 1,501 kits.
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he Holston Annual
Conference theme
– “Courageous Past,
Bold Future”– was borrowed
from the General Board of
Higher Education and Ministry to help Holston recognize
the 50th anniversary of full
clergy rights for women.
Yet, during the June 11-14
gathering of 1,900 clergy and
lay members representing
912 churches in east Tennessee, southwest Virginia, and
north Georgia, it was evident
that “Courageous Past, Bold
Future” also proclaimed
something about Holston.
With Bishop James Swanson presiding, the conference
adopted a “bold, passionate,
and joyful” vision statement,
based on prayerful responses
gathered from members of
the 2005 conference. Following the vote was a time of
celebration and the singing of
“Be Thou Our Vision.”
“Thank you for singing
as if the Lord touched your
hearts,” Swanson said. “And
now the work really begins
with this vision statement.”
This summer, Swanson
will empower the Connectional Table to develop an
action plan for the conference
to live out the statement, conference leaders have said.
During Mondayʼs celebra-
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Bishop James Swanson calls to order the 2006 session of the Holston Annual Conference in Stuart Auditorium.
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Demonstrating a youth hospitality project (and the message
on their T-shirts), Abby Compton “greets” Joe LeSage. Both
are Conference Council on Youth Ministry members.

The Rev. Linda Wright and the Rev. Tony Collins tally
votes following a debate on a resolution “affirming laws
defending marriage.”

tion of Holston ministries,
an offering of $94,494 was
collected for an Alaskan mission led by Church and Community Worker Fran Lynch, a
daughter of Holston.
In the conferenceʼs largest
“hands-on” mission project
ever, 6,728 kits containing food, clothing, sewing,
school, and medical supplies
were blessed and dispatched
to missions in Liberia and
Zimbabwe. (See related story
on page 8.)
An additional $43,853
was collected for “Change
for Children,” benefiting
childrenʼs ministries in Africa
as well as within Holston
boundaries.
During a Sunday-night
service celebrating the 50th
anniverary of full clergy rights
for women, 152 of Holstonʼs
living clergywomen were
lifted up, as well as many
deceased. The conference
stood and applauded Bishop
Mary Virginia Taylor, resident
bishop of the South Carolina
Conference, who preached,
“Remember Me.” Elected
in 2004, Bishop Taylor is
a native of Holston and a
former Cleveland District
superintendent.
“Iʼm overwhelmed with
emotion,” Taylor said. “As I
look out and see your faces,
See Bold, Passionate, page 4
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By Rheta Murry
OLSTON MEMBERS SHOWED THEIR SERVANT
hearts when they collected 6,728 kits containing food,
clothing, school, sewing, and health supplies for the
Annual Conference “hands-on” mission project.
“Itʼs the most weʼve ever had,” said Bill Daugherty, missions coordinator. “It gets better every year. A lot of people
like to buy things themselves and know who is going to
receive it and how it benefits the children.”
Each of the 12 districts, representing 912 churches, collected a specific item for the project. For example, the
Abingdon and Wytheville districts collected teacher kits for
Liberia while the Chattanooga and Tazewell Districts brought
in health kits for Zimbabwe. Other districts added school
supply kits for both Liberia and Zimbabwe and childrenʼs
clothing and sewing kits for Zimbabwe.
Daugherty said the missionaries tell him what they need,
and he decides which district will bring in what items.
Though this project has served the same missionaries for the
last few years – Maria and Bill Humbane in Zimbabwe and
Mary and Herbert Zigbuo in Liberia – Daugherty said he tries
to rotate what each district brings.
This year, every district surpassed the goals set for them.
Knoxville District more than tripled its goal, collecting 1,501
school supply kits for Zimbabwe. Chattanooga District nearly
tripled its goal, with 860 health kits for Zimbabwe.
Congregations dropped off items at a central location in
Photo by Rheta Murry, The Call
each district. Later, the supplies were loaded onto vehicles and
transported to Fairview United Methodist Church in Maryville
Volunteers at Fairview UMC in Maryville District attempt
District. Daugherty and volunteers unloaded those trucks at
to stuff more supplies into a carrier bound for Africa.
Fairview, packing the supplies into
two carriers within six to seven
On Saturday morning,
hours. Normally, the offloading and
June 10, a few boxes of
reloading takes two days.
donated T-shirts and addi“We had a lot of folks at Fairview
tional kits arrived at Fairview
helping with the pick up, downloadUMC. Maria and Bill Huming, and reloading,” he said.
bane and Fairview UMC
The trucks couldnʼt have been
Pastor Jerry Russell helped
loaded as effectively without
load these items on to two
volunteers who drove them to
already overstuffed ocean
various sites, Daugherty said.
carriers.
Barbara Hall, Oak Ridge District
“We cannot express our
administrative assistant, delivered
gratitude,” Bill Humbane
a truckload to Maryville. Tazewell
Photo courtesy of Cleveland District said after stuffing the shirts
District Superintendent Don
in spaces in the back of the
Volunteers at First Cleveland UMC load up the district’s carrier. “We are just overNation borrowed a pickup truck
sewing kits for Zimbabwe.
and a 12-foot trailer, loaded his
whelmed.”
districtʼs provisions, and drove to
The loaded carriers
Wytheville District for more.
received blessings June 12 at Annual Conference
“It just kept coming in, and I had a whole trailer loaded
in Lake Junaluska, N.C., before heading to the
before I left Tazewell,” the Rev. Nation said. “We ended up
coast. Appearing on the Stuart Auditorium stage,
having 400-some odd kits. I drove the truck to Pleasant Hill
Maria Humbane found it difficult to contain her
(in Wytheville District), and they had 300 to 400 more kits”
gratitude as she burst into tears.
The extra kits posed an interesting, but good, problem.
“How can I thank you, Holston Conference?
Nation got another vehicle and a four-by-eight foot trailer,
The answer is, I canʼt thank you enough,” she
filled it up, stashed kits in the back of the pickup truck, and
said. “Jesus is watching you. Jesus said, whatdrove on to Kingsport. He called the Abingdon District office
ever you did for these little brothers and sisters
to say he could not pick up their items as planned because he
of mine, you also did for me.”
was overloaded. The Rev. Jim Goddard of Abingdon District
The supplies were shipped on June 15 from
stepped up to transport his districtʼs supplies to Kingsport.
Charleston, S.C., bound for Africa. Daugherty
“It made me feel good, quite proud (of Holston),” Nation
said the carriers will take a month to get to
said. He described the collection process as working like a
Liberia, and six weeks to Zimbabwe. Because
river, with everything flowing together into a larger source.
Zimbabwe is a land-locked country, the items
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