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News throughout our nation and world  relating to United Methodists of the Holston Conference

&

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) - 
Amid growing fears of chemical and bio-
logical terrorism, United Methodists are 
taking to the airwaves, urging people to 
pray for safety, justice and a “change in 
angry hearts.”

In television spots to be broadcast on 
CNN in late October and early Novem-
ber, people around the world are shown 
in different postures and places of 
prayer. The spots’ message closes with 
words of assurance: “No matter how 
you pray, remember, the people of 

the United Method-
ist Church are pray-
ing with you.”

The CNN spots will be supported by 
radio and television pieces, newspaper 
ads and public service announcements 
that churches or regional units of the 
denomination can place locally. 

The Sept. 11 terrorist attacks came 
as United Methodist Communications 
(UMCom) was launching the first series 
of television spots in a national, multi-
million-dollar “Igniting Ministry” cam-
paign. Changes were quickly made in the 
spots to acknowledge the horrific events 
in New York, Washington and Pennsyl-
vania, but the overall theme remained: 
“Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors. 
The people of the United Methodist 
Church.” 

The CNN spots and related media 
pieces are being offered between the first 
Igniting Ministry series in September and 
a second series of spots planned for the 
Advent and Christmas season.

Since the Sept. 11 tragedy and sub-

sequent military activity in Afghanistan, 
the number of people searching for spiri-
tual well-being has risen, and it will con-
tinue to rise, according to the Rev. Steve 
Horswill-Johnston, executive director of 
Igniting Ministry. “The ‘hole in the soul’ 
identified by preliminary Igniting Minis-
try research is widening and deepening 
worldwide,” he said.

UMCom’s governing body, meeting 
the last few days of September, agreed 
to use mass media during this time of 
heightened concern. “The United Meth-
odist Church is giving to the world a pas-
toral message of reassurance and hope, 
of the strength of community and of our 
strong belief in the value of prayer,” said 
the Rev. Larry Hollon, the agency’s top 
staff executive. “God is still present with 
us; God has not forsaken us.”

Beyond pastoral expressions, Hor-
swill-Johnston said the commercials are 
“invitations to people to enter into con-
nection with the Christian community 
as they seek meaning and purpose at a 
time of great struggle. We believe it is 
very appropriate to use mass media to 
offer this message and to extend this 
invitation.”

He said CNN was chosen because 
it is the highest-profile, most-watched 
source of TV news, particularly during 
international incidents. The church’s 
messages will reach about 33 million 
households, he said. 

The TV and radio spots can be seen 
online at http://www.ignitingministry.org/
tragedy online. ■

STAMFORD, Conn. (UMNS) - When 
the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries announced its proposed budget 
cuts, some directors complained that the 
popular “Mission Volunteers” program had 
taken a disproportionate hit.

Several staff people were being elimi-
nated, and the 2001 budget of $1.36  mil-
lion for Mission Volunteers was being 
reduced by more than half for 2002, 
with funding to come through the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
rather than general agency funds.

In their report to the full board during 
the Oct. 22-25 annual meeting, Mission 
Volunteer directors expressed their con-
cern “that it is impossible to maintain the 
quality of programs with so few dollars” 
and added that the proposed funding cut 
“will send a message to the mission volun-
teers that their service and commitment are 
not valued.”

Started in 1996, the board’s Mission 
Volunteers program coordinates the partici-
pation of United Methodist volunteers in 
programs and projects around the world. 
Specific programs include Primetimers, 
for adults over 50; Global Justice Volun-
teers, for 18- to 25-year-olds; individual 
volunteers, for case-by-case assignments; 
NOMADS, a program using recreational 
vehicles; the United Methodist Fellowship 
of Health Care Volunteers; and placement 
for disaster relief volunteers.

“We’re talking about thousands of per-
sonnel who go to the ends of the earth 
at their own expense,” said the Rev. Wil-
liam Hinson, a director from the Texas 
Annual Conference, during a discussion 
about whether and how some funding 
should be restored.

Supporters of Mission Volunteers 
wanted at least 56 percent of its 2001 
budget restored for 2002. They initially 
suggested an additional $209,000 not 
included in the budget proposal be taken 
from the board’s mission personnel area, 
which was to receive a 17 percent increase 
in funds for 2002.

“This very minimal increase ... can help 
maintain some integrity in Mission Volun-
teers,” said the Rev. Charles Boayue Jr., a 
director from the Detroit Conference.

But mission personnel directors pro-
tested that shifting funds would make it 
difficult for that area, already in debt, to 
do its work. Directors finally voted that 

Mission Volunteers should have the resto-
ration of 56 percent of the 2001 budget, but 
instructed the board’s chief executive, the 
Rev. Randolph Nugent, to decide how to 
allocate the additional money from within 
the entire budget. 

The proposed reductions in Mission 
Volunteers as well as other program areas 
of the Board of Global Ministries came 
as the agency attempted to balance both 
the 2001 and 2002 budgets. Shortfalls in 
expected income from investments and 
funding from the church at large, as well 
as higher costs for a larger complement of 
missionaries, had created a deficit situation.

In the case of 
Mission Volunteers, 
the World Service 
money that would 

have been allocated from the board’s over-
all funds, along with the balance of the 
Innovative Mission Volunteers Fund cre-
ated by directors in 1998, would be applied 
not to its budget, but to the agency’s deficit. 
The total of the contribution to the deficit 
would be $2.29 million.

The 2002 budget eventually adopted by 
board directors includes funding for Mis-
sion Volunteers from UMCOR and the 
Women’s Division, along with the addi-
tional money to be redirected by Nugent.

The Rev. Paul Dirdak, UMCOR’s chief 
executive, stressed that no 2001 Mission 
Volunteer programs have been eliminated 
and said that all projects with large num-
bers of participants will continue at 2001 
rates, with a few reductions in cost for 
some smaller programs. Some work shar-
ing will be done with UMCOR “where the 
tasks are already highly compatible.”

More specifically, support will continue 
at 2001 levels for the five jurisdictional 
coordinators for Volunteers in Mission, 
the health care fellowship and NOMADS. 
Eight of the nine sites for volunteer coor-
dination outside the United States will con-
tinue, along with the program for volunteer 
insurance.

Global Justice Volunteers, Primetimers, 
individual volunteers, and training and 
leadership development for conferences 
and partner churches will continue with 
some adjustments.  

Dirdak noted that the reduction in the 
Mission Volunteers 2002 budget is similar 
to that of two other program areas within 
the board.  ■
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W hile Americans struggled with shock 
and fear the day after the Sept. 11 

terrorist attacks, a Holston minister drove to 
New York to offer comfort to a fallen city.
 
 The Rev. Jerry Everly, ETSU Wesley Foundation direc-
tor, spent Sept. 12-16 ministering to New Yorkers at Marble 
Collegiate Church. From his post in midtown Manhattan, he 
saw smoke billowing from the hole in the cityscape where 
the World Trade Center towers previously stood.
 “It was like seeing a beautiful woman with two 
front teeth missing,” he said. “It was just eerie.”
 On the morning of Sept. 12, Everly was enjoying “quiet 
time” at his Johnson City home when he felt an urgent need 
to go where he knew people were suffering. Having served 
as an associate pastor at Marble Collegiate from 1983 to 
1990, he thought his former church could use the extra help. 
 “I pictured the church with the doors open, people pray-
ing,” he said. “I knew how chaotic it would be for the pastors.”
 After calling his former senior pastor, Everly was 
packed and ready to go within four hours. Lara Lundy, an 
East Tennessee State University student, asked to go along 
and help where she could. The two took off just after noon.
 Carolyn Everly, a clinical social worker who works 
with her husband at Munsey Counseling Center, said she had 
“mixed emotions” about his decision to go.
 “I had this personal need for him to stay here, because 
when something like this happens, we all want to connect 
with those we love,” she said. “But I also wanted him to go 
because he felt he needed to. It was my own inner conflict.”
 Over the next days, Everly would comfort and pray 
with many New Yorkers who felt devastated by their losses. 
Wearing robes so passersby would immediately identify 
them as clergy, Everly and his colleagues spent most of their 
days standing outside the church on Fifth Avenue. 
 “Several people just shook my hand and said, ‘I want to 
thank you for being out where people can see you,’” he said. 

One man came by in a hard hat and said, “I’m going down 
[to the disaster site]. Do you have a prayer for me?”
 Another person asked Everly to pray for a roommate 
who had been missing since the terrorist attacks. A crying 
woman confessed that she had escaped from the World 
Trade Center. “I don’t know what I’m supposed to do,” she 
said. “God saved me, and I don’t know why.”

 “I could tell that people were 
stunned and shocked,” the Johnson 
City minister said. “When your 
roots are shaken, you want to find 
a solid place to stand. They saw 
the church and pastors in robes as 
something they could hold on to.”
 Worship services held at 
Marble Collegiate – a part of the 
Reform Church of America and 
Norman Vincent Peale’s former 
church — drew high numbers, espe-

cially the 11 a.m. service on Sunday, 
Sept. 16. About 2,000 worshippers attended a service that 
usually attracts 1,200.
  At one point during his visit, Everly went to the com-
mand post set up for families and friends to report missing 
persons. He intended to offer his services as a counselor. What 
he found was “chaos.”
 “It was hot and crowded, with about four or five TVs 
set up and lines that went around three sides of the build-
ing.” When he finally located the right line to stand in, he 
was handed several forms to fill out before his counseling 
services could be considered. Everly gave up and went back 
to the church. “I was already where I was supposed to be.” 
 Back safely in Tennessee, Everly now tells his story at 
Munsey Memorial UMC and its counseling center. In a pro-
gram he calls “Being at Ground Zero: Dealing with Emo-
tions,” the minister draws on his experiences in a suffering 
city, using the same advice he offered to its victims:
 “Love as many people as you can, as deeply as you can, 
as long as you can.” ■

Holston minister reaches
out to suffering New Yorkers

outreach:

 Don’t be surprised if  The Call starts to look better 
in the near future. Not only does this issue mark the 
first independently published edition of the Holston 
Conference’s official newspaper, there’s also a new 
graphic designer onboard.
 

Dion Dykes Sr., an award-
winning designer from 
Newport, Tenn., and 

long-time member of Woodlawn 
UMC, will work part-time for 
The Call.  He comes to the confer-
ence with years of experience in 
newspaper/magazine design and 
in the United Methodist Church.
  Production manager of the  
Newport Plain Talk since 1995, 
Dykes and his team twice won 
2nd place in the University of 
Tennessee Press Association’s 
“makeup and appearance” con-
test for newspapers in its divi-
sion.

 
 He’s also a former staff member of United Methodist Publishing 
House in Nashville, where he worked on church curriculum from 
1985 to 1990. Dykes was the original designer of the publication, 
Teacher in the Church Today.
 The great-grandson of Holston minister Rev. Percy Dykes and 
son of Newport Mayor Roland Dykes Jr.,  Dion and his family have 
attended Woodlawn for generations. 
 “They are a great religious family, from the great-grandpa on down,” 
said the Rev. E.O. Cole, Woodlawn’s current pastor. Located in the 
Morristown District, Woodlawn’s average worship attendance is 50.
 As a graphic design student at the University of Tennessee at Knox-
ville in the early 1980s, Dykes painted a 50-foot mural for his church 
depicting the Sermon on the Mount. “I just thought it would be a great 
image for the pulpit,” said Dykes, age 39. He graduated from UT in 1985 
with a bachelor’s degree in fine arts. 
 Every two weeks, Dykes will travel from Newport to the conference’s 
Knoxville-based communications office to design The Call in one eve-
ning. A new look for the conference newspaper is planned in the near 
future.
 Dykes is married to Mary Lynn Thomas–Dykes and has two children, 
Chelsey Dinéa, 10, and Dion II, 9.  He said he was “excited” about his 
new responsibilities and “wants to do the best job I can for the church.”
 “I look at this as a contribution I can make to the United Methodist 
Church, using my God-given talents,” he said. “I enjoy designing so 
much, I can’t imagine anything else I would rather do. It’s my life.” ■

Graphic designer 
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Makeshift Memorial: Passerby have created a memorial to victims of the Sept. 11 World Trade Center attack 
along this chain-link fence outside “ground zero” in New York. 
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