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  FIRST-TIME LOCAL PASTORS
(Not listed as pictured): Donald Bailey, Wendell Winston Bill-
ingsley Sr., Jason Brown, David Wayne Childress, Deborah 
Sue Walker Collins, David Gibbs, RuthAnne Henley, Walter 
Craig Henley, Robert Howard, Billy Earl Jacks, Alyson Jen-
kins, Alan Jones, Betty Sue Marshall, Joseph Moore, Mariel 
Myers, Charles Everett Owensby, Timothy Paul, Timothy Dan 
Peterson, Alta Chase Raper, Linda Rozar, John Peter Roe, 
Anne Sellers, Betty Kay Anderson Shirley, Billy Wayne Ste-
phens, Debra Jean McCard Stokes, Douglas Tweed, Bruce 
Earl Vincent Sr., Michael Andrew Waller, Michael Duane 
Ward, Darrell Scott Wilks, Tammy Wright, Ernest Yeatts Jr. 

▲ FULL CONNECTION AS ELDERS  Front row, right to left: Board of Ordained Ministry 
Chair Stella Roberts, Robert Carbary, Stewart Havey, William Duncan, Alice Virginia 

Howe, Caryl P. Griffin, Joe Mack Taylor, Sharon Wiley, Bishop Ray Chamberlain. 
 Back row: Raymond McBride, Kenneth Conner, Emmit Wilson, Charles Ensminger, 
Robert Layell, Catherine Anara Fox, Jane Taylor, Paul Humphrey, Robert Jackson.

▲ COMMISSIONED AS PROBATIONARY MEMBERS
Front row, left to right: Board of Ordained Ministry Chair Stella 
Roberts, Anthony Grills, Sarah Martin, Margaret Owens-Yates. 

Back row: Rebekah Cox Fetzer, Aldana Allen, Donald 
Hanshaw, C. Don Jones, Bishop Ray Chamberlain.

▲ PROBATIONARY MEMBERS AS DEACONS
Left to right: Board of Ordained Ministry 

Chair Stella Roberts, Chris Stanfield, 
Keith Moore, Bishop Ray Chamberlain.

▲ ASSOCIATE MEMBERS  Left to right: 
Board of Ordained Ministry Chair 

Stella Roberts, Lloyd Jones,
 Joseph Miller, Bishop Ray Chamberlain.

▲ DEACONS IN FULL CONNECTION  Left to right: 
Board of Ordained Ministry Chair Stella 

Roberts, Jeffrey Todd Kingrea,
 Amy Horak, Bishop Ray Chamberlain.

By ANNETTE BENDER

MADISONVILLE, Tenn. –The goal 
was to raise $423,000 by June 30, bal-
ancing the budget for the 2002 fiscal 
year and retaining the college’s accredi-
tation. 

Earlier this month Hiwassee officials 
announced that the goal had not only 
been met but exceeded. As of July 10, 
the school had raised $510,901 to bal-
ance its $5.01 million budget, accord-
ing to Vice President for Advancement 
Randy Nelson.

“People really came through for us,” 
he said. “It’s been unbelievable.”

Officials will not know if a sanction 
by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools will be lifted until the group 
meets in December. However, a financial 
audit will be completed in August, Nelson 
said, “and when they see that we’re oper-
ating in the black, most likely the warning 
will be lifted. I do not feel we’re in jeopardy 
of losing accreditation.”

Officials express appreciation to support-
ers who responded to the college’s financial 
emergency. Following the announcement of 
an unrealized multimillion dollar gift and 
the resignation of President Chuck Philip, 
Hiwassee officials sent out 12,000 letters 
in April, pleading for funds. (See “Roller 

Coaster Year,” page 7.)
“After what we’ve been through, 

it’s going to be good to have some-
thing that’s successful,” said Interim 
President James Murrell. “I had 
faith that we would be successful, 
but this goes beyond that.” 

The $500,000-plus fund-raising 
effort far exceeds Hiwassee’s usual 
$250,000 to $300,000 in unre-
stricted gifts received each year, 
officials said. Donations came in all 
sizes and were often accompanied 
with notes and letters about how 
Hiwassee had changed former stu-
dents’ lives.

Two weeks before the June 
30 deadline, donations from the 

George R. Johnson Charitable Trust and 
the William B. Stokely Jr. Foundation “put 
Hiwassee over the top of its goal,” accord-
ing to a Hiwassee press release. 

The late Johnson’s surviving relatives 
own Hardee’s franchises in Cleveland, Tenn. 

Hiwassee College officials are wiping sweat from their brows and singing the 
praises of supporters who helped the school meet a crucial financial deadline. 

▲ Interim President James Murrell (left) and Board Chair 
Al Bowles celebrate Hiwassee College’s survival of a finan-
cial crunch.  PHOTOS BY MICHAEL THOMASON, THE CALL

➤See Hiwassee College, continued on page 7

■ Corporate Abuse
As WorldCom executives 
dodge questions in the 
latest corporate scandal, 
United Methodists are still 
pondering lessons learned 
from the Enron debacle.
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■ Pastor Charged
A former youth pastor in 
Jackson, Tenn., is in jail on 
charges of sexually abusing 
three teen-age boys who 
attend the church where he 
worked.
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■ No Roundup
We’ve got photos from the 
“Service of Ordination, 
Commissioning and Licens-
ing” on June 10 at Holston 
Annual Conference. “Dis-
trict Roundup” will return 
in a future issue.
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■ Moving On
The Legacy of Commitment 
pensions campaign office in 
Knoxville closed July 12.
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■ New Staff
A children’s charity worker 
and former program min-
istries director has been 
selected to head Holston 
Conference kid ministries.
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