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By Bishop James Edward Swanson Sr.
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Look at the poverty of others,
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What’s your size?
The Call uses the following symbols to 
identify articles about small, medium 
or large churches:

S   Churches with average 85 or fewer 
in principle weekly worship service(s)

M  Average 86 to 225 in worship 
service(s)

L  Average 226 or more in worship 
service(s)

Got something to say?
Send letters and e-mails to:
C-Mail, The Call 
P.O. Box 32939
Knoxville, TN  37930-2939/ fax (865) 690-
3162/ thecall@holston.org.

Want to subscribe?
For a 12-month subscription (26 issues), 
send a $15 check made to 
�Holston Conference� to: 
The Call
P.O. Box 32939 
Knoxville, TN 37930-2939
For credit card orders, call (865) 
690-4080 or visit www.holston.org. ■

  Calendar  Calendar

  ☛ Nov. 20: 
 Conference racism forum

GRAY, Tenn. � Holston clergy and 
laity are encouraged to attend a confer-
ence-wide forum on racism, �Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors. 
Really?� The forum will be held at Gray 
UMC in Johnson City District, Satur-
day, Nov. 20, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Bishop James Swanson will serve 
as guest speaker. The event is spon-
sored by the Religion and Race Com-
mittee, Outreach Advocacy Team, and 
Wesley Institute. For more informa-
tion, visit www.holston.org or call 
(865) 690-4080.

 ☛ Nov. 28: 
 UM Student Day 

On Sunday, Nov. 28, Holston con-
gregations will join others by observ-
ing United Methodist Student Day. 
One of six Special Sundays in the 
United Methodist Church, Student Day 
is commemorated with an offering 
that funds scholarships and grants for 
Holston students as well as others in 
the denomination. 

For bulletin inserts or worship 
resources, visit www.umcgiving/org/ss.  
For information on scholarships and 
loans, call (615) 340-7344 (scholar-
ships) or (615) 340-7346 (loans), or 
visit www.gbghem.org. 

☛ Dec. 10: 
 Divine Rhythm deadline 

For the first time, organizers of 
Divine Rhythm have set a registration 
deadline. The popular spiritual event for 
young adults will be held Jan. 21-23 at 
Country Tonite Theatre in Pigeon Forge, 
Tenn. Speaker is Rob Fuquay. Music 
and worship will be led by Wayne Kerr.

Registration deadline is Dec. 10. 
The program fee is $35 per person. A 
children s̓ program is offered at $15 
per child. For more information, visit 
www.divinerhythm.com, or call the con-
nectional ministries office at (865) 690-
4080.  

 ☛ Jan. 9-11, 2005: 
 J. Ellsworth Kalas workshop 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. � The Knox-
ville District Ministry Leadership 
Team presents J. Ellsworth Kalas in 
a three-day worship and workshop 
entitled �Sharing the Gospel Story: 
Preaching From the Soul.� The event 
begins with worship at Faith and 
Kodak United Methodist Churches on 
Sunday, Jan. 9, and continues through 
Tuesday, Jan. 11.

Kalas is the author of several books 
and professor of preaching at Asbury 
Theological Seminary. Cost is $25 per 
person. Pre-registration is required 
by Jan. 4. For more information, call 
(865) 470-7005.  ■

Logan�s Chapel was there, continued from page 1  Exchange  Exchange

The year 2004 has been a year 
filled with excitement and new 
challenges for me. It appears to 

me that from January until now, God 
has blessed me in a unique and won-
derful way. The love and support of my 
family, the renewal of an old friend-
ship that had gone sour, being part of 
a ministry that ushers Godʼs kingdom 
into the lives of many, my election and 
consecration to the office of bishop, 
the assignment to Holston Conference 
� quite frankly, things have gone so 
well that sometimes I want to pinch 
myself to see if I am dreaming!

Now as the season of Thanksgiving 
approaches, I am keenly aware of the 
goodness of God showered upon my 
family and me. So, my mouth is filled 
with choruses of praise and thanksgiv-
ing to God. I am sure that many of you 
will also have no trouble finding rea-
sons to give thanks for Godʼs bountiful 
blessings. Family and friends that love 
and support us, an understanding that 
we are forgiven by a loving and benev-
olent God, good health, more food in 
our homes than we can eat, reliable 
transportation, the benefits of a good 
education, decent roofs over our heads 
� the list goes on, as we contemplate 
and count our blessings. God has been 
and is blessing us.

But, even as I write this, I realize 
that some will find it difficult to be 
thankful. When these people look at 
their own lives, there is little evidence 
to convince them that God is on their 
side. 

We donʼt all experience life the 
same way. When you arenʼt blessed 
with a parent who prepares your break-
fast every morning, when you canʼt 
trust anyone to be your friend, when it 
appears that life is stacked against you, 
when you live every moment in physi-
cal pain, when your best hope for food 
depends on the generosity of others, 
when you walk everywhere because 
you donʼt have a car, when you canʼt 
read or write or you have to sleep out-

doors � yes, it might be hard to find 
something for which to be thankful. 
Perhaps these are some of the reasons 
why people become so discouraged by 
life, they just quit trying to give thanks 
and praise to God. Sometimes life is 
so filled with trials, challenges, bad 
experiences and hateful messages, the 
victims grow bitter, cynical, and angry. 
It is sad, but sometimes even churches 
become bitter, cynical, and angry. 

If, during this Thanksgiving season, 
we could look at the poverty of others 
around us, maybe our complaints and 
grumbling about what we do not have 
will turn to shouts of �Thank you, 
Jesus!� 

Or perhaps if we embrace the words 
of Helen Keller �There is no lovelier 
way to thank God for your sight than 
by giving a helping hand to someone 
in the dark � then maybe Thanksgiving 
would take on an atmosphere of true 
thanks giving. 

God bless and have a happy Thanks-
giving. ■

Bishop�s 
speaking 
schedule

☛ Nov. 20: �Conversations about 
Racism: Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Doors. Really?� 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Gray United Methodist Church, John-
son City District

☛ Nov. 21: First Sweetwater UMC, 
11 a.m.; Maryville District reception, 
2:30 p.m. at First Maryville UMC

☛ Nov. 28: Munsey Memorial UMC, 
8:45 a.m.; Wesley Memorial UMC, 
11 a.m.; Boones Creek recommitment 
service, 4:30 p.m. (all within Johnson 
City District)

live with the abuse she suffered in that 
home. Otherwise, she was �going against 
God s̓ laws and wishes� and �jeopardiz-
ing her salvation.�

�I just looked at him and said, ʻIf that s̓ 
God, I donʼt want any part of him,ʼ� she 
recalls.

At that point, Denton already had 
emotional scars from growing up with 
an abusive, alcoholic parent. She had 
encountered two faiths that she says 
�were just about the rules. God s̓ love was 
never nurtured.� When her first marriage 
expired, Denton would spend the next 
decade doing things she would regret and 
trying to recover from them.

After her strict 15-year stint in the 
Mormon Church, Denton says she went 
�haywire.� She turned to substance abuse 
and neglected relationships with her 
then-teenaged children. She met a man, 
whom she followed to Tennessee to get 
away from her problems in Arizona. Six 
weeks after she and her daughter arrived in 
Kingsport, her new love walked out on her.

Stuck in Tennessee and too proud to 
call home for help, Denton worked two 
jobs. In 1992 she moved to Knoxville for 
a secretarial job. In 1993 she met another 
man, whom she ultimately accompanied 
to Maryville and married in 1999.

The Rev. Ann Robins, pastor of 
Logan s̓ Chapel UMC, remembers the 
first day Denton came to the church. The 
articulate, spiritually secure woman the 
pastor sees today is not the same woman 
she met in October 2002.

�There was fear and uncertainty in her 
eyes,� says Robins. �You could tell she 
wanted something different.�

Denton doesnʼt know exactly why she 
decided to get up one morning and go 
to Logan s̓ Chapel, but she does realize 
now that she was �going over the edge.� 
Alcohol and drug abuse was becoming �a 
permanent fixture� in her home. Money 
was tight. Broken relationships with her 
children and yet another unhealthy mar-
riage were taking its toll. 

Her husband made fun of her for going 
to church that morning (�Why, baby, they 
ainʼt going to let you in. You were drunk 
last night�), but Denton went anyway. 

To her surprise, God didnʼt slam the 
doors in her face and the people were 
kind. To Denton s̓ delight, Judy Clabough 
introduced her as �my friend.� And when 
Robins greeted her in the pew, Denton 
admittedly was surprised to meet a female 
preacher, but more impressed that Robins 
was warm and welcoming without prying 
into her past.

From then on, God put her on �fast for-
ward,� Denton says. She had a voracious 
appetite for reading the Bible. She attended 

church and Bible study regularly, sang in the choir and 
participated in the live nativity scene at Christmas. (�I 
was an angel!� Denton says, laughing again at the irony.) 
She stopped drinking and popping pills. She attended 
weekly counseling sessions with Robins.

Her husband disliked the transition and badgered her 
about it constantly. Denton hung tough, even though she 
struggled with her prior conceptions of faith based on 
Catholic and Mormon teachings.

�I had God in a box,� she says. �I even struggled with 
the fact that I was now in a church with a woman min-
ister. It was hard � But I know now that God put me 
exactly with the right minister and the right congrega-
tion. I didnʼt need another male figure in my life telling 
me how wrong I had been. I needed Ann.� 

Denton also cherished her relationships with her new 
friends, the congregation: �They did not show me any of 
the attitudes that I had experienced at other churches � 
They never looked at the person that I was when I walked 
in the door. They just kept looking at the person I was turn-
ing into � and encouraging that. I needed that church.�

A year later, Denton s̓ life took another dramatic turn. 
She liked the way that God was changing her, but her 
home life was increasingly difficult. Her husband, who 
had been unemployed for a year, became more resent-
ful of the changes in her life, of her new friends. Even 
though she dutifully cooked, cleaned and brought home 
a paycheck, he taunted her praying, her Bible reading, 
her disinterest in drinking with him.

The relationship came to a violent end on Dec. 11, 
when Denton s̓ husband came home and found her read-
ing the Bible again. The story she was reading: David 
and Goliath.

�I could tell he had been drinking,� Denton remem-
bers. �Normally, after he ate, he would go to sleep. But 
something set him off that night. He started screaming 
and hollering at me. I got up, but he followed me � 

�It didnʼt take long for me to realize that this man was 
intent on hurting me.�

The police report that details what happened to Denton 
that night is graphic. For three hours, she tried to escape 
from her husband and the house, but her eyeglasses and 
car keys had been knocked away, and she was trapped. 

All the while, Denton kept praying and thinking about 
how David had asked for God s̓ power. �Yes, it was my 
body going through it, but I donʼt remember a lot of 

pain,� she says. �I remember thinking, ʻIʼm so calm...� 

When Loganʼs Chapel member Sharon Coppinger 
heard a knock later that night, she didnʼt recognize the 
woman standing at her door.

�You couldnʼt tell who she was � Her face and hair 
were so messed up � She didnʼt have anything on but a 
nightgown and her socks, which were dripping wet. She 
was shaking so hard. I said, ʻPam, is that you?ʼ�

Denton had managed to escape from her husband, after 
finally finding her car keys. As she made her getaway, 
she remembered Coppinger s̓ words on the church steps a 
few weeks earlier.

�I told her, ʻIf you ever need me, you donʼt have to 
call. Just come,ʼ� says Coppinger, a nurse who was aware 
of Denton s̓ increasingly volatile home life. �I knew it 
was going to lead to that.� 

Even after Denton s̓ safe arrival at Coppinger s̓ door, the 
night was long and difficult. After Coppinger had warmed 
and soothed her battered friend, they went to the emergency 
room and then to the justice center to speak with detectives. 
The husband was arrested on the charges of �domestic vio-
lence with assault� early the next morning.

Over the next months, church members would step up 
to Denton s̓ aid. One family took her in for a few days. 
Another family found her a new home. Several men in 
the church moved her in. An overdue utility bill was paid 
anonymously. Donations were collected for Denton s̓ 
other expenses. Robins and other church friends accom-
panied her to numerous court dates. Cards and phone 
calls lifted Denton through the difficult days to come. 

�The greatest resource a church has is extending itself 
in love,� says Robins. �I canʼt even think of what would 
have happened to Pam if she hadnʼt already been a part of 
the Body of Christ.�

On a recent Sunday morning, Pam Denton is in 
the pulpit. She s̓ telling the story of the anonymously 
paid utility bill, relating it to stewardship in the life of 
the church. It s̓ clear that she is a strong witness in this 
church with 90 in average worship attendance.

�God is healing her and giving her a desire to share 
Christ with others,� Robins says gently. �There s̓ a fresh-
ness and newness about her witness that is invigorating.� 

There are still challenges, of course. Denton has weath-
ered a long legal battle for her husband s̓ recent conviction 
and a divorce that is expected to be final on Nov. 30. She 
still sleeps with her cell phone under her pillow, and her 
neighbors keep a watchful eye on her house. 

Denton smiles nervously when asked about her new 
role as lay leader. 

�I feel so overwhelmed and under-qualified,� she says. 
�Iʼm just taking it one day at a time. My goal is to get up 
everyday and re-surrender my life to God.�

But she is excited because her daughter has recently 
moved in with her and is expecting a baby daughter in 
February. She canʼt say enough about the church that �did 
exactly what the Body of Christ was instituted to do � 
Theyʼve just engulfed me with so much love that Iʼve 
never experienced before.�

And she is looking forward to the holidays for the first 
time in a long while.

�There has been so much turmoil in my life for the 
past few years that I canʼt help but be thankful,� she says. 
�Iʼm safe and secure in God, and I feel a joy in Christ.

�It s̓ a real, incredible sense of thanksgiving.� ■
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As Logan Chapel�s newly appointed lay leader, Pam Denton 
is a strong witness. �God is healing her and giving her a 
desire to share Christ with others,� says Pastor Ann Robins.

SNEEDVILLE, Tenn. � Jubilee 
Project seeks a college student who 
can serve as a summer intern for work 
camps. Some construction experi-
ence preferred. A stipend will be 
provided, with all meals and partial 
housing arrangements. Contact Randy 
Hildebrant at (423) 733-4195 or 
jubileecenter@hotmail.com. 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. � The Rev. 
Ashley Calhoun is seeking one or 
more Annual Conference backdrops 
that have not been returned. If your 
church has the 1989 �Hands of God� 
backdrop, call (865) 577-4244. ■


