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By Annette Bender

Members of Holston s̓ delega-
tion have signed a response to a 
United Methodist News Service 

feature published on the front page of 
the Aug. 13 edition of The Call. 

The article alleged racism in the 
Southeastern Jurisdictional bishop 
elections, while Holston delegates 
expressed dismay at perceptions that 
decisions were made �on any basis 

other than who would bring capable 
spiritual and temporal leadership to a 
conference.�

The Call also received seven other 
messages from readers responding 
to the article, including three from 
Holston delegates. 
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The Bishop Is In 
The Call welcomes 
Bishop James Swanson 
with a new column, 
�Wings.�
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Soldier Send-off
A Cleveland District 
church hosts a prayer 
service for U.S. Marines 
bound for Iraq.     
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Rodney s̓  Story
Country singer Rodney 
Atkins is a former child 
of Holston Home.    
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Abingdon: When Matt Dillow 
proposed erecting a new flagpole with 
landscaping as part of his Eagle Scout 
project, members at South Bristol UMC 
were thrilled. �They had been discussing 
a new flagpole,� says the Rev. Charles 
Ledger. Matt, age 14, completed his 
project and now his brother, Aaron, 12, is 
planning to update the church pavillion/
playground for his own scout project. 
The Dillows are new members at South 
Bristol, having joined at Easter 2004.  S

Big Stone Gap: Holston View 
UMC recently joined with another church 
for a baptismal service at Holston River. 
Four were baptized from Holston View; 
four from Community Fellowship Baptist 
Church. Pastor Ken Pierce says the two 
congregations followed the service with a 
barbecue for about 200 people.  M

Chattanooga: This summer, a group from 
Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Shelby County, Ala., 
was visiting Chattanooga. They saw an advertise-
ment for �Takin  ̓It to the Street,� an outdoor festival 
hosted by Jones Memorial UMC to celebrate the end 
of vacation bible school. The Alabama group �called 
to see if it was all right to bring 40 people,� says 
Shirley Baugh, and �they were welcomed with open 
arms.� The guests even sang at the festival, which 
attracted 200 people in all. L

Cleveland: Broad Street UMC 
recently hosted a prayerful send-off 
for a Cleveland Marine unit bound for 
Iraq. Attended by about 300 people, the 
service included leaders of 15 churches. 
The Rev. Andy Ferguson of Broad Street 
offered the invocation; the Rev. Debbie 
Stokes, also of Broad Street, did the 
responsive reading; and the Rev. Robert 
Haskins, of Wesley Memorial UMC, 
offered a prayer for the families. �This is 
the first time the war has come home to 
us in Cleveland,� says Ferguson. �It was 
pretty moving.� L

Johnson City: Cherokee UMC 
has accepted an offer from nearby 

Capernaum Church to buy Cherokee s̓ 
current building. According to the 
church newsletter, Capernaum offered 
$500,000 for the Jamestown Road build-
ing, as Cherokee prepares to move to 
their new 77,000-square-foot space 
on South Roan Street. Stay tuned for 
news of Cherokee s̓ move, as well as 
the upcoming opening of a Cokesbury 
Bookstore at the new facility. M

Kingsport: Last year, about 80 
children and adult workers particated in 
Vermont UMC s̓ vacation bible school. 
This summer, 155 people � including 90 
children � participated in the summer 
event. Of the 90 kids, about half were 
from the church; the other half came 
from the community. Children s̓ coor-
dinator Kim Koesters attributes the suc-
cess partly to communications efforts, 

including a billboard that cost $350 for two weeks of visibility 
on Highway 93. Vermont was also featured on a local radio 
station s̓ �VBS of the Week� program. �We saw kids that weʼve 
never seen here before,� said Koesters. M

Knoxville: The Rev. Gary Mauldin, Holston s̓ pastoral 
counselor, is also a vocalist. In the past year he soloed at Mid-
dlebrook Pike, Fountain City, Hendron s̓ Chapel, Beulah, and 
on Aug. 22, was scheduled to sing an arrangement of �It is Well 
With My Soul� at Inskip UMC. Mauldin says he studied voice 
in college and did community theater in Texas before relocating 
to Holston in 2003. His last role had him dancing with a cham-
pagne bottle on his head in �Fiddler on the Roof.� �It s̓ not a 

well-known fact that Iʼm 
a bottle dancer,� he says.

Maryville: Green 
Meadow UMC hosted 
a benefit barbecue and 
music festival last month, 
raising about $1,200 to 
replace energy-efficient 
windows at the church. 
The Greenway Music 
Festival � held on the 
churchʼs six acres of 
green space in the midst 
of Alcoaʼs subdivisions 
� featured bands such as 

Sevendaybeliever, All4Him, Music of 
the Son, Edenʼs Way Band, Jam513, and 
the Josh Miller Band. S

Morristown: First White Pine 
UMC averaged 54 kids in attendance 
at vacation bible school this summer, 
compared to 34 last year. Church mem-
bers distributed flyers at local food and 
hardware stores to improve attendance, 
according to Pastor Eddie Noe. M

Oak Ridge: In 1998, leaders 
of Heiskill UMC had a vision to make 
the old elementary school they had 
acquired into a community center. After 
six years of Saturdays spent renovat-
ing, church members opened the doors 
of the Heiskill Gathering Place in July. 
�We already have an exercise class on 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings and a 
bluegrass jam on Monday night,� reports 
Pastor Pat Bishop. St. Mary s̓ Medical 
Center donated $1,000 to help build a 
walking track and Knox County Parks 
& Recreation awarded $1,500 to build a 
track and playground. �We hope one day 
the community center will be an open 
door to the community,� Bishop told 
Powell News. Heiskell has 25 in average 
worship attendance. S

Tazewell: The district is plan-
ning its 2004 Biker Retreat at Camp 
Laurel Oct. 1-3. For brochures, con-
tact your district office or the Rev. 
Larry Murphy at (276) 322-4438 or 
murfino@sunlitsurf.com. 

Wytheville: Twenty-eight youth 
and leaders representing nine Wytheville 
churches traveled to Sager Brown 
UMCOR facility in Baldwin, La., this 
summer. Besides preparing rescue kits 
to be shipped all over the world, work-
ers completed a painting project on a 
Baldwin home. The youth raised money 
for the trip through yard sales, hot dog 
sales, candy sales, individual gifts, and 
assistance from the district, according to 
District Youth Coordinator Lindy Mann.
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massive hurricane-relief effort
Holston members join

Was the SEJ election racist?
Readers respond to article

●   Holston delegates send letter,
 page 7

Singer-songwriter Kendall Idema of Crossville-based Music 
of the Son sings during the Greenway Musical Festival, 
hosted by Green Meadow UMC. 

                     Abingdon

Dillow dad and sons show off 
South Bristol UMC�s new flag pole.

Photo by Donald Davis,Cleveland Daily Banner

Marines gather at Broad Street UMC for prayer.

By Annette Bender

When the Rev. Curtis Grissett told 
his congregation how to help vic-
tims of Hurricane Charley with 

money, he expected that perhaps $200 
would be raised.

Later that day, the treasurer of Hart-
man s̓ Chapel United Methodist Church 

called Grissett to say the congregation had 
voted to give $1,000 to hurricane victims.

�All I can say is that it humbles me,� 
said Grissett, pastor of the Morristown 
District church averaging 75 in worship 
attendance. �This is a very generous, 
caring, compassionate congregation. Most 
are retired farmers, just plain folks.�

Hartman s̓ Chapel is one of a handful 

of Holston congregations stepping out 
to aid Floridians following a devastating 
hurricane earlier this month.

Described by the United Method-
ist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) as 
the worst storm to hit western Florida 
in 100 years, Hurricane Charley struck 
Aug. 13 before surging up the East 
Coast to the Carolinas and Virginia. The 
hurricane, with sustained winds of 131 
mph to 155 mph, was responsible for at 
least 20 deaths and billions of dollars in 
damage to Florida alone. 

Anticipating Hurricane Charley s̓ 
arrival, UMCOR had shipped all avail-
able flood buckets to Florida from its 
Sager Brown Depot in Louisiana. At 
press time, UMCOR officials were in 
Florida, deciding on a strategy for the 
agency s̓ denomination-wide response.

In the meantime, Holston lead-
ers geared up to do their part. Dwight 
Barker, Holston s̓ disaster-relief coor-
dinator for the northern region, is cur-
rently assembling a volunteer team 
that will eventually travel to Florida. 
On Aug. 18, Barker said that only one 
person had volunteered. But there s̓ 

Hurricane help
☛ Join Holston�s volunteer team. Contact 
Dwight Barker at barker42rd@comcast.net or 
(276) 356-2847.
☛ Give money. Make checks to your local 
church, designating �UMCOR/Hurricane 
Charley� on the memo line. To make credit-
card donations, call UMCOR directly at 1-
800-554-8583. 
☛ Collect supplies. Cherokee UMC, in 
Johnson City District, has rented a tractor-
trailer truck to take nonperishable foods, 
water, flashlights, tarpaulins and other sup-
plies to Florida. To participate, contact (423) 
926-0978 or woody@cherokeechurch.com.

ARCADIA, Fla. � Trinity United Method-
ist Church was just one of the many 
buildings and homes damaged during 
Hurricane Charley. Arcadia is 20 to 30 
miles from Port Charlotte, where the 
hurricane made landfall.UMNS photo by the Rev. Larry Rankin 
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