Reading List

We asked these members of the
Religion and Race Committee, “What
book is lying on your nightstand?”

® Rev. Walter Cross
Washington Hills UMC
Chattanooga District
Pastor as Caregiver

@ Deborah Neal

Bethel UMC

Tazewell District

Walking With the Wind: A Memoir of
the Movement, by John Lewis

® Rev. Ramon Torres il

Gray UMC

Johnson City District

\Waking the Dead: The Glory of a
Heart Fully Alive, by John Eldredge

Book art courtesy of Cokesbury Bookstores

(Rnnouncements

@ Need charge conference forms?
They’re available online at WwWW.
hol stonconference.com/clergy/.

@ “Holston Conference News
Briefs” reaches 1,500 subscribers via
e-mail each Wednesday with news and
information from the conference and
general church. To subscribe, go to
www.hol stonconference.comyconnection/
or call Donna Hankins, interactive
media, at (865) 690-4080. m

At Lunch With Wayne Scott:

Planter of seeds

cott Farm and its founder,
S Wayne Scott, is known for the

acres and acres of tomatoes,
strawberries, green beans, cucumbers,
squash and corn harvested in Unicoi,
Tenn., each year.

Yet on the day he lunches at Sunny’s
Cafeteria in Johnson City, Scott doesn’t
choose any of those vegetables. He
dines on coleslaw and a few other small
side dishes, explaining that he ate a late
breakfast.

At 79, the former schoolteacher has
been a member of Unicoi United Meth-
odist Church since 1958. He has known
many Holston pastors and can summa-
rize their personalities and accomplish-
ments with one or two phrases.

Today, he’s explaining why he built
a chapel for Hispanic migrant workers
in the early 1990s — long before Holston
Conference began building ministries
for Spanish speakers in east Tennessee
and southwest Virginia.

“We brought the first Hispanics to
Unicoi in 1973, says Scott, referring
to the farm work from which he is now
retired. His children currently run the
46-year-old company, which employs
six full-time and 200 seasonal workers.

“That first year, we had maybe 15
workers from Mexico. But as our busi-
ness expanded, we hired more people.”
Scott built camp houses for his seasonal
employees and his wife, Mary Lou, who
died in June, hung curtains and nursed
the workers when they were sick.

In the 1980s, Scott approached a
Johnson City priest about welcoming
his workers into the congregation, since
most of them were Roman Catholic.

“He didn’t seem particularly inter-
ested,” says Scott. “It surprised me. He
was elderly — didn’t seem to have a lot
of drive or energy to work with them.”

But then a younger Catholic man
“from the seminary” started to visit the
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Rukang Chikomb

By Annette Bender
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JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. — Wayne Scott, Unicoi UMC layperson and
founder of Scoft Farm, relaxes after light lunch at Sunny’s Cafeteria.

people who came each year to pick
strawberries and green beans. One day,
Scott noticed that a religious meet-

ing held in the farm’s packinghouse
included 65-70 people.

Scott decided that “if there was
that kind of interest in meeting, they
needed a place to worship.”

Scott Farm built a chapel on the
premises, and the Catholic church
eventually helped put in tile, furniture
and air conditioning. Today, the chapel
remains nondenominational but is
attended mostly by Catholics. On the
Sunday before his lunch at Sunny’s
Cafeteria, Scott witnessed a first com-
munion service outside the chapel,
attended by 300.

Now that about 35 Hispanic fami-
lies from his farm have settled in the
Unicoi area, Scott wants to help his
own church develop its Hispanic
ministry. On Saturday nights, he and
his pastor, the Rev. Dennis Loy, get
pizza for the 50 Hispanic children who

attend Bible study at Unicoi UMC.

Although his pastors tell stories
about his generosity — providing sup-
port for Unicoi ministries as well as
Holston Home for Children — Scott
won’t confirm those stories. He cites
scripture in which Jesus says, “Go into
the closet and pray,” then moves on to
how he hopes his church will serve the
people he has come to love.

“I was talking to Dennis the
other day,” says Scott. “He said we
shouldn’t try to convert Roman Catho-
lics into United Methodists, but to help
them be better Roman Catholics.”

Scott pauses on Loy’s words
before adding, “We have an opportu-
nity in the Methodist church to work
with these people and show them we
are interested in them. They worship
Jesus Christ just like we do. We should
be there from the word ‘go.”” B

For more on Hispanic ministriesin
Unicoi, see page 4.

Johnson City member receives missionary appointment

ukang Chikomb, a resident
R of Johnson City, Tenn., born

in the Democratic Republic
of Congo, has been appointed as a
missionary by the General Board of
Global Ministries (GBGM) of the
United Methodist Church (UMC). His
appointment was made official by a
formal commissioning ceremony at St.
Paul & St. Andrew United Methodist
Church in New York City on Aug. 22.

Chikomb, a professional pilot, is
among 16 missionary candidates com-
missioned at this year’s ceremony. All
underwent several weeks of training
before beginning their assignments.

Chikomb’s missionary service will
be based in the Democratic Republic
of Congo around the city of Lubum-
bashi, his hometown. He will utilize his
professional aviation training to serve
as acting director for Southern Congo

Wings of the Morning. This UMC
aviation ministry is often the only link
between the most isolated bush areas,
medical supply and relief stations, and
church communities in this region.
Chikomb’s appointment will be
a continuation of his work with the
Southern Congo Wings of the Morning
aviation ministry from 1991 to 1999.
He is a member of Wesley Memorial
UMC, Johnson City District. B
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