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By Neill Caldwell

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. (UMNS) � This 
placid United Methodist retreat center has found 
itself in the center of a summer storm over rental of 
its facilities by the Reconciling Ministries Network, 
which advocates full participation in the church by 
people of all sexual orientations. 

E-mail and official statements have passed back 
and forth in recent weeks, and church-related blogs 
and internet forums are buzzing about the gather-
ing. Several hundred participants are expected 
for the �Hearts on Fire� event Sept. 2-5 at Lake 
Junaluska, a Southeastern Jurisdiction ministry 
about 30 miles west of Asheville.

�SEJAC does not approve of or disapprove 
of the ʻHearts on Fire  ̓conference program, 
said Jimmy L. Carr, executive director of Lake 
Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center. �The 
participants in the event will use the facilities of 
SEJAC and we will host them, as we do other 
groups who are our guests, in a gracious way that 
is exemplary of the wonderful United Methodist 
Church that we so love and desire to serve in the 
name of Jesus Christ.�

 Conservative leaders within the church have 
marshaled their supporters to express dismay at the 
gathering being held at Lake Junaluska. 

�The ʻHearts on Fire  ̓conference should not be 
held,� said the Rev. James V. Heidinger II, presi-
dent and publisher of �Good News� magazine. 
�The conference will not just be advocating for 
change in the church s̓ standards; it will include 
large doses of preaching and teaching which are 
in direct opposition to the Scriptural norm and to 
the church s̓ standards. That should not happen at a 
United Methodist conference center.�

�Since Lake Junaluska s̓ own internal rules 
require it to rent its facilities only to groups that 
share the ʻmission  ̓of the United Methodist Church, 
it seems highly inappropriate to rent those facilities 
for a rally for same-sex ʻmarriage,  ̓homosexual 
clergy, and various exotic forms of sexual expres-
sion,� said Mark Tooley, director of UMAction, 
part of the Institute on Religion and Democracy. 

The Rev. Troy Plummer, executive director of 
the Reconciling Ministries Network, said Lake 
Junaluska is fulfilling its mandate as a �faithful 
United Methodist retreat and conference center to 
serve the whole church.�

Lake Junaluska officials are �practicing open 
hearts, open minds, open doors as they continue to 
make disciples for Jesus Christ,� he said. �I am per-

plexed by any who would confuse the love of God 
and grace of Jesus Christ with closed doors, closed 
minds, closed hearts.�

Carr said the leadership at Lake Junaluska treated 
the request to rent the facilities the same as it would 
a request from any other United Methodist group. 
The retreat center �researched their request and 
found RMN to be an affiliated caucus of the United 
Methodist Church,� he said. He cited pages 198-201 
of The 2005 United Methodist Directory, published 
by Cokesbury. While Reconciling Ministries, Good 
News and UM Action are listed in the directory 
under a heading of �Affiliated Caucuses and Ecu-
menical Groups,� all three organizations are unoffi-
cial United Methodist groups.

Reconciling Ministries �is made up of a broad 
cross-section of the United Methodist Church, and 
we understand its members are primarily heterosex-
ual,� Carr said. �They also plan to host many United 
Methodist leaders during their event. We also discov-
ered that RMN was allowed to participate during the 
2004 General Conference along with other affiliated 
caucuses.

 �The executive committee of SEJAC, which 
administers Lake Junaluska facilities, reviewed their 
request and agreed for us to provide hospitality to 
this group.�

 The IRD s̓ Web site and �Good News�magazine 
have urged supporters to contact Carr and express 
their feelings. 

 The Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat 
Center is known throughout Methodism as host to 
a number of events and gatherings each year. The 

conservative Confessing Movement, another 
unofficial United Methodist group, held its annual 
Epworth Institute for young pastors there in July. 

 Several bishops � including Minerva Carcaño, 
Scott Jones, Susan Morrison, Sally Dyck and 
John Schol � have indicated they plan to attend 
the �Hearts on Fire� conference, Carr said. Some 
bishops �plan to also participate in the Confessing 
Movement Convocation to be held later in Sep-
tember ʻto listen and build relationships,ʼ� he said.

Heidinger noted that bishops �are responsible 
for ʻcarrying into effect the rules, regulations, 
and responsibilities� set forth in the Book of 
Discipline. �They are not to be dissenters to the 
church s̓ doctrine or moral teachings,� he said. 

According to its Web site, Reconciling Minis-
tries Network �is a movement of United Method-
ist individuals, congregations, campus ministries, 
and other groups working for the full participation 
of all people in the United Methodist Church.� 

The debate led to an exchange of statements 
between Reconciling Ministries clergy members 
and �Good News� magazine. 

The clergy letter, signed by 687 pastors, stated 
that many people �are suffering intensely due to 
the current policies of the church on homosexual-
ity,� and that �Hearts on Fire� will be a time for 
healing for those people and the church as a whole. 

Heidinger wrote in response that, rather than 
working for the acceptance of homosexual behav-
ior, United Methodists should �be pouring our 
time and energy into ministries that can help per-
sons experiencing all forms of sexual brokenness 
to find healing and wholeness in Christ.� 

�Hearts on Fire� will feature workshops, wor-
ship and entertainment. Speakers include the Rev. 
Beth Stroud, who was defrocked in December and 
reinstated last April during a church legal process 
that resulted from her disclosure that she is a prac-
ticing lesbian. Her case will be heard by the United 
Methodist Church s̓ Judicial Council in October. 

 The United Methodist Book of Discipline 
affirms God s̓ love for homosexuals but calls 
homosexual practice �incompatible with Christian 
teaching.� Human rights for gays are supported 
in the church s̓ Social Principles, but the church 
denies ordination to practicing homosexuals, 
refuses funding for pro-homosexuality advocacy, 
forbids same-sex unions, supports civil laws 
defining marriage as a union between man and 
woman, and declares that �sexual relations are 
only clearly affirmed in the marriage bond.� ■

Caldwell is a freelance writer based in High Point, N.C.

KODAK, Tenn. � Kodak UMC has an immediate full-time opening 
for a person to direct the church�s discipleship ministries with children 
through teenagers. Applicants should send resumes by e-mail to: 
kumcsecretary@bellsouth.net.

KINGSPORT, Tenn. � Part-time director of education needed at 
Glen Alpine UMC. Musical ability preferred but not required. Salary 
commensurate with experience, education, and ability. Send resume 
to: Rev. LaDuke, 3200 Glen Alpine Rd., Kingsport, TN 37660, or e-mail 
kwladuke@charter.net

KINGSPORT, Tenn. � First Broad Street UMC seeks a full-time direc-
tor of children�s ministries. Christian education background and experience 
preferred. Job description available. For more information or to apply, con-
tact: Mike McIntire, Business Administrator, First Broad Street UMC, P.O. 
Box 1346, Kingsport, TN 37662, or e-mail mmcintire@fbsumc.org.

KINGSPORT, Tenn. � First Broad Street UMC is seeking an interim 
director of high school youth ministries to serve until June 30, 2006. 
Christian education background and experience preferred, but not 
required. Job description available. For more information or to apply, 
contact: Rev. Cynthia Thompson, Minister of Education/Programs, First 
Broad Street UMC, P.O. Box 1346, Kingsport, TN 37662, or e-mail 
cthompson@fbsumc.org.

LOUISVILLE, Tenn. � St. Marks UMC seeks a part-time youth director 
to work in a 300-plus membership church. Send resume to: Don Tracy, 
St. Marks UMC, P.O. Box 37, Louisville, TN 37777. ■

exchange:nation & world news For other United Methodist News Service stories, 
go to www.umns.umc.org

in memoriam

By Stephen Yeaneyparsonage policies

A t  Annual Conference in June, the 
Task Force on Parsonage Poli-
cies and Guidelines presented its 

recommendation for changes to the existing 
parsonage standards. Our primary recom-
mendation was to make clergy responsible 
for furnishing a den and one or two bed-
rooms with their own furniture. To that 
purpose, the task force recommended that 
congregations remove existing furniture 
from these parsonage rooms between 2006 
and 2010. 

The study came following research into 
how other annual conferences handle par-
sonage furniture policies. The task force 
considered how parsonage families have 
changed in the �stuff� that they now have 
(which is not all that different from any 
other family) and the desire that some fami-
lies have for using their own furniture in the 
homes in which they live. 

The word �home� is a key word here. A 
parsonage is the house owned by the local 
church or charge � but it is a home for the 
clergy family living there at the particular 
time. �Home� is a place where you can put 
your belongings and call it yours. A child may 
want age-appropriate furniture or his or her 
own bed. The family may want a couch in the 

den that they can spill popcorn on � without 
worrying that the couch belongs to someone 
else. In the home where we live, we all want 
to feel comfortable.

These new guidelines have a positive 
side for the congregation as well. The 
current policy requires the church to pur-
chase new furniture when the old furniture 
wears out. The new policy will reduce the 
churchʼs need to keep funds in reserve for 
new furniture. 

We hope our recommendations will begin 
to address housing issues. Can we make 
everyone happy? No. Some people may 
think our recommended changes are too 
dramatic, while others may think we have 
not proposed enough of a change. We want 
everyone to have the opportunity to discuss 
the changes. In that light, the task force 
requests each district to hold a forum about 
the new parsonage recommendations and to 
report back to us by Dec. 31, 2005.

Our goal is consensus. Our desire is a 
policy that helps everyone. ■

The Rev. Yeaney is chair of the Task Force on 
Parsonage Policies and Guidelines and pastor 
at Oakland UMC in Maryville District. He is avail-
able at skyepistle@vei.net or (865) 591-3343. 

Home is where your stuff  is

☛ Page numbers: Holston�s official newspaper, The Call, is pub-
lished every two weeks. The publication routinely has eight pages, but at 
least two times each year (in summer and at Christmas) the newspaper is 
reduced to four pages. The Aug. 12 edition was intended to be a four-page 
newspaper. However, the pages are incorrectly numbered, leading read-
ers to believe that pages are missing.

☛ Phone number:  Also, in �Conference Briefs� on page 3 of the 
Aug. 12 edition, an incorrect phone number was provided for persons 
wishing to participate in a conference disaster-relief team. Skilled workers 
(roofers, drywall hangers) who want to work in areas affected by Hurricane 
Dennis in early September should call Dwight Barker at (276) 356-2847.

The Call regrets these errors. ■

Joe Keeble
KINGSPORT, Tenn. � Joseph Thomas Keeble, 87, formerly of Maryville, 

Tenn., died Aug. 11 at Wellmont Holston Valley Medical Center. The Rev. 
Keeble was a retired Holston clergy member who had served as an admin-
istrator at Asbury Acres and Birdmont Manor as well as pastor at First 
Sevierville and St. Luke (Bristol) United Methodist churches, among others.

He is survived by his wife, June Keeble of Kingsport; two sisters, Nita 
Martin of Walland and Ella Hale of Alcoa; one brother, James Keeble of 
Maryville; two daughters, Carole Hubble of Church Hill and Cindy Rawlings of 
Sevierville; four grandsons; six great-grandchildren; one great-great-grand-
son; and several nieces and nephews. Funeral services were held Aug. 13 
at McAmmon-Ammons-Click Funeral Home in Maryville with the Rev. Larry 
Carroll and the Rev. Brenda Carroll officiating. Interment followed at Grand-
view Cemetery in Maryville. Memorial contributions may be made to First 
Maryville UMC, 804 Montvale Station Road, Maryville, TN 37803. 

corrections:

TennCare update

H O LSTON CONFERENCE continues 
to develop its ministry to serve people 

affected by TennCare cuts. 
☛ On Aug. 1, Holston Outreach/Advocacy 

Chair Steve Hodges met with the Rev. Jason 
Brock, staff person for the Tennessee Confer-
ence s̓ Love and Justice Ministries. Hodges 
and Brock identified five areas that Tennes-
see-based United Methodist conferences can 
address: assessing the impact of TennCare 
cuts and collecting stories; ministry to 
immediate needs; educating members about 
TennCare and the health-care crisis in general; 
advocacy, especially as it relates to the first 
three activities; promoting preventive care 
among members. The newly formed Holston 
TennCare Task Force will address these issues 
and others at an Aug. 26 meeting.

☛ Bridges to Care is a collaborative 
effort to provide a coordinated system of 
volunteer physicians, hospitals, laborato-

ries, and pharmacies in Nashville. Accord-
ing to Hodges, the network could inspire a 
similar effort within Holston Conference. 
To learn more, visit 
http://www.nashvillemedicine.org/bridges.

☛ At the Volunteers in Medicine Clinic in 
Chattanooga, telephone calls are coming in 
daily from TennCare subscribers concerned 
about losing their coverage. The clinic still 
needs volunteer physicians, physician s̓ 
assistants, and nurse practitioners, as well 
as computer-skilled volunteers, says Becky 
Hall. Call (423) 855-8220.

☛ A new faith-based medical clinic 
opened in Knoxville on Aug. 1. Free Medi-
cal Clinic at 6209 Chapman Highway is in 
need of volunteer physicians, nurses, and 
a secretary, according to founder Dr. Tom 
Kim. �Weʼve already seen 200 patients 
since opening,� said Kim on Aug. 18. Call 
(865) 577-3733. 

☛ For background on Holston s̓ role in 
the TennCare crisis, visit http://tenncarecrisis.
holston.org or call toll-free (866) 690-4080. ■

Controversy surrounds 
upcoming event at Lake Junaluska

Photo by Annette Bender, The Call

�SEJAC does not approve of or disapprove of the �Hearts 
on Fire� conference program,� said Jimmy L. Carr, executive 
director of Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center 
(pictured here at the Holston Annual Conference in June).


