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P lanting new churches 
among new popula-
tion groups has been 

the church’s priority since 
the first church in Jerusalem 
sent Barnabus to Antioch to 
see what God was doing 
among the Gentiles.

Barnabas found just the 
right person who understood 
these new believers in Paul 
of Tarsus. After about a year 
it was time to build a congre-
gation of believers who were 
the first to be called Christians. 
Paul and Barnabas were commissioned to set 
sail to Cyprus to preach the gospel. (Acts 11, 12, 13)

Churches starting churches has been the pat-
tern since the first century. This method of mul-
tiplication has its roots in the New Testament.

The mission of starting new churches is con-
tinuing in Holston, where this challenge is a pri-
ority among conference leaders. This priority 
will be the focus of the Bishop’s Conference on 

New Church Development,” 
offered in Gatlinburg on Jan. 
24 and 25, 2002. Leaders 
from across the United Meth-
odist Church will provide 
leadership: Steve Compton 
of the North Carolina Confer-
ence; Denny Buwalda, West 
Michigan Conference; and 
Dick Freeman, North Ala-
bama Conference.

One estimate is that 
Holston Conference needs 
to start nine new churches 

each year to keep up with 
growth in population.

To register for the “Bishop’s Conference 
on New Church Development,” log on to the 
conference website at www.holston.org; email 
sueweber@holston.org; or call (865) 690-4080.

➤The Rev. John Ripley is the conference’s 
director of new church development.  ■
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conference calendars: in memoriam:

exchange:

■ Charlie D. Mehaffey
MAGGIE VALLEY, N.C.

C harlie Mehaffey, 99, died Oct. 25 at 
his Maggie Valley residence. The Rev. 
Mehaffey was a retired minister who 

had served many churches in the Holston Con-
ference.

Funeral services were held Oct. 28 at 
Maggie Valley UMC with the Rev. Vince 
Mehaffey, the Rev. Al Mehaffey and Gene 
Mehaffey officiating. Burial followed at Gar-
rett-Hillcrest Memorial Gardens.

He is survived by two sons, Gene Mehaffey 
of Hilton Head, S.C., and Al Mehaffey of 
Waynesville, N.C.; two grandchildren; two 
stepgrandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to Maggie Valley 
UMC or to Peachtree UMC Building Fund. ■

They make nice Christmas gifts

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—A few Holston 
Conference 2002 calendars are still available 
from the communications office. 

Make checks to “Holston Conference” and 
send $8 per calendar to: Holston Calendar, P.O. 
Box 32939, Knoxville, TN  37923. ■

By  John Ripley

■ KNOXVILLE, Tenn.:
 The Holston Conference seeks a 

Director of United Methodist campus 
ministry. Must be active United Method-
ist (lay or clergy) with a college degree 
(post-graduate work desirable but not 
required). The director is responsible for 
working with students to develop and 
implement a program of activity consis-
tent with the mission of the campus min-
istry, representing the campus ministry 
to the university community and to the 
Campus Ministry Association, supervis-
ing any support staff, ensuring upkeep and 
maintenance of the building housing the 
campus ministry, and overseeing residents 
and use of the facilities by outside persons 
or groups. The director should be com-
mitted to campus ministry. She or he 
should possess appropriate organizational, 
administrative, and counseling skills and 
work effectively with local United Meth-
odist Churches, the related districts, and 
the Holston Conference and its agencies. 
The director is accountable to the Director 
of Connectional Ministries and the Board 
of Directors of the campus ministry. 
Ordination as a deacon or elder in the 
United Methodist Church is helpful, but 
not required. The campus minister is an 
employee of Holston Conference. Posi-
tion will begin on July 1, 2002. Salary 
is negotiable. Submit a cover letter and 
resume to Campus Ministry Search Com-
mittee, c/o Anne Travis, Director of Con-
nectional Ministries, P.O. Box 32939, 
Knoxville, TN 37930-2939. The review 
of resumes will begin on Dec. 10 and 
continue until the position is filled. ■

■ KNOXVILLE, Tenn.:
Growing United Methodist Church 

seeks part-time Children’s Director. 
Person with experience and commitment 
to Christian faith and the United Method-
ist Church. Effective relational skills and 
ability to cast vision for children is neces-
sary. Send resume to: Search Committee, 
First UMC, 3316 Kingston Pike, Knox-
ville, TN  37919, fax (865) 525-5264, or 
Helen@knoxvillefumc.org. ■

■ SUNBRIGHT, Tenn.:
Executive Director wanted for Mor-

gan-Scott Project, a Christian cooperative 
serving two counties. Bachelor’s degree 
or comparable education or experience. 
Must demonstrate organizational skills, 
program development skills, effective oral 
and written communication skills, ability 
to coordinate community outreach and 
cooperative activities, and financial man-
agement accountability. Successful appli-
cant will be required to live in Morgan or 
Scott County. Starting salary in the mid 
20s, plus benefits, negotiable, commen-
surate with experience. Send resume by 
Dec. 15 to: P.O. Box 177, Sunbright, TN  
37872. ■

■ SURGOINSVILLE, Tenn.:
First UMC of Surgoinsville seeks a 

part-time Youth Director. Application 
deadline is Dec. 10. Call (423) 
345-2279.■  M

TOWNSEND, Tenn.– Members of Tuck-
aleechee UMC show off a homemade quilt 
for sell at a fall festival held on Nov. 
7. Funds raised from selling crafts and 
baked goods at the festival will be used for 
United Methodist Women missions. Moving 
the annual event to Election Day improved 
attendance, organizers said. Tuckaleechee 
is located in the Maryville District. 

Election Day Quilt

M

Snapshot:

Violence in all forms ‘contrary 
to God’s purpose,’ bishops say

By Tom McAnally

LAKE  JUNALUSKA, N.C. (UMNS) -– During the closing hours of their weeklong 
meeting Nov. 5-9, the United Methodist Council of Bishops issued a pastoral letter offering 
words of “hope and peace” to people struggling with the consequences and fear of terrorism. 

They also expressed concern for the “thousands of people who live in fear and terror and 
those displaced by war and poverty.” Violence in all its forms and expressions is contrary to 
God’s purpose for the world, they declared. The letter was approved Nov. 9.

Officials of the council issued a statement within hours of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, 
but their semiannual meeting at Lake Junaluska was the first opportunity for all bishops to 
explore issues with one another and to consider what action they should take as “pastors” of 
the church and its nearly 10 million members worldwide.  

To accompany the brief pastoral letter, the bishops are planning a list of resources, 
developed in cooperation with the top executives of churchwide agencies. The list, expected 
soon, will include official statements on war, peace and terrorism adopted by the 2000 
General Conference and found in the Book of Discipline and Book of Resolutions. The 
General Conference, a legislative assembly of nearly 1,000 delegates that meets every four 
years, is the only body that can speak officially for the church. 

The bishops voted to ask one of the church’s agencies, United Methodist Communica-
tions in Nashville, Tenn., to include a resource guide for the study of terrorism in the next 
edition of Interpreter, a magazine sent to nearly 300,000 pastors and local church officials.

The bishops also voted to ask the United Methodist Publishing House in Nashville 
to reissue “In Defense of Creation,” a document on nuclear concerns, which the council 
produced in 1986. They asked that the reprinted document have a new introduction that will 
explain its relevance to “America’s new war.”

Each bishop agreed to take responsibility for distribution of the letter in his or her own area.  

➤McAnally is director of United Methodist News Service, the church’s official news 
agency. The full text of the bishops’ pastoral letter is available at http://umns.umc.org/01/
nov/525.htm.

Afghan families at a camp for internally displaced persons in Navabad, Afghani-
stan, face a harsh winter. Some 260,000 people inhabit this camp alone. The Rev. 
Ray Buchanan, a United Methodist pastor and executive director of Stop Hunger 
Now, traveled to Afghanistan with a relief assessment team in October. Relief activi-
ties will include the distribution of food, winter clothing and blankets, along with 
some health care provided by a doctor and two nurses, expected to be in place by 
mid-November, Buchanan said. 

Families:

By United Methodist
News Service

The United Methodist Judicial Coun-
cil’s recent decision regarding gay 
clergy is drawing praise and criticism 

from independent groups in the denomination.
The church’s supreme court ruled in a 

lengthy decision that two passages in 
the denomination’s Book of Discipline do 
not contradict each other regarding the 
appointment of ministers who are gays or 
lesbians. One passage forbids the ordination 
and appointment of “self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals,” while the other states that 
all clergy in good standing shall receive 
appointments. The Pacific Northwest Annual 
(regional) Conference requested that the 
court issue a declaratory decision on the pas-
sages after two openly gay clergy members 
requested appointments to local churches. 
The two pastors are deemed in good stand-
ing by the conference.

In its Oct. 24-26 session, the court ruled 
that a bishop couldn’t unilaterally deny a 
clergy person an appointment without going 

through the due process outlined in the Book 
of Discipline. It also ruled that the acknowl-
edgement of being in a same-gender rela-
tionship is sufficient cause for a pastor to 
undergo ministerial review.

The ruling was praised by some groups 
for upholding the 
denomination’s pro-
hibition against gays 
and lesbians being 
appointed in min-
istry. Other groups 
expressed concern 
about the 
implications that the 
ruling could have for 
the rights of sexual 
minorities in the church.

The executive committee of Good News 
applauded the Judicial Council’s decision. 
Good News, based in Wilmore, Ky., is a 
United Methodist evangelical renewal orga-
nization, and it publishes a magazine by the 
same name. 

“This decision strengthens the church’s 
present position while assuring fair process,” 

said the Rev. James V. Heidinger II, presi-
dent and publisher of Good News. The deci-
sion guarantees that people who publicly 
acknowledge same-gender relationships, as 
the Rev. Karen Dammann did in the Paci-
ficNorthwest, “must have their ministerial 

relationship reviewed 
by the annual confer-
ence,” Heidinger said. 
“In that review pro-
cess, she must be 
asked if she were 
involved in sexual 
activity with a 
member of her 
gender, and if she 
answers affirmatively, 

it clarifies that she is what the Discipline 
refers to as a ‘self-avowed practicing homo-
sexual’ and thus ineligible for appointment.

“This ruling prohibits a bishop from 
declaring unilaterally that one is no longer 
a ‘member in good standing,’ which protects 
all clergy from arbitrary dismissal,” Hei-
dinger said. “At the same time, it affirms 
the church’s commitment to fair process as 

well as to the conviction that the practice of 
homosexuality remains ‘incompatible with 
Christian teaching.’”

John Stumbo, representing the Coalition 
for United Methodist Accountability, found 
that the Judicial Council’s decision agreed 
with the main points of a brief that he had 
filed with the court. CUMA was formed in 
2000 by three conservative groups, including 
Good News, to enforce the denomination’s 
Book of Discipline. 

Now the church must wrestle with the 
question of how it defines “self-avowed 
practicing homosexual,” said Stumbo, an 
attorney and the mayor of Fort Valley, Ga. 
That is a question that he hopes will not be 
left up to the individual annual conferences 
but will be decided at the general church 
level, he said. “We need uniformity across 
the church,” he explained.

“It’s going to take either Judicial Council 
or the General Conference to bring clarity 
to that, and I hope it will be the Judicial 
Council rather than have to wait on the 
General Conference,” Stumbo said. The 

Unofficial church groups react to Judicial Council ruling

➤See ‘Judicial ruling,’ on page 7

Holston camps
retain accreditation

JOHNSON CITY, Tenn.— Confer-
ence leaders were notified Oct. 22 
that Camp Buffalo Mountain and Camp 
Wesley Woods have met accreditation 
standards of the American Camping 
Association.

The camps join two other Holston 
Conference camps, Lookout and Dicken-
son, achieving accreditation under stan-
dards revised in 1998. 

The American Camping Association is 
a national organization that serves as an 
accrediting agency for organized camps. 
Meeting national standards is a critical 
component of delivering “all the quality 
camping experience that our children and 
their families demand and deserve,” said 
the Rev. Randy Pasqua, Holston director 
of camping and leisure ministries.

“The boards and the staff of these camps 
deserve the congratulations of the confer-
ence for this high and important achieve-
ment.” 

Holston camps served more than 3,100 
children in summer 2001, an increase from 
2,851 in 2000. The 2002 camping theme is 
“In the Majesty of the Earth.” ■

Confirmation retreats   
available in March

Youth counselors, ministers and 
educators are encouraged to bring 
their confirmation youth to 

“Claim the Name” retreats scheduled at 
Holston Conference camps in March 2002.

The retreats are designed to supple-
ment the confirmation programs taking 
place in the local church. They can 
also be a central focus to build upon 
for churches without formal confirmation 
classes. 

Cost of the event is $40 per confir-
mand, $20 per adult. Confirmation class 
leaders pastors and/or educators) must 
attend. Adult counselors must also attend 
to supervise confirmands of same gender 
at a ratio of at least one to five. Fees 
include lodging, three meals per day, 
snacks, insurance and program expenses. 
Registration deadline is two weeks prior 
to the event.

Retreat planners will be using “Claim 
the Name” confirmation resource materi-
als by Cokesbury. A detailed reservation 
packet is available upon request from 
Holston Conference Camping, P.O. Box 
2506, Johnson City, TN 37605, and (423) 
928-2156. Or, contact the directors of 
these host campsites: 

➤March 1-2: Buffalo Mountain,
 Jonesborough, Tenn., Christina Dowling-
Soka (423) 753-6678
➤March 15-16: Wesley Woods, 
Townsend, Tenn., David Leach (865) 
448-2246
➤March 15-16: Dickenson, Fries, Va., 
John Ousley (276) 744-7241
➤March 22-23: Lookout, Lookout Moun-
tain, Tenn., Don Washburn (706) 820-1163 

camp news:
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new church development:

It all began in the New Testament …

The ruling was praised
 by some groups for

 upholding the denomination�s 
prohibition against gays

 and lesbians being 
appointed in ministry.

L
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