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Five U.M. jurisdictional conferences

elect 21 bishops

Reading ListReading List

 Exchange Exchange

People
By Annette Bender

Going to the Smokies game?

Say hey to R.J.!

nation &&  world We asked these participants in 
Senior High Assembly, �What book 
are you reading this summer?�

● Spence Bender, age 14
Cokesbury UMC
Knoxville District
The Color of Water: A Black Man s̓ 
Tribute to His White Mother, by James 
McBride

● Kendall Fitzgerald, age 16
First Galax UMC
Wytheville District
The Five People You Meet in Heaven, 
by Mitch Albom

● Suter Johnson, age 17
Mafair UMC
Kingsport District
Sixteen: Stories About That Sweet and 
Bitter Birthday, by Megan McCafferty

OOLTEWAH, Tenn. � Ooltewah 
UMC seeks a director of children s̓ 
ministry. Candidate should have proven 
competency in volunteer recruitment 
and development, administration, and 
leadership. A bachelor s̓ degree plus 
three years leadership experience in a 
children s̓ ministry is required. Submit 
resume to office@ooltewahumc.org. L

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. � St. Andrews 
UMC seeks donations of used hand 
bells for an emerging ministry in a 
nearby elementary school. The goal is to 
start hand bell classes for students. Ten 
sets of bells are needed. Call the Rev. 
Harry Rehagen at (865) 689-4033. S

CLINTON, Tenn. � Part-time 
organist/music director position avail-
able at Memorial UMC. Compensa-
tion is negotiable, based on training 
and experience.  Call (865) 457-2287 
Monday through Thursday during the 
hours of 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. to set up an 
interview.  M

WHITE PINE, Tenn. � First 
White Pine UMC seeks an organ-
ist for Sunday morning services 
and special occasions. Salary is 
negotiable. For information, call 
church office between 9 a.m. and 
1 p.m. at (865) 674-2869 or e-mail 
wpumc@hotmail.com.  M

I f youʼre going to see the Knoxville Smokies play on 
Aug. 1, be sure to wave at the umpire. R.J. Thomp-
son is the son of a clergy member and will be offi-

ciating when more than 500 church members gather for 
�Holston Night at the Ballpark� in Kodak, Tenn.

�Yeah, he s̓ been a church brat most all of his life,� says 
R.J. s̓ mom, the Rev. Cynthia Thompson, minister of edu-
cation and program at First Broad Street United Methodist 
Church in Kingsport District.

 R.J., age 25, grew up in Brainerd UMC 
and Wesley Memorial UMC. In June, 
he transferred his membership to First 
Broad Street. But he wonʼt be living 
in Kingsport until September, if at all. 
As an umpire in the Southern League, 
Thompson travels half the year between 
Huntsville, Ala.; Zebulon, N.C.; Chat-
tanooga, Tenn.; and other towns where 
his AA teams have ballparks. 

�During the season, I literally live 
from hotel to hotel from March to Sep-
tember,� he says.

 Off season, he attends school or this 
fall may apply to officiate baseball
 in Venezuela, Santa Domingo, 
or Puerto Rico.

  His goal is to become 
an umpire in the major 

leagues, says Thompson, who s̓ been calling games profes-
sionally for five years. �But it works for us just like it does 
for the ballplayers.� The competition is stiff for the few spots 
that open up. Thompson will have to beat out 200 other 
umps for a vacancy.

On Sunday, Aug. 1, church groups from Holston have 
tickets to see the Knoxville Smokies play the Chattanooga 
Lookouts. According to Smokies spokesperson Tom 

Luebbe, congregations that will be represented include
Wright s̓ Chapel, Abingdon, Hiltons, First Newport,

First Cleveland and Tuckaleechee UMC.
  Thompson will be one of three umpires at the 

game, and he says he likes it when he gets recog-
nized. �Not a lot of people come out to see the 
umpires. It s̓ kind of nice to see friendly faces.�

 The deadline to get group rates for �Holston 
Night at the Ballpark� was July 19, but groups 
of 10 or more may still have a chance if they 

call Luebbe by July 30 at (865) 286-2313. Group 
rates are $11 per ticket at field level. The game 

starts at 5 p.m. and will immediately be fol-
lowed by a Point of Grace concert. ■

R.J. Thompson will be
calling �em out at 1st when 
church members attend 
�Holston Night at the 
Ballpark� on Aug. 1.

Photo by Steve Bender

  Calendar  Calendar
Aug. 6: 
Peace With Justice meal

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. � The Peace With 
Justice Committee invites Holston church 
members to a fellowship meal on Friday, 
Aug. 6, 5:30 p.m. at Tomato Head Res-
taurant in Knoxville. Following dinner, 
participants will attend a �Peace Lantern 
Ceremony� marking Hiroshima Day at 
Sequoyah Village Cherokee Park. For more 
information about the fellowship meal or 
other Hiroshima Day activities throughout 
the weekend, contact Carol Green, liaison 
for the Peace With Justice Committee, at 
cergreen@charter.net.

Aug. 7:
UMW retreat at Roan Mtn.

ROAN MOUNTAIN, Tenn. � The 
Johnson City District United Methodist 
Women invite other women to an annual 
retreat at Roan Mountain State Park on 
Saturday, Aug. 7, beginning at 9 a.m. Fea-
tured speaker is the Rev. Rosemary Brown, 
pastor of Monroe Street and Jordania UMC, 
Nashville, Tenn. For more information, 
contact Lynice Broyles, Johnson City Dis-
trict UMW president, at (423) 753-5631 or 
lmbroyles@comcast.net.

Aug. 21: 
�Safe Sanctuaries� begins

Holston churches are required to establish 
child and youth abuse prevention policies by 
fall 2005. Free �Safe Sanctuaries� workshops 
will be provided throughout the conference 
Aug. 21 through Sept. 30. Contact Youth 
Ministry Coordinator Dan Gray at (423) 
928-2156 or Children s̓ Ministry Coordinator 
Anita Henderlight at (865) 690-4080.  

Aug. 28: 
Bishop Wilke seminar

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. � �Building 
Community With Diverse Voices of Bibli-
cal Interpretation,� a workshop for laity and 
clergy, will be held Aug. 28 at First-Cen-
tenary United Methodist Church in Chat-
tanooga. Bishop Richard Wilke, designer of 
the �Disciple� Bible study series, will lead 
the workshop and preach. Sponsored by 
First-Centenary and the Wesley Institute, the 
workshop offers 0.3 C.E.U. credit for clergy. 
Cost is $30 per person, including lunch. For 
more information, call (423) 928-2156, e-
mail carylgriffin@holston.org, or visit http:
//holstonconference.com/upcoming.html to 
download a brochure. ■

139 Number of youth 
attending Senior High 
Assembly at Emory & Henry 
College

41 Number of churches 
represented

7 Number of youth 
dedicating their lives 
for the first time

110 Number of youth 
rededicating their lives

2.3% Percentage 
increase in church pay-
ments of Fair Share appor-
tionments from January to 
June 2004, compared to 
same period in 2003

82 Number of churches 
that have already paid 100 
percent of apportionments 
for 2004

151 Number of churches 
that have paid $0 toward 
this year�s apportionments

  Numbers  Numbers

By Linda Green 
United Methodist News Service 

Every four years during July, a new cadre of 
bishops joins the Council of Bishops of the 
United Methodist Church. 

This year, 1,600 United Methodists elected 21 
new bishops in five geographic conferences across 
the United States July 12-17. The new bishops will 
join 29 others in the United States. Each will lead 
an episcopal area of at least one of the 63 annual 
(regional) conferences in the United States. United 
Methodists in Europe and Africa will elect a total of 
four bishops in separate sessions later in the year.

The United Methodist Book of Discipline charges 
bishops �to lead and oversee the spiritual and tem-
poral affairs� of the denomination and to �lead the 
church in its mission of witness and service in the 
world.�  

Of the 21 bishops elected, three are African-
American men, one is a Hispanic woman and five 
are white women.  The election of Bishop Hope 
Morgan Ward, Raleigh, N.C., marked the first time 
the Southeastern Jurisdiction elected a woman as 
the first bishop-elect. She is the second woman to be 
elected as a bishop in the jurisdiction.  

The new episcopal leaders also include Bishop 
Sudarshana Devadhar, who is a native of India, 
Bishop Jeremiah Park and Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, 
who are Korean-Americans and Bishop Robert 
Hoshibata, Japanese-American.

The delegates arriving for the Northeastern Juris-
dictional Conference were surprised to learn that 
a bishop had requested early retirement in order to 
effectively address �an allegation that was made at 
the end of April.�  Instead of electing five bishops, 
the delegates to the July 12-17 conference chose six.

The 288 delegates to the 13-state Northeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference, meeting in Syracuse, 
N.Y., elected the Rev. Marcus Matthews from the 
Baltimore-Washington Conference; the Rev. Sudar-
shana Devadhar, North Central New York; the Rev. 
Jeremiah J. Park, Greater New Jersey; the Rev. John 
R. Schol, Eastern Pennsylvania; the Rev. Jane Allen 
Middleton, New York; and the Rev. Thomas J. Bick-
erton, West Virginia.   

The 340 delegates to the eight-state South Central 
Jurisdictional Conference, meeting in Corpus Christi, 
Texas, elected the Rev. Robert Hayes Jr., Texas Con-
ference; the Rev. Robert Schanse, Southwest Texas; 
the Rev. Scott Jones, North Texas; and the Rev. 
Charles Crutchfield, New Mexico.

The 556 delegates to the nine-state Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference in Lake Junaluska, N.C., 
elected the Rev. Alfred Gwinn, Kentucky Confer-
ence, the Rev. James Swanson, South Georgia Con-

ference; the Rev. Richard J. Wills Jr., Florida Confer-
ence; the Rev. William H. Willimon, South Carolina 
Conference; the Rev. Hope Morgan Ward, North 
Carolina Conference; and the Rev. Mary Virginia 
�Dindy� Taylor, Holston Conference.

�I am looking forward to the adventure,� said the 
Bishop William Willimon, Durham, N.C., following 
his election by the Southeastern Jurisdiction. �I have 
done a lot of thinking about what the church should 
do, and now I have a chance to do it,� he said.

Davenport, Iowa, was the site of the July 14-17 
North Central Jurisdictional Conference.  The 328 
delegates from nine states elected the Rev. Hee-Soo 
Jung of the Wisconsin Conference; the Rev. Debo-
rah Kiesey, Iowa; and the Rev. Sally Dyck, East 
Ohio.

The Rev. Robert Hoshibata, Pacific-Northwest 
Conference and the Rev. Minerva Carcano, Oregon-
Idaho Conference, were elected by the  88 delegates 
at the 12-state Western Jurisdictional Conference, 
meeting in San Jose, Calif.

Upon her election by the Western Jurisdiction, 
Carcano, a Hispanic clergywoman, said �I want to 
thank you for creating a table large enough, that has 
a place even for me and the people of my birth, my 
language, my culture.� 

Besides elections, the jurisdictional conference 
agendas included business sessions, worship, epis-
copal and laity addresses, celebrations of significant 
accomplishments, special activities to honor retiring 
bishops, reports from various jurisdictional organi-
zations and consecration services for new bishops.

The United Methodist Church was created in 
1968 by a merger of the Evangelical United Breth-
ren and Methodist churches. With 8.3 million mem-
bers, it is the second largest Protestant denomina-
tion in the United States. The denomination also 
has 2.5 million members in Africa, Europe and the 
Philippines.  There are 50 active U.S. bishops and 
18 active bishops from outside the United States 
providing leadership for more than 42,000 congre-
gations worldwide.  

Bishops in the United Methodist Church in the 
U.S. are elected for life and are assigned to serve 
in geographic areas for four-year terms. They must 
retire from active administration at the jurisdictional 
conference following their 66th birthdays.

Normally, bishops serve no more than two four-
year terms in one area, but they may serve a third 
term with special permission from the jurisdictional 
conference.  The Southeastern Jurisdictional Confer-
ence assigned Bishop G. Lindsey Davis to the North 
Georgia Area for a third term because he is undergo-
ing medical treatment for cancer.  The Northeastern 
Jurisdiction extended Bishop Susan Morrisonʼs ser-
vice in the Albany Area for a third term. ■

Southeast U.M. bishops 
get assignments  
By Kathy Gilbert

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. (UMNS) � The six 
United Methodist bishops elected during the South-
eastern Jurisdiction s̓ 2004 conference and seven 
continuing bishops now know where they will 
serve for the next four years.

Their assignments were announced July 17 and 
will take effect Sept. 1. 

The assignment of Bishop G. Lindsey Davis to 
the North Georgia Conference was extended for a 
third term.  Davis is undergoing medical treatment 
for cancer. Four bishops � Larry M. Goodpaster, 
Timothy Whitaker, James R. King Jr. and Michael 
Watson � will continue in their current assignments 
for a second term. 

Six pastors just elected as bishops were given 
their first assignments. 

The assignments are: 

! Bishop G. Lindsey Davis – North Georgia Area, 
which includes North Georgia Conference. 
! Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster – Alabama-
West Florida Area, which includes the Alabama-
West Florida conference. 
! Bishop Alfred Gwinn – Raleigh Area, which 
includes the North Carolina Conference. 
! Bishop Charlene Kammerer – Richmond 
Area, which includes the Virginia Conference. 
! Bishop James R. King Jr. – Louisville Area, 
which includes Kentucky and Red Bird Missionary 
conferences. 
! Bishop J. Lawrence McCleskey – Charlotte 
Area, which includes the Western North Carolina 
Conference. 
! Bishop James Swanson  – Holston Area, 
which includes the Holston Conference. 
! Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor – Columbia Area, 
which includes the South Carolina Conference. 
! Bishop Hope Morgan Ward – Mississippi 
Area, which includes the Mississippi Conference. 
! Bishop B. Michael Watson – South Georgia Area, 
which includes the South Georgia Conference. 
! Bishop William H. Willimon – Birmingham Area, 
which includes the North Alabama Conference. 
! Bishop Richard J. Wills Jr. – Nashville Area, 
which includes the Memphis and Tennessee con-
ferences. 
! Bishop Timothy Whitaker – Florida Area, 
which includes the Florida Conference. 

The six retiring bishops are Bishop Kenneth L. 
Carder, Bishop Ray W. Chamberlain Jr., Bishop 
Marion M. Edwards, Bishop Robert E. Fannin, 
Bishop William Morris and Bishop Joe E. Pennel Jr. 

The denomination s̓ Southeastern Jurisdiction 
includes the states of Alabama, Florida, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, Georgia, South Caro-
lina, Tennessee and Virginia. ■


