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By all means 
serve somebody

I believe it was C. H. Spurgeon who 
wrote, “No one can help everybody, but 
everyone can help somebody.”  

I appreciate that piece of philosophy. 
It’s good theology, too.

O
ne of the painful lessons I learned long ago 
is that not everyone appreciates my approach to faith. Not everybody likes 
my style of ministry or my way of preaching. Learning this lesson provided 
enormous relief for me. I discovered I didn’t have to save the world. All I have 

to do is help save some and help serve some. I cannot reach or serve everyone, but I am 
uniquely gifted to reach some.

No local congregation will serve the needs of everyone. No pastor will satisfy the desires 
of every church member – or the people outside the church, for that matter.  

We don’t mean to exclude anyone, but some people will not find our form of worship 
particularly meaningful.  Some will feel we dilute the faith. Others will be convinced our 
approach is too definitive. 

Yet we know that many will respond to Jesus Christ through our witness. We know that 
we can serve some people who won’t be served by anyone else. 

All of this creates a healthy humility in us. None of us have perfected our expressions of 
faith. We are all partially flawed. But we are also individually and magnificently endowed 
with the gift of touching lives with the grace and love of God in ways that no one else can.

There is more to celebrate in our ability to serve somebody than to despair in our 
inability to serve everybody. ■
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Judicial ruling, 
continued from page 6

‘United Methodist Student Day’ is Nov. 25

‘Survivor wives’ will retreat in March 2002

Bishop’s Salute to Staff

Judicial Council meets twice yearly, 
whereas the General Conference, 
the denomination’s top legislative 
assembly, won’t meet until 2004.

The Parents Reconciling Net-
work, representing United Method-
ist parents of gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender people, expressed 
“cautious support” for the ruling. 
“The decision, though narrow, 
appropriately focused on process 
and not on the validity of Discipline 
statements regarding the church’s 
stance on homosexuality,” the 
group said. The network “believes 
this action is a step in the right 
direction because it honors the 
directive in the Discipline that gives 
the duty of determining the gifts 
and graces of clergy to annual 
conferences,” said Jamie Stroud of 
Philadelphia, national coordinator. 
The decision outlines the review 
process for annual conferences and 
rules out summary action without 
due process, she said. “This process 

should offer a 
measure of pro-

tection to gay and lesbian clergy.”
The Parents Reconciling Net-

work and the Chicago-based Rec-
onciling Ministries Network took 
aim at the United Methodist 
Church’s advertising campaign and 
its theme of “Open hearts. Open 
minds. Open doors. The people of 
the United Methodist Church.”

“The Judicial Council ruling 
sounds more like closed minds and 
closed closets,” said Marilyn Alex-
ander, Reconciling Ministries Net-
work executive director. Hetero-
sexual and “closeted” gay and les-
bian clergy members will not have 
their sexual behavior scrutinized, 
but openly gay or lesbian clergy 
members will be held to different 
standards, the group said. Reconcil-
ing Ministries advocates  full inclu-
sion of gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 
transgender people in the church. 

United Methodists of Color for 
a Fully Inclusive Church also was 
critical, comparing the decision to 
the church’s “earlier failures to 
grapple with issues of social justice  
and civil rights.” ■

Ministry board adopts
Hispanic theological 

education plan
■ NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) - The 

denomination’s Division of Ordained Ministry 
has adopted a national strategic plan to increase 
the number of seminary-trained pastors in the 

Hispanic commu-
nity.

As a beginning, 
the board will 
work to make 
seminaries more 
inviting to 
Hispanic students 
by:  setting aside 
funds for creative 
initiatives at 
United Methodist-
related seminaries; 
continuing to sup-
port a bi-annual 

Latino/Hispanic United Methodist Seminarian 
Retreat; awarding grants to United Methodist 
seminaries to develop training opportunities and 
resources for ministry with Hispanic students; 
and supporting the Hispanic Summer program 
sponsored by 40 seminaries and universities, 
including nine of the 13 United Methodist semi-
naries.

More than 40 million Hispanics live in the 
United States, and they represent the fastest-
growing segment of the population, according to 
the plan. In 2000, the church had 59 Hispanic 
seminarians, 42 of them enrolled in one of the 
13 United Methodist-related seminaries. Only 
two United Methodist Hispanics with doctoral 
degrees are teaching in those seminaries or other 
theological schools approved by the denomi-
nation’s University Senate, which determines 
whether schools meet the criteria for affiliating 
with the church. None of the schools has 
United Methodist Hispanic women with doc-
toral degrees in any field of religion.   

 “It is imperative that the United Methodist 
Church develop a strong cadre of leaders who 
can help Latino/a/Hispanic and other congre-
gations face the difficult challenges, and who 
will also help the church at large realize the 
joy and promise of the Latino/a/Hispanic pres-
ence among us,” said the Rev. Justo Gonzáles of 
Atlanta, the primary author of “Called Into Joy! 
An Initiative on Latino/a/Hispanic Theological 
Education.”

For more information on the Hispanic 
plan for theological education, contact the Sec-
tion of Deacons and Diaconal Ministries at 
sddm@gbhem.org or (615) 340-7375, or visit 
www.gbhem.org online. ■

British Methodists call
 for gambling restrictions

By the Methodist Church Media Office
■ The British Methodist Church is calling 

for strong safeguards to protect young people 
from the dangers of gambling. 

In response to recommendations that the 
gaming industry be deregulated, the Methodist 
Church said it welcomes plans to increase the 
age limit on certain forms of gambling but 
stresses that “18 should be the minimum age for 

all gambling.” 
“Britain is alone in Western Europe and 

the (United States) in allowing under-18s to 
gamble,” said Rachel Lampard, Methodist Sec-
retary for Parliamentary and Political Affairs. 
“Research suggests that the earlier a young 
person starts gambling, the more likely they are 
to develop problems as young adults.”

A statement sent to the British government 
calls for raising the age restriction for slot 
machines to 18 years. The minimum age for 
playing the National Lottery should be set to 18 
also, according to the church.

Lampard advocates taking social responsibil-
ity beyond the level of companies providing 
money to care for problem gamblers. She sug-
gests developing business practices that help 
to prevent addictive behavior as well as fund 
research, through a voluntary or statutory levy.

Positive measures might include “training 
for staff, corporate policies or testing that new 
games do not appeal disproportionately to vul-
nerable people.”

The United Methodist Church officially con-
siders gambling “a menace to society, deadly to 
the best interests of moral, social, economic and 
spiritual life, and destructive of good govern-
ment.” The denomination and its annual confer-
ences, including Holston, have actively opposed 
gambling initiatives in the United States. ■ 

Bishops: Church ratifies 
constitutional amendments

■ LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. (UMNS) - 
All 11 amendments to the constitution of the 
United Methodist Church, approved by the 2000 
General Conference, have been ratified by the 
required aggregate two-thirds vote of the 177 
annual (regional) conferences in the United 
States, Europe, Africa and the Philippines.

The church’s Council of Bishops made the 
announcement Nov. 8, during their weeklong 
meeting at Lake Junaluska. 

Only Amendment IV relating to baptism and 
church membership caused much debate across 
the church prior to the voting by regional units 
this year. 

The amendment makes it clear that upon 
baptism all individuals are considered “baptized 
members” of the church. Once vows are taken 
declaring their Christian faith, they become 
“professing members.” Heretofore, baptized 
infants have been considered “preparatory mem-
bers” until they are old enough to profess their 
own faith. This is usually done at the age of 11 
or 12 in a service of confirmation.

The amendment brings the denomination’s 
baptism ritual, “By Water and the Spirit,” and 
the Book of Discipline into agreement regarding 
membership. ■

➤Full text of “News Briefs” may be viewed 
at http://umns.umc.org/.

NEWS BRIEFS

Gay Clergy

“While it would be won-
derful if every time 
we encountered evil, 

God would just lift his magical staff 
to split the sea and slay our foes, 
that is apparently not his plan for 
our Modern Pharaoh, Osama bin 
Laden. For there are some seas that 
only men must split.”

➤Rabbi Marvin Hier, dean and 
founder of the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center, in a letter to President 
Bush urging him to continue military 
strikes on Afghanistan throughout 
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

who said that? 
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tial security issues and make appropriate 
changes, said the Rev. Ron Matthews, con-
ference director of finance and adminis-
tration. As supervisor of the conference’s 
Johnson City office, Matthews recently had 
a mirror installed to improve the reception-
ist’s ability to see the entrance. 

“Every congregation needs to be more 
sensitive to security,” he said. “You never 
know when someone will do something 
unrelated to the terrorist attacks.”

“Bomb & Disease Threat Management 
Procedures” is available at www.gcfa.org 
or by contacting Anne Travis at (865) 
690-4080. In the meantime, Holston mem-
bers and staff should not succumb to panic, 
but continue to go about the business of 
reaching people for Christ.

“We need to have the spirit of faith 
that God is going to take care of us,” said 
Lynice Broyles, president of the Holston 
Conference Secretaries Association and 
administrative assistant at Sulphur Springs 
UMC. “Our faith will carry us through.” ■

The Holston Conference was repre-
sented in Nashville by the Rev. Gary 
Grogg, Ministry Design Team chair; Jean 
Henderson, Discipleship Team chair; and 
Jay Garrison, Chancellor.

By restructuring, Holston leaders hoped 
to make the conference’s decision-making 
process more efficient, facilitating more 
discussion among leadership groups and 
enabling ministry at the local church level 
without lengthy approval processes.

The Judicial Council’s rigorous accep-
tance process forced Holston to alter some 
of its proposals, reducing the impact of 
anticipated sweeping changes, conference 
leaders said.

“We’ve made a lot of concessions,” 
Grogg said.

For example, following the Ministry 
Design Team’s most recent presentation, 
the Judicial Council ordered Holston to 
return the responsibility of leadership 
development to the Board of Ordained 
Ministry. Originally, the Ministry Design 
Team planned to have the Board interact 
with the conference Nurture Team. 

Following this change and two others, 
the Ministry Design Team will ask the 2002 
Holston Annual Conference for acceptance 
and send acknowledgment of changes to 
the Judicial Council, sealing the approval.  

 “We’re glad we’ve been able to 
make the modifications and move forward,” 
Grogg said. “We’re very proud that we’re 
the first Annual Conference to have our 
restructure approved.”

After years of effort by Holston leaders 
to shape a new organization, Chancellor 
Garrison expressed appreciation for the 
Judicial Council ruling. 

“So much time was spent by the [Minis-
try Design Team] to examine the discipline 
and requirements to do the new things they 
wanted to do,” he said. “I felt like we had 
the best chance to have our restructuring 
approved.” ■

Terrorism, 
continued from page 1

Design for Ministry,
continued from page 1

More than 40 
million Hispanics 
live in the United 
States, and they
represent the
fastest-growing 
segment of the 
population, 
according to
 the plan. 

I join a chorus of voices across the 
Holston Conference in saluting our 
communications staff for bold, cre-

ative and committed leadership.
Our conference is at the cutting edge 

with a newly formatted and locally created 
and produced newspaper. Our web page is 
distinctive and inviting. The online-meeting 
technology has been successfully modeled.

I thank God for staff persons of the past 
like Susan Grove-DeJarnett who so faith-

fully labored, always envisioning what we 
have achieved. I am grateful for our Com-
munications Team members and for Fred 
Gault who boldly lifted this vision for 
an exceptional communications ministry in 
this conference. We are blessed! Thank you 
Kevin Slimp, Annette Bender, Donna Han-
kins and Dion Dykes. ■

Ray Chamberlain Jr.

I f they can survive until then, Holston 
Conference ministers’ wives will 
gather for an annual retreat March 

14-16, 2002, at Oak Tree Lodge in Pigeon 
Forge, Tenn. The theme is “Survivors By 
the Grace of God.”

Guest speaker will be Joy Carr, director 
of ministry for the Southeastern Jurisdic-
tion Administrative Council. Her topic: 
“Transitions and the Fourth Little Pig.” 

Other highlights include Marisa Wine-
gar who will present “a program of popular 
music specifically designed for survivors in 
the parsonage,” organizers said. Workshop 
topics include “Scrapbooking for Penny 

Pinchers” and “Survive and Stay Alive.” 
Activities include “Water Aerobics in the 
Cement Pond” and “Sing-a-long with Mary 
Ellen.”

“We are trying to stir up a lot of enthusi-
asm about the retreat,” said Laura Archer 
of the Johnson City District, which is co-
sponsoring the retreat with the Kingsport 
District. “It’s not only fun but forms a won-
derful support group for the wives.”

➤Registration is $75 for overnight 
guests or $30 for commuters. Registration 
deadline is Feb. 1, 2002. For more informa-
tion, contact Registrar Lori Sluder at (423) 
753-2614 or mgsluder@aol.com. ■

O bserved on the last Sunday of 
November, United Methodist Stu-
dent Sunday calls the church to 

support students as they prepare for life in 
uniting faith with knowledge. The offering 
receipts support United Methodist scholar-
ships and the United Methodist Student 
Loan Fund.

United Methodist Student Day, as 
required by The Book of Discipline, is one 
of “six special church-wide Sundays with 

offerings [which] shall be celebrated in each 
United Methodist Church.”

Through special Student Day gift 
offerings, members provide undergraduate 
scholarships for students attending United 
Methodist-related schools and loans to stu-
dents whose commitment is demonstrated 
by the lowest loan-default rate (0.1 percent) 
of any such program in the United States. 
Each year $50,000 is returned to annual 
conferences for merit scholarship awards to 
students of their choosing.

➤For more 
information about 
student scholar-
ships and loans, see 
your pastor or con-
tact the General 
Board of Higher 
Education and 
Ministry, P.O. Box 
871, Nashville, TN 
37212, (615) 
340-7406, or visit 
www.gbhem.org. ■

By  Kevin Slimp
 Holston Director of Communications

I was a little surprised when I 
received an email message from a 
member in Virginia early this week 

concerning the recent pastoral letter 
released by the Bishops of the United 
Methodist Church. Frankly, I couldn’t 
find anything in the letter that would 
be interpreted as offensive to anyone. 
The next day there was a phone call 
from the southern area of the confer-
ence concerning the same letter.

It wasn’t until Al Bowles, Chatta-
nooga District Superintendent, showed 
me a newspaper clipping from the 
Chattanooga newspaper that things 
became clear. The headline, “Method-
ists criticize war effort,” was embla-
zoned across the top of the article. 
The article, credited to The Associated 
Press, also found its way to the Roa-
noke, Virginia newspaper.

In 1985 I was fortunate to hear 
Lewis Grizzard, well-known newspa-
per columnist and humorist, speak at a 
conference in Alabama. At one point, 
referring to criticisms newspapers take 
for not presenting facts accurately, 
Grizzard said, “What do people want? 
It only costs a quarter.” He went on to 
add, “Let us raise the price to $7.95 a 

copy. Then newspapers will be truthful 
and accurate.”

The article which found its way into 
the Chattanooga and Roanoke newspa-
pers was a prime example of a reporter 
who didn’t release truthful or accurate 
statements. The article began, “President 
Bush’s denomination, the United Meth-
odist Church, implicitly criticized the U.S. 
war effort Friday, declaring that ‘violence 
in all of its forms and expressions is con-
trary to God’s purpose for the world.’”

I’ve read the pastoral letter several 
times and asked others to do the same. 
We have yet to find any criticism of the 
U.S. war effort. The only mention of Pres-
ident Bush is when the bishops offer their 
“fervent and constant prayer” for several 
groups, including the prayer, “for Presi-
dent Bush and the leaders of all nations 
that they may have  wisdom and courage 
to lead people toward justice and peace.”

J.N. Howard, Superintendent of the 
Wytheville District, told me that the pas-
tors of his district have written a “letter 
to the editor” of the Roanoke newspa-
per expressing their concern about the 
misinformation presented in this arti-
cle. I’m sure others will do the same. 
The sad part of this is that many folks, 
both United Methodists and others, have 
already read the Associated Press arti-
cle and accepted it as truth.


