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commentary:

How is it with your soul?

A long time ago, a friend asked me, “How is it with your soul?” He wasn’t 

asking that as one might ask a person on the sidewalk, “How are you?” while 

walking on without waiting for an answer. I tried to pass off an answer with 

“It’s fine.” My friend did not accept my initial answer. Instead my friend waited for 

an answer through the sighing, hesitating, and obvious uncomfortable feelings that 

emerged as I pondered the question in the silence that settled before I gave a more 

serious response. My life has not been the same since.

When have you (or people from your church) asked that question and waited for 

an answer? When have you really wanted to know the state of one’s relationship with 

God? When have you taken the time to hear about another’s wrestling with the gospel 

message of Jesus’ love, justice, and mercy? When have you bothered to share the 

power of God’s work in your life? When have you invited others to offer their lives in 

response to God’s call to obedience and faithfulness?

I don’t ask these questions idly. Our task is to take these kinds of 

questions seriously. All of us are expected to offer Christ to others 

-- not to hoard the gospel story or the message of God’s saving 

love in our lives.

Historically, the church has embraced the evangelistic task of 

ministry. It has stated repeatedly that the story of the gospel is to 

be shared. It has declared again and again that the church’s task 

is to go into the entire world to proclaim the gospel and to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ.

Over time that call of ministry has been relegated to a function of the church’s 

ministry described as evangelism. That function has produced programs and products 

to help the church in its effort to tell the gospel story to those who have not yet heard it. 

While some of these efforts have helped the church to be in ministry, some of what we 

have done has had the effect of isolating the work of evangelism from the heart of the 

church’s ministry. When the work of evangelism is given to a few who have the most 

affinity for inviting others to faith in Jesus Christ, on the face of it, the remainder of the 

church is released from its evangelistic responsibility. While that is obviously not true, 

the perception is present, and the perception must be challenged.

 To challenge the perception is not to judge programs and resources that deal with 

evangelism or to take issue with evangelists. It is, rather, to ask a question about the 

state of our hearts and souls. Do we so passionately believe in the gospel that our 

whole beings overflow with the need, the desire, and the requirement to tell the faith 

stories and to invite others to a journey of faith in Jesus Christ? Or is our relationship 

with God so stagnated that we feel neither the desire to grow in faith nor the call to 

tell anyone else about it?

 While I believe that some programs and resources that support the church’s 

evangelistic task of ministry are useful and essential, I do not believe that they 

ultimately will bring church people around to sharing the gospel story with others. I 

believe that the primary source of strength and power to do that work comes from the 

state of our souls.  Thus, the question from my friend is critically important. How is the 

state of your soul? Is it brimming over with love of God so that you are compelled by 

love to offer Christ to others? Or, is your soul so parched, dry, and longing for a word 

from God that you hoard any offering that comes your way so as to replenish your own 

being? Maybe so, but one who is filled with the living water of Christ’s love can hardly 

cease from sharing the Source of that love with another. ■
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       Church Hill, Tenn.
 Church Hill First UMC seeks a part-time 
nursery worker and part-time youth director. 
For job descriptions, call (423) 357-5564 or 
send resume to: P.O. Box 307, Church Hill, 
TN  37642. 

    Surgoinsville, Tenn.
First UMC of Surgoinsville is seeking a part-
time youth director for youth in grades 7 
through 12. Deadline for applications is Dec. 
10, 2001. Call (423) 345-2279 for informa-
tion on how to apply. 

■ Evanston, Ill.
 The General Commission on the Status and 
Role of Women in the United Methodist 
Church seeks candidates for its General Sec-
retariat position. For fullest consideration, 
applications must be received by Dec. 17, 
2001. Visit www.umc.org/gcsrw or contact 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough at (614) 844-6200 
ext. 215 for more information. ■

Nancy Scott Seay
■ Chattanooga, Tenn.

 Nancy Scott Seay, 48, of Chattanooga 
died Oct. 24, 2001, after a long fight with 
cancer. She was the wife of the Rev. Tom 
Seay, Holston minister and pastor at Tyner 
UMC. She was a member of Tyner. 

Seay is survived by her husband; sons, 
Paul and Ryan Seay, both of Chattanooga; 
her father, Russell Scott of Oakdale, Tenn.; 
a brother, Gary Scott; a niece, nephew, and 
several aunts, uncles and cousins.

Graveside services were held Oct. 27 
at Hamilton Memorial Gardens. A worship 
celebration was also held on Oct. 27 with the 
Rev. Al Bowles, the Rev. Brian Burch and 
the Rev. J.N. Howard officiating.

Memorial contributions may be made 
to Tyner UMC Handicapped Ministry Fund 
or the Building Fund, 6805 Standifer Gap 
Road, Chattanooga TN 37421. ■

in memoriam:

exchange:

November 11, 2001 is 
Organ Donor Sunday 

The United Methodist Church desig-
nates the second week of November as 
Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday – this 
year, on Nov. 11. The event is close to 
Thanksgiving because it’s “viewed as time 
to come together around the issues of life 
and Thanksgiving,” according to the United 
Methodist Church website at www.umc.org.

■ Congregations are encouraged to sup-
port OTDS by including the topic in their 
worship services. For more information, 
contact: 

! Tri-Cities area or southwest Virginia: 
Mountain Region Donor Services, (888) 
562-3774 or kkennedy@dcids.org
! Knoxville and surrounding areas:
Tennessee Donor Services, (865) 588-1031
! Chattanooga and surrounding areas: Ten-
nessee Donor Services (423) 756-5736. ■
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■ What�s Your Size?
The Call uses the following symbols to 

identify articles about small, medium or large 
churches:

Churches with average 85 or fewer in
 principle weekly worship service(s)
Average 86 to 225 in worship service(s)
Average 226 or more in worship service(s)
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Terror victims
donations will not
sap other charities
    (RNS) Most Americans who made chari-
table donations in response to the Sept. 11 
attacks on the Pentagon and World Trade 
Centers say they intend to give as much or 
more than they usually give to other chari-
ties, according to a report released Oct. 23 
by a nonprofit coalition of charitable groups.
    About 70 percent of the 1,009 respondents 
to the Independent Sector poll said they con-
tributed to disaster-related charities in some 
form after the attacks, including 58 percent 
who donated money to such charities.
    Of those who donated money, more 
than half -- 73 percent -- said they would 
maintain or increase their usual giving to 
charitable causes. About 26 percent said they 
would reduce their usual giving or not give 
any more money at all.
    About half of all respondents said a 
weakening economy would not affect their 
charitable giving. About 28 percent said a 
weakening economy would cause them to 
reduce giving “somewhat,” while 11 percent 
said such a situation would cause them to 
greatly reduce giving. Nine percent said they 
would stop giving completely if the econ-
omy weakened.
    The economy’s performance “presents a 
cause for concern,” said Sara E. Melendez, 
president and CEO of Independent Sector.
    “The convergence of three factors -- the 
terrorist attacks, a shaky economy, and rising 
needs -- has made this a precarious time for 
charities as they work to serve their commu-
nities,” Melendez said. “However, the results 
of this poll indicate that most Americans are 
thinking of their giving to Sept. 11 charities 
as over and above their normal giving.”

survey:
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paper. However, readers will still receive national 
news in this publication via the United Methodist 
News Service and Religion News Service.
 The transition to an eight-page in-house pub-
lication also enables the communications staff to 
provide four color pages instead of two, and six 
pages of local news instead of four. “Our research 
indicated there were a lot of folks who would like 
the additional coverage Holston could receive in an 
independent publication,” Slimp said.
Spin-offs 
 The communications staff is also introducing 
new tools and dramatic improvements in the way 
they get information to church members.
  Beginning Oct. 24, congregations have had 
access to The Sunday Call, a mini-version of this 
newspaper. The bulletin insert is posted weekly at 
www.holston.org for churches to download, print 
and insert in their Sunday bulletins.
  The Sunday Call is an attractive 4.25 x 5.5 
inch (half letter-size page) document containing 
news of general interest to local churches. The size 
fits neatly into most church bulletins. The publi-

cation is downloadable in two formats: PDF and 
Microsoft Word. 
 The PDF version contains text and photos in a 
PDF file. The PDF can be opened using an Acro-
bat Reader (installed on most newer computers, or 
download a free copy at www.adobe.com). 
 The Microsoft Word version is provided for 
readers without access to Acrobat Reader. It will 
have fewer graphic elements but contain the same 
text as the PDF version.
 A new edition of The Sunday Call will be avail-
able online every Wednesday at www.holston.org. 
There is no cost to any Holston Conference 
church.
 Beginning Nov. 5, Holston members also have 
access to a new web version of the newspaper, 
The Call Online. New issues are posted online at 
www.holston.org every other Monday – a few days 
before the print version arrives by mail.
 For more information about these new ser-
vices, contact Holston Webmaster Donna Han-
kins at donnahankins@holston.org or (865) 
690-4080. ■

Team Chair Fred Gault in Chattanooga acted as 
monitor. Transcripts were later made available 
to members who couldn’t participate.

Steve Hawkins, Communications Team 
member and 6:00 news anchor at WCBY-TV 
in Bristol, Va., said he appreciated the conve-
nience of the cyber conference. 

“I like the idea of an online meeting versus 
driving to Knoxville,” he said. “It’s much easier 
to block out 45 minutes to an hour than to be out 
of the office for a half day or more.” Hawkins is 
lay leader at First UMC, Bristol, Tenn.

 Slimp said he hoped the experimental meet-
ing helped demonstrate to Holston members 
that “it’s important to keep up with technology. 
We spend way too much time traveling to meet-
ings.” 

He added, “At times, of course, it’s impor-
tant to meet face to face.” Online meetings are 
best used for addressing one or two issues rather 
than several. ■

Conference groups interested in 
scheduling online meetings should contact: 

Donna Hankins at (865) 690-4080 or 
DonnaHankins@holston.org

Online Meetings, continued from page 1

Day of Understanding
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We Took the Plunge, continued from page 1

          MORRISTOWN, Tenn.

At the Wesley Institute’s “Day of 
Prayer and Understanding” on Oct. 

19, panelists discuss with audience members 
the implications of terrorist attacks, past and 
future. About 60 Holston ministers attended 
the day-long gathering, which also included 
speaker presentations, lunch, and worship 
led by Bishop Ray Chamberlain. According 
to Wesley Institute Director Rev. Kim God-
dard, the idea for the event came during 
a conversation about possible workshops 
for the Ministers’ Convocation in February 
2002. “We thought about something to give 
clergy resources for addressing the Sept. 11 
attacks, and then it just occurred to us that 
February was too long to wait. We needed 
to do something as soon as possible.” Par-
ticipating during the gathering hosted by 
Trinity UMC are from left to right: Dr. Caro-
lyn Patton, Knoxville marriage and family 
therapist; Dr. Samir Saliba, Emory & Henry 
professor of political science; Dr. M. Doug-
las Meeks, Vanderbilt University professor 
of theology and Wesleyan studies; the Rev. 
Ron Matthews, Holston director of finance 
services and Desert Storm veteran; and the 
Rev. Daniel Taylor Jr., moderator. ■

▲     

Grants available for youth,
young adult ministries

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – United Methodists involved in cutting-edge 
ministries with youth and young adults may obtain grants of up to $15,000 from the 
denomination’s four program agencies. 

The grants are available under the auspices of the Shared Mission Focus on 
Young People, a global initiative of the denomination. They are designed to enable 
creative, life-transforming ministries with young people, said the Rev. Drew Dyson, 
the executive director.

The grants are being offered through the United Methodist boards of Church and 
Society, Global Ministries, Higher Education and Ministry, and Discipleship. Work-
ing collaboratively with general boards and agencies, annual and central conferences, 
and local churches, the initiative seeks to set flame to a movement throughout the 
church that transforms how United Methodists think and do ministry with and for 
young people, Dyson said.

The money would assist local churches, annual conferences in the United States 
and central conferences abroad, cooperative parishes, ecumenical shared ministries, 
campus ministries, youth serving agencies, and United Methodist organizations work-
ing with churches in programs for youth and young adults.  

Ministries may receive grants of up to $15,000 per year for up to three years. 
Projects may be funded once or for the full three-year cycle. 

The deadline for applications for the first funding cycle is Jan. 15. For more 
information, contact the office of the Shared Mission Focus on Young People at (877) 
899-2780, Ext. 1780, or by e-mail at smfyp@gbod.org.

New Korean-English hymnal out soon

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – “Come, Let Us Worship,” a 
new Korean-English hymnal, will be released in mid-November 
by the United Methodist Publishing House.

The hymnal is expected to replace the Tongil Hymnal, used 
by most Korean Protestant churches. It will include more recent 
hymns; help congregations meet the needs of the first, “1.5” 
and second generations of Korean-Americans; support bilingual 
worship; and provide a standard Korean translation of the offi-
cial rituals.

The book may be ordered for $10.50 by calling (800) 
672-1789, Ext. 6638, or by going to www.cokesbury.com online.

Church agency studies cross-racial clergy appointments

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) - A three-year study is under way to analyze cross-
cultural and cross-racial clergy appointments in the United Methodist Church. Lucia 
Ann McSpadden, a researcher commissioned by the denomination’s Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry, shared preliminary research results at a cross-cultural/cross-
racial appointment consultation held Oct. 2-3 in Nashville. 

In a cross-cultural appointment, a clergy member is assigned to serve a congrega-
tion that is predominantly of a different cultural background – for example, a white 
pastor assigned to an African-American congregation. McSpadden conducted her 
research with bishops, district superintendents, clergy and laity in the San Francisco 
and New Jersey episcopal areas.

McSpadden found that “most clergy have a deep sense of call to this challenging 
ministry, and most laity in local churches with whom she spoke felt as though cross-
racial/cross-cultural appointments were organizational problems visited upon them,” 
said the Rev. Art Gafke, director in the Section of Elders and Local Pastors.

■ For more about these and other United Methodist news stories,
visit http://umns.umc.org/dailynews.html. 

“For several years now Americans in a sense have shaken their fists 
at God and said, ‘God, we want you out of our schools, our govern-

ment, our business, we want you out of the marketplace.’ And God, who 
is a gentleman, has just quietly backed out of our national and political 
life, our public life.”  
  ➤Anne Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, speaking to “CBS Morn-
ing Show” co-host Jane Clayson on God’s role in the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.
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