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A UMNS Report

By Tamie Ross

Veteran United Methodist disaster spe-
cialists are descending upon hurricane-
weary Florida with a force mightier than 
the multiple storms.Armed with clean-

up supplies, food items and other essentials, these 
volunteers are working to ensure every individual 
affected by the deadly string of hurricanes is safe 
and prepared for what forecasters predict is coming.

First Charley. Then Frances. And now Hurricane 
Ivan is clearing a path toward some of the same 
communities hit so hard in recent days. The Florida 
Keys evacuation order Sept. 9 began yet another 
round of probable trips to shelters for millions in 
the coming days.

Those on the ground in Florida are calling upon 
United Methodist congregations to help in different 
ways � from sending volunteers 
to make needed repairs, to writing 
donation checks, to assembling 
supplies that will help residents 
return to their homes.

Tom Hazelwood, head of 
emergency services for the United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief, toured the state Sept. 9. He was 
struck by the magnitude of the devastation.

�Everywhere we go, there s̓ an incredible amount 
of work to be done,� Hazelwood said. �Homes are 
flooded, people have lost all their belongings. Right 
now the big issue in Palm Beach County, where I am, 
is that people are without electricity. And yet there s̓ 
all this destruction and so much cleanup needed.�

Hazelwood stressed that volunteers would be 
prepared and sheltered if Ivan hits the area. �No one 
will be put in harm s̓ way, but the fact that a third 
storm is coming underscores our need even more.�

After watching powerful winds and seemingly 
unstoppable rains batter their homes and churches, 
United Methodists in Florida said theyʼre grateful 
for the chance to regroup and thankful for the help 
theyʼve received.

Though his church was struck by Hurricane 
Frances, the Rev. David McEntire said the damage 
wasnʼt bad enough to stop plans for Sunday worship 
services Sept. 12 � as long as Ivan didnʼt interfere.

�Weʼre very, very anxious about Ivan,� said McEn-
tire, senior pastor at the United Methodist Church of 
the Palm Beaches in West Palm Beach, Fla.

The church has been fortunate so far, he said. 
It lost about 500 ceiling tiles and sustained other 
damage from Hurricane Frances, which also took 
out 40 or 50 trees on the property.

The church s̓ electricity was restored Sept. 7, but 

power was still out in much of the area. �I would 
say 98 percent of our people lost power,� McEntire 
said of the church s̓ 1,400 members. �It s̓ slowly 
coming back on.�

Working with a food bank, the Church of the 
Palm Beaches has been giving out food to people 
who come by and serving as a hub for distributing 
supplies to other churches. McEntire s̓ congregation 
also planned to send a church bus into neighbor-
hoods and provide food, water and ice to the poor 
and to residents unable to get out.

Additional efforts include putting tarps on homes 
to dry out roofs and having chainsaw crews clear trees 
off houses. �Palm Beach has a million residents, so 
the need is massive,� McEntire said. �This is not a 
time when we need to have people come to the church 
so much as have the 
church go to them,� 
he said.

McEntire said he 
is concerned about 
the churchʼs cov-
enant partner, Brionnes Montoto Methodist Church 
in Cuba, which was hit by Hurricane Charley. In 
Fort Pierce, Fla., hurricane damage caused a roof to 
collapse at a Haitian ministry that McEntire helped 
start in 1990. He wants to send teams to both places 
as soon as possible.

Eyes everywhere, but especially in Florida, are 
darting from the widespread destruction to Hur-
ricane Ivan, which as of Sept. 16 had killed eight 
people. 

�The anticipation is that Ivan could come in and 
is on a path to hit some of the same places, like 
Punta Gorda,� said Linda Beher, communications 
director for the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief. �So yes, there is a race. Weʼre working to 
make sure people are safe, secure and dry so they 
can withstand another big storm.�

The relief agency trains church members to be 
case workers within their communities after disas-
ter strikes � assessing needs, organizing volunteers, 
overseeing supplies and much more. UMCOR is 
best known within relief circles for its attention to 
detail and its staying power: When �the chain-saw 
brigade� departs, UMCOR remains for months and 
often years to meet long-term needs.

Working with the denomination s̓ Florida Annual 
(regional) Conference, UMCOR is establishing 

offices to help hurricane victims. A stay of three to 
five years is expected.

United Methodist case managers are still working 
in New York with victims of the Sept. 11 terror-
ist attacks � three years after the fact, said Kristin 
Sachen, an UMCOR staff executive.

�With devastation of this magnitude, and con-
sidering that some of the communities hardest hit 
are some of the most economically challenged, we 
have a long road ahead of us,� Beher said. �Weʼre 
focusing tremendous resources on the very vulner-
able farm worker communities in Arcadia area, and 
the Haitian communities are around the Fort Pierce 
area.�

With oranges and grapefruit littering the ground, 
many workers wonʼt have jobs to sustain them 
through the coming months, Beher said. �Weʼre 
expecting a lot of individuals needing help with 
family expenses like rent, doctors  ̓bills and utili-
ties.�

How can the public help? Beher said the possi-
bilities are limitless.

Volunteers are needed to work with Florida resi-
dents, replacing windows and repairing roofs and 
siding on homes. Those who can help with physi-
cal tasks are asked to call ahead for locations and 
updates on a toll-free hotline: (800) 282-8011, Ext. 
149. Beher said calling first enables coordinators to 
give advice on tools to bring and what volunteers 
should expect in terms of work to be done.

Financial contributions are another urgent need. 
Donations pay for everything from trained disaster 
workers to supplies to assistance for survivors and 
victims. �I canʼt stress enough how important these 
donations are for us,� Hazelwood said. �Iʼm seeing 
at this moment the impact individuals anywhere in 
the country can have.�

Beher and Hazelwood said flood buckets are 
critical for Floridians attempting to return home 
only to find inches of standing water inside their 
front doors. More than 3,000 of these 5-gallon, 
supply-filled buckets � containing everything from 
sponges to mops to disinfectants � have been dis-
tributed since Hurricane Charley battered the state 
Aug. 27.

Details on assembling the 5-gallon buckets 
can be found at umcor.org online by clicking on 
the �Kits� link. Beher said this is an ideal service 
project for congregations and especially childrenʼs 
groups.

�Long after folks are done writing about these 
triple storms, UMCOR will still be on the scene, 
rebuilding,� Beher said. �With this level of destruc-
tion, the needs will go deep. Weʼre ready to help, 
and weʼre ready for Ivan.� ■
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Church calls on congregations

to help with hurricane relief

Reading ListReading List

nation &&  world
By Annette Bender

At Lunch With Wayne Scott:

Planter of seeds

For information on 
collecting flood buckets, visit 
http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor/

We asked these members of the 
Religion and Race Committee, �What 
book is lying on your nightstand?�

● Rev. Walter Cross
Washington Hills UMC
Chattanooga District
Pastor as Caregiver

● Deborah Neal
Bethel UMC
Tazewell District
Walking With the Wind: A Memoir of 
the Movement, by John Lewis 

● Rev. Ramón Torres III
Gray UMC
Johnson City District
Waking the Dead: The Glory of a 
Heart Fully Alive, by John Eldredge

S cott Farm and its founder, 
Wayne Scott, is known for the 
acres and acres of  tomatoes, 

strawberries, green beans, cucumbers, 
squash and corn harvested in Unicoi, 
Tenn., each year.

Yet on the day he lunches at Sunny s̓ 
Cafeteria in Johnson City, Scott doesnʼt 
choose any of those vegetables. He 
dines on coleslaw and a few other small 
side dishes, explaining that he ate a late 
breakfast.

At 79, the former schoolteacher has 
been a member of Unicoi United Meth-
odist Church since 1958. He has known 
many Holston pastors and can summa-
rize their personalities and accomplish-
ments with one or two phrases. 

Today, he s̓ explaining why he built 
a chapel for Hispanic migrant workers 
in the early 1990s � long before Holston 
Conference began building ministries 
for Spanish speakers in east Tennessee 
and southwest Virginia. 

�We brought the first Hispanics to 
Unicoi in 1973,� says Scott, referring 
to the farm work from which he is now 
retired. His children currently run the 
46-year-old company, which employs 
six full-time and 200 seasonal workers. 

�That first year, we had maybe 15 
workers from Mexico. But as our busi-
ness expanded, we hired more people.� 
Scott built camp houses for his seasonal 
employees and his wife, Mary Lou, who 
died in June, hung curtains and nursed 
the workers when they were sick. 

In the 1980s, Scott approached a 
Johnson City priest about welcoming 
his workers into the congregation, since 
most of them were Roman Catholic. 

�He didnʼt seem particularly inter-
ested,� says Scott. �It surprised me. He 
was elderly � didnʼt seem to have a lot 
of drive or energy to work with them.�

But then a younger Catholic man 
�from the seminary� started to visit the 

people who came each year to pick 
strawberries and green beans. One day, 
Scott noticed that a religious meet-
ing held in the farm s̓ packinghouse 
included 65-70 people. 

Scott decided that �if there was 
that kind of interest in meeting, they 
needed a place to worship.�

Scott Farm built a chapel on the 
premises, and the Catholic church 
eventually helped put in tile, furniture 
and air conditioning. Today, the chapel 
remains nondenominational but is 
attended mostly by Catholics. On the 
Sunday before his lunch at Sunny s̓ 
Cafeteria, Scott witnessed a first com-
munion service outside the chapel, 
attended by 300.

Now that about 35 Hispanic fami-
lies from his farm have settled in the 
Unicoi area, Scott wants to help his 
own church develop its Hispanic 
ministry. On Saturday nights, he and 
his pastor, the Rev. Dennis Loy, get 
pizza for the 50 Hispanic children who 

attend Bible study at Unicoi UMC. 
Although his pastors tell stories 

about his generosity � providing sup-
port for Unicoi ministries as well as 
Holston Home for Children � Scott 
wonʼt confirm those stories. He cites 
scripture in which Jesus says, �Go into 
the closet and pray,� then moves on to 
how he hopes his church will serve the 
people he has come to love.

�I was talking to Dennis the 
other day,� says Scott. �He said we 
shouldnʼt try to convert Roman Catho-
lics into United Methodists, but to help 
them be better Roman Catholics.�

Scott pauses on Loy s̓ words  
before adding, �We have an opportu-
nity in the Methodist church to work 
with these people and show them we 
are interested in them. They worship 
Jesus Christ just like we do. We should 
be there from the word �go.ʼ�  ■

For more on Hispanic ministries in 
Unicoi, see page 4.
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JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. � Wayne Scott, Unicoi UMC layperson and 
founder of Scott Farm, relaxes after light lunch at Sunny�s Cafeteria. 

Rukang Chikomb, a resident 
of Johnson City, Tenn., born 
in the Democratic Republic 

of Congo, has been appointed as a 
missionary by the General Board of 
Global Ministries (GBGM) of the 
United Methodist Church (UMC). His 
appointment was made official by a 
formal commissioning ceremony at St. 
Paul & St. Andrew United Methodist 
Church in New York City on Aug. 22.

Chikomb, a professional pilot, is 
among 16 missionary candidates com-
missioned at this year s̓ ceremony. All 
underwent several weeks of training 
before beginning their assignments.

Chikomb s̓ missionary service will 
be based in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo around the city of Lubum-
bashi, his hometown. He will utilize his 
professional aviation training to serve 
as acting director for Southern Congo 

Wings of the Morning. This UMC 
aviation ministry is often the only link 
between the most isolated bush areas, 
medical supply and relief stations, and 
church communities in this region.   

Chikomb s̓ appointment will be 
a continuation of his work with the 
Southern Congo Wings of the Morning 
aviation ministry from 1991 to 1999.  
He is a member of Wesley Memorial 
UMC, Johnson City District. ■ 
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Johnson City member receives missionary appointment

! Need charge conference forms? 
Theyʼre available online at www.
holstonconference.com/clergy/.

! �Holston Conference News 
Briefs� reaches 1,500 subscribers via 
e-mail each Wednesday with news and 
information from the conference and 
general church. To subscribe, go to 
www.holstonconference.com/connection/  
or call Donna Hankins, interactive 
media, at (865) 690-4080.  ■

Rukang Chikomb
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